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INTRODUCTION 


Not much has been written about the coinage of Nepal 
.since E. H, Walsh published his paper in JR AS in 1908. 
Recently scholars from both, Nepal as well as abroad, have 
been attracted towards # the subject and some articles have 
appeared in some journals etc. The coinage as a source of 
history of Nepal has also been treated by some authors. 
His Majesty's Government of Nepal has also published A 
Catalogue of the Coins of Nepal 1 2 and a book on Nepali 
coins in Nepali language, S, M. Joshi published his book 
on Nepal's National Currency in VS, 2017. It seems that 
the period of collection of coinage of Nepal is over now and 
a new era of its study and use as a source material for the 
reconstruction of history has started. One can reasonably 
hope some scientific studies on the subject in the near future. 

The term 'coinage of Nepal 1 normally means only those 
coins which were found in the valley of Kathmandu/ But 
in modem times Nepal has comparatively a wide territory 
under its control. In the year 1768 the Gorkhas conquered 
the valley and united the three kingdoms to build up a 
greater Nepal Within the present frontiers of Nepal there 
were some independent Kingdoms during ancient and media- 
val periods who might have issued their coinage* It is said 
that towards the hills there are several villages called takasar , 
be- mints. 3 If it is any indication one may expect some more 
coinage, other than those found in the valley which may 
throw further light on the history of Nepal,* 


1, Wajsh ; The coinage of Nepal c7.R.A,S- p- 672. 

2, Joshi, Nep&ll M&shtriya Mudra, p. 17 fa, 1 

3, / bid. p. 46 






IV 


The Coinage of Nepal 


Statistically speaking the coinage of Nepal can be classi¬ 
fied into two broad divisions, The first group consists of 
the ancient coinage of the time of the Lichhavis while the 
second one, started during the Mall rule. Both the groups 
had separate sources of inspirations and there is a gap of 
about nine to ten centuries between the two which can be 
called the "period of no coins 1 in Nepal. 

As regards the first group all the coins are copper casts. 
These were inspired by the Gupta coinage of India and were 
issued under the Licchavi rulers of Nepal. There has been 
some confusion about the authorship and status of the issuers 
of these coins. Hence it is necessary to have a look at the 
political history of the period and to know about the position 
of the issuers of the coins. 

Besides coinage we have two more principal sources of 
the Licchavi history in Nepal, i,e, the Vamsavalis and the 
inscriptions. As the Vamssvali's are pretty late one 
cannot solely depend upon their informations which are more 
confusing rather than helpful in solving any problem. Ins¬ 
criptions are more reliable and with their help one can have 
a fiirly good idea of the Licchavi history. 

The ancient period of the Nepal’s history starts with the 
inscriptions of the Licchavi King Mandeva I whose first 
inscription, the Ch^ngti Nar^yana Temple Pillar inscription, 
is dated in Samvat 386/ This mode of dating continues upto 
Samvat 535, in the Jaisideval (Kathmandu) inscription 4 5 6 of the 
time of Sivadeva. 

From the viewpoint of dates there is another set of 
inscriptions the earliest date of this set of inscriptions is the 
year 30 ; B while the last available date of this set is 2Q7. 7 

4. Gnoli. R. : Nepalese Inscriptions irc Gupta characters , Roma, 
1956, No. I 

5. Ibid . No. XL 

6* 2W.No, XXXV. 

7. Jha, H, N.: The Licchapis , p. 114 
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There has been much controversy about the identification 
of the eras used in these inscriptions. As regards the first 
set of inscriptions the controversy is almost settled now and, 
the scholars seem to agree to recognise it as the Saka Samvat 
starting from A.D. 78/ This identification is perfectly in 
agreement with the historical events so we should not hesitate 
in accepting it. 

The second set of inscriptions is more problematic. Though 
many of the recent historians are inclined to accept the era 
to have started in the last quarter of the 6th century A.D,, 
they do not seem to agree about a single date and also about 
the founder of the era. Dr, D. R. Regmi maintains the 
initial date as 576 A<D* and regards it as Msnadeva Era, For 
this he speculates a MunSdeva the Second in 576 A.D. who 
‘must have a short reign, and a disturbed one* He does not 
leave us any inscribed steles. Nor his name figures anywhere 
except in the texts we have quoted.’ 10 Sri J. C, Regmi 
follows this date. But he accepts the earlier view of Dr, Remi 
that Ariisuvarma was the founder of this era 11 He, however, 
quotes Dr, D. R, Regmi but the latter, as we have pointed 
out earlier changed his views in the 3rd edition of his book. 
Dr, H. N. Jha 13 takes the initial date as A,D t 574. One of 
his arguments is based on "the Bhimasena inscription which 
contains the* names of Sivadeva and Arhsuvarma is dated 
Samvat 296. The figure 2 is either misread or misincribed. 
It should be 4 as all other dates of the inscription of Sivadeva 
I are found from 517 to 526\^ Dr. Jha also regards Amsu- 
varma as the originator of this era and the usurper of the 
Licchavi throne* 

8. Cf. Majumdat, R, C. T JA5, Vol* 1, No. 1, 1959, pp. 47-43 ; 
Sharrna, B, C., NAR t p. 82 ; Re£im f D, R-, Ancient Nepal (3rd. 
Edition) pp. 96-97 f Regooi, J, C* Licchavi Samashriti (in Nepali) 
p, 4 of Introduction ; Jha, H. N*. Tfce Licchavis . pp. 115 fL 

9, Op. cit. p. 109 

10. Ibid t p. 113 

11. Op. cit, p, 6 of introduction 

12. Op, cit. p, 121 

. 13 * Ibid. He refers to Ilihasa Prahasha. pp. 55-56 
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If the date of the Bhimasena inscription is 496 (i.e A.D. 
574) it should be regarded as the initial year of the new era 
as well as the first year of the reign of Sivadeva I. This is in 
agreement with the Chinese evidence too. A Chinese envoy 
came to Magadh through Nepal in A.D. 643 and was received 
cordially by Narendradeva of Nepal whose inscriptions are 
dated between Samvat 67 and 103. If we accept the initial 
date of this Samvat in A.D. 574 these dates will fall between 
A.D. 641 to A.D. 677. Thus the date A.D. 643 of the visit of 
the Chinese envoy falls during the reign of Narendradeva. 

Dr. Jha reached this date through another mode of rea¬ 
soning also. Sivadeva’s inscriptions alongwith Amsuvarma 
are found dated upto the Year 526 (A.D. 604). Am§uvarma’s 
first inscription without the mention of Sivadeva, is dated in 
the Year 30. Assuming this date to correspond with the year 
526 of the old era he reached the date of Samvat 496 or A.D. 
574 (526-30=496). 14 He argues “it seems that Samvat 526 
AmSuvarman most probably had completed 30 years of his 
life as a Mahasdmanta to Sivadeva. Again it seems that at 
the end of the year 526 of the old era or 30th of the new era 
Amsuvarman established a separate kingdom for himself or 
worked as the regent of Sivadeva, who due to old age or 
illness, might have been unfit to look after the administration 
of the country*’. Dr. Jha further speculates “But the latter 
suggestion does not show any sense in starting a new era 
while the old one was also continuing. Hence the greater 
probability is that Amsuvarman established a separate King¬ 
dom for himself and marked its importance by founding an 
era too. Having not forgotten totally the goodness of King 
Sivadeva, he did not make any attempt to deprive the latter 
of having a Kingly life in the old age and continued his title 
of Mahdsdmanta at least for some time. After nine years of 
segregation from Amsuvarman, Sivadeva most probably died 
in 535 (535-526-9 years) and just after his death the former 
surped the throne of the latter and dropped his title of 


14. Ibid. pp. 120 ff. 
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Mahclsdmanta and issued coins with the title of Maharaja- 
dhirdja and Sri. No coin of his bears the title of Maba- 
samanta.” 15 

Tha majority of the historians of ancient Nepal have 
been the victim of the misconception about the word 
Mahdrdjadhiraja in the Licchavi records and coins. The 
title of Maharajadbiraja for Amsuvarma and coins beari ng 
his name have led the scholars to reason the Amsuvarma was 
an independent ruler of Nepal. The testimony of Yuan- 
Chwang that ‘Lastly there was a King called Amsuvarma 
(Afn-bhu-fa-mo) who was distinguished for his learning and 
ingenuity.* 16 gave added strength to this conception. But on 
investigation into the history of ancient Nepal shows that 
this conception about Amsuvarma is based on wrong notion 
about the word Mahdrdjadhiraja in the Licchavi inscriptions. 
It has never been properly interpreted. 

Mahdrdjddhiraja never means a soverign ruler in the 
Licchavi records. There is only one word in the Licchavi 
inscriptions which can be said to mean the soverign ruler and 
that is the Bhatfarakamaharaja . This title has always been 
used for the kings of the Licchavi line only. Liochavis were 
the dejure rulers of Nepal. 

But, however, there was an other parallel line of adminis¬ 
trators whose constitutional position was perhaps, slightly 
below the sovereign ruler. They enjoyed full administrative 
powers depending upon the standing of their individual 
capacities and ambitions. Perhaps any promotion in their 
status was dependent on the recognition of the soverign ruler. 
This second parallel line most probably started in the time of 
Licchavi ruler Vasantadeva with Sarvvadari fanayaka mahapr- 
atihdra Ravigupta and Maharaja mahdsdmanta Sri Kramallla. 
The latter contmuded to be in the office during the reign of 
bhattaraka mahaiaja Ramadeva also. In the line of bhatfaraka 


15. Ibid , p, 121 

16. Ibid. p. 118 
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maharaja Sri Ganadeva this poistion was enjoyed by 
VarvttadaryJanSyaha mahapratihdra Sri Bhaumagupta, He 
was succeeded by Amsuvarms in the time of ^ivadeva* 

Arhsuvarma started his career under Sivadeva as his 
Samanta in or about 574 A.D. This was the inital year of 
^ivadeva’s reign* Then Amsuvarma was promoted as a 
mahmamanta and then as mahamjudhimja. The Banepa 
stone inscription of the time of Sivadeva called Amsuvarma 
mak&rajndhirdja and Sdmanta} 1 Thus Arhsuvamms title 
of maharajadhiraja on coins can never mean a sovereign king 
or ruler or that he usurped the throne for himself. In fact 
Aihsuvarma or his successors Jisnugupta and Visnugupta 
never tried to be independent of the Licchavi rulers. Though, 
however, it may be surmised that these successors of 
AriisuvarmS were involved in power struggle amongst he main 
line of the Licchavi rulers. This 'second line of rulers’ 
continued till Licchavi Narendradeva abolished this institution. 

Thus there seems no reason to believe that Amiuvarma 
started a new era of his own. 

The continuity of the line of Amsuvarma and his pre¬ 
decessors is indicated in the Licchavi inscriptions. Almost 
all the inscriptions issued by Amsuvarma H Jisnugupta and Vis- 
nugupta begin with the formula bhagavata paiupati bhattaraha 
pUdfinugrakito-happa padanudkyatab* he. grateful to the 
Sovereign grahito god Pasupati and meditating on the feet of 
father. This latter expression indicates that there was a 
continuity of succession. 

The Kevalpur inscription 3 ® of the time of Dhruvadeva says 
that the grandfather of Jisnugupta was Bhumagupta (Bhaurna- 
gupta.) The Patan (Taujbs Mahalla) inscription of year 48 of 
the time of Licchavi Dhruvadeva and Jsnugupta mentions the 
bhattnrakamahUrajndhirQ ja krt Amsuvarma in very high spirit. 
It should be ncted that Dhruvadeva succeeded Udayadeva 


17. GnolL R-i Op, ciu No- XXXIII 

18* Ibid ; No* LlVi asmath itantahasribhmnagutta , 
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if we believe in Chinere tradition, and, Jisnugupta succeeded 
Ariisuvarma in their respective positions, Walsh thinks 
that Jinsugupta was the son and successor of Amsuvarma, 1 ^ 
This line continues up to visnugupta u interrupted. 

But, however, there are certain points in the inscriptions 
of the period mislead the scholars that this second line 
rulers was actually independent of their sovereign rulers and 
some have even suggested the division of eastern portion 
of the kingdom of the Licchavis and the Western to the 
line of AihsuvarmS, 60 These points are : firstly, issuing of 
the charters from the KaiasaMfa Bkawan > the residence 
of these secondary rulers ; secondly, non-mention of the 
ruling king's name in his inscriptions by Amsuvarms though 
his successors do mention their sovereign rulers; thirdly* some 
of them mention the name of their sons as Yuvarsjas (heirappar 
ent), e.g. Jisnugupta and Visnugupta in their charters. These 
characteristics of the charters issued by the secondary rulere 
have created much confusion. But a clearer insight into 
the history of the Licchavis of Nepal, and also on the analogy 
of traditions of later dynasties of the country, one can have 
no confusion in understanding the phenomenon. 

It is true that ArhSuvarma never mentions the ruling 
king's name in his inscriptions. But his greatest contribution 
to the Licchavi dynasty is not only in the building up of the 
kingdom for Sivadeva but also in establishing and using a 
national era for Nepal which was counted from the 
first year of the reign of Sivadeva I. AmsuvarmS was raised 
from the position of a Samanta. a Mahdsdmanta and 
Maharajadhirdja by the king in recognition of his services 
to the state. 21 This elevation in position must have been 
followed by a greater share in administration as. well It, is 
just possible that he was granted the privilege of issuing 
charters by himself. But he very often mentions Yuvaraja 


19. JRASt 1908, p. 681 

20. Fleet CII , VoL III, pp. 189-90 

21. Gnoli, R Op, cit. Nos. XXIII and XXXIII 
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Udayadeva as dutaha wo was the son of Sivadeva l. ss 
Further-more, since Jisnugupta succeeds him as the 
secondary ruler and one bhattardka maharaja Sri Dhruvadeva 
was on the throne of the mam line there seems on doubt 
about the continuity of both the institutions and the story 
that Am&uvarma usurped the throne for himself seems to 
be a myth, 23 

As regards the issue of the charsters by these secondary 
rulers from their residence Kaildsakutabhavana . it seems 
that the privilege granted as a favour to AmSuvarma was 
continued to be enjoyed by his successors Jisriugupta and 
and Visnugupta. The mention of their sons and successors 
as YuvarUjas by them also does not seem to be out of 
place. Since the time of AiiisuvarmS they were (or got 
themselves) elevated to the position of mahdrdjds and the 
tradition of following the convention of the ruling family 
might have been followed in their family also, There is 
nothing strange in it. But this does not mean that their 
Yuardjas were the heir apparents to the royal throne. This is 
evident from the charters themselves that Bhimarajundeva 
succeeded Dhruvadeva on the royal throne and in his own 
turn Visnugupta succeeded his father Jisnugupta in his 
position. In an inscription 34 of the time of Dhruvadeva 
while enumerating some past kings Jisnuguta inserts the 
name of his grandfather Sri Bhamagupta but he clearly 
mentions that he was his own grand father. This expression 
of ‘our grandfather" {asmatpitamaha) indicates two things. 
Firstly, that the charters were issued on behalf of the 
Licchavi rulers, and secondly, that his line maintained a sepa¬ 
rate succession tradition of its own in their office. As it is 
evident from’the table at the end Bhaumagupta was follo¬ 
wed by Amsuvarma, and Jisnugupta in his turn succeeded 
Amsavarma; Visnugupta followed Jishnugupta who was 


22 m Classical Age t p* 136- 

23. Cf Jha, H. Op , ciu p . 121 

24. Gnolij Rii Op. ch- No. LtV 
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undoubtedly the latter’s son. Mention of Bhaumagupta as the 
grandfather of Jisnugupta leaves no aoubt that Amsuvarroa 
was bis father and predecessor. Thus we can be on compa¬ 
ratively surer footing about their genealogy for four genera¬ 
tions. We are at present not sure about Ravigupta and 
Kramalilab. Another point wich needs mention here is that 
every successor of this second line of administrators had to 
begin with a comparatively smaller position and rose to high¬ 
est posts after proving his ability- But during the time of 
Sivadeva I AmSuvarira managed to secure more power for 
himself and a,surer footing his successors- Perhaps after his 
death Udayadeva. the legitimate successor of the royal throne 
was caused to leave the country and his younger brother (?) 
Dhruvadeva was placed there as a puppet king to play in the 
hands of Jisnugupta. Thus AmSuvarma’s successors 
became so secure in their position that they never bothered 
to put anv title before their name either of a Samanta 
or of amahSrajSdhiraja. Virtuallly they were remaning the 
kingdom and government. Thus there seems nothing which 
goes against the view that these were two separate families 
were continuing in their respective offices for generations 
the Liccahvavis as the supreme ruling dynasty and the succe¬ 
ssors of ArtisuvarmS as their first administrators. Though 
it seems, they enjoyed more power than the ruling kings 
but they never tried to usurp the throne for themselves. 

A reliable genealogy of the Licchavis can he traced with 
the help of their inscriptions. The Chahgunsravana Pillar 
inscription 25 of the Saka year 386 (a.D. 464) of Manadeva 
mentions three of his predecessors, i. e. Vrsadeva, Sankat- 
deva and Dharmadeva- But the Pasunati Slab inscription 
cf the year 159 (a.D.833) of Jayadevall gives an elaborate 
genealogy starting from Brahma. 26 This is one of the most 
misunderstood 'important inscriptions of Nepal. The first 
mentioned person who seems of any historical importance 


25. Ibid. No. 1 

26. Ibid. No. 1 LXXXI 
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was perhaps Supuspa. But he seems ,to be a remote 
name in the geneology of the Liccbavis of Nepal. 
Jayadeva I seems the first person who founded the dynasty 
but a regular and continuous geneolgy starts from Vrsadeva, 
who was born after eleven kings after Jayadeva I. 

Verses 7 to 10 record the names of six kings in succession 
starting from, Vrsrdeva who was followed by Sankaradeva, 
Dharmadeva, Msndeva Mahideva, and Vasantadeva. This 
statement is in accordance with the description given in the 
Chahgun&rayana pillar inscripiton of Manadeva for the first 
three kings. But these first three rulers do not have any ins¬ 
cription to their credit. We find Manadeva’s inscription dated 
in £aka years from 389 to 427. The first inscription of 
Vasantadeva is dated in Saka 418 and therefore it has been 
observed that probably Mahideva ruled only for few 
months between Manadeva and Vasantadeva, 

The interpretation of the nest verse is most controversial 
It gives the names of Udayadeva and his son Narendradeva, 
The relevant passage runs as follows ;— 3T 

asyantare pyudayadeva iti kshitisajjatas-trayodasc 
itascha Narendradeva^ 

Dr. B. L. Indcaji translates that‘‘afterwards came thirteen 
(Rulers) sprung from King Udayadava and then Narendar- 
deva 1 ' again* 1 after him (Vasantadeva) followed thirteen 
sprung from the Lord of the earth called Udayadeva/’ 2 ® But 
now both the interpretations of Indraji seem improbable. 
Fleet seems right in his statement that 'Asyantare can only 
mean 'in an interval of this/ 29 On this point Dr. D. R. Reg mi 
opines that 'after Vrshadeva (not after Vasanta) thirteen 
kings ruled in succession some of whom are named as above 
and then came Udayadeva being succeeded by his son 
Narendradeva/ 90 Keeping in view the list of known kings 

27. Ibid. lines. 10 & II 

28. lA Veal. XIII. pp. 424-25 

20. CII, Vol III. p. 186 

30. Op. cit. p. 122 
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given in our table we would like to suggest a slight modifica¬ 
tion in the view of Dr. Reg mi. This should be after Vrshadeva 
thirteen kings ruled in succession (some of whom are named 
as above) including Udayadeva and then came (his son) 
Narendradeve. Thus there ruled fourteen Kings in all including 
Narendradeva, The record enumerates only eight kings 
including Udayadeva and his son Narendradeva'. The remain¬ 
ing six kings (as supplied by other inscriptions) were, 
Vamanadeva, Ramadeva, Ganadeva, Sivadeva, Dhruvadeva 
and BhimSrjonadeva, Among these fourteen kings all have 
left records after them except the first three and Mahideva 
(No. 5) and Udayadeva (No. II). Both of these probably 
ruled for a very short period. It is also likely that Udayadeva’s 
reign was troubled one. He or bis son was some how or the 
other forced to leave the country and forego his claims. The 
Chinese sources tell us that the father of Narendradeva was 
removed from the throne by his younger brother.* 1 

For many reasons it seems that the time of §ivadeva I was 
an important one. R. C. Majumdar 3s observes that ‘according 
to one of the VarhsSvaiis, the successes of Vasantadeva was 
defeated by the Abhlras and after three of their Chiefs had 
ruled in Nepal, the Licchavi King Sivadeva expelled them 
and regained his paternal kingdom. There may be some 
truth in this tradition?. King Sivadeva can be credited with 
some sort of great victory after which he installed himself on 
the Licchavi throne firmaly in Sakayear 496 or A.D. 574 and, 
this event was credited with the starting of a new era to be 
used for the first time by Amsuvarma after at least thirty 
years had passed. 3 * Now this has remained a matter of 
speculation only as to what was the trouble over which 
Sivadeva gained this memorable victory. It may he the 
Afchira trouble or also a trouble from the north. We will 

31 * Classical Age, p* 136 

32 1 Ibid* p. 85 

33- Gnoli, R-, Op. cit. No- XXXV. 
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again quote Prof. Majumdar who summarises Levi's thoughts 
as follows: 31 

“Seme time between A.u. 580 and 600 the disunited clans 
of that hilly region had been brought together under power¬ 
ful ruler, Gnam-ri-sron-btsan, who extended his power upto 
India. His son and successor Sron-btsan-sgam-po, who intro¬ 
duced Indian civilization into Tibet, is said to have conquered 
Assam and Nepal and dominated over half of Jambudvipa 
(India). He demanded the hand of a daughter of Amsuvar- 
man and the latter dared not refuse.” 

In the inscriptions of Sivadeva Amsuvarma is repeatedly 
said to be the destroyer of the enemies. 36 From the very 
beginning AmSuvarma finds mention in his inscriptions. There 
is no doubt that it was with the devoted help and assistance 
of AmSuvarma king Sivadeva was able to restore peace and 
stability of his kingdom. Both were long lived; Sivadeva 
died about A.D. 615 or Saka 537, and his devoted lieutinent 
about 619 A.D. or year 45 of the new Sivadeva Era. It seems 
on account of his modesty Sivadeva did not like to mention 
the new era but to show his royality and devotion Amsuvar- 
m5 introduced it in the administration and there was no 
reason to drop this era by the successors of king Sivadeva. 
The Licchavi rulers might have returned to the old practice 
of using Saka era soon after Narendradeva regained his 
parental throne. Had the new era been started by Amsuvarma 

a result of conflict it must have been rejected and dis¬ 
continued by Narendradeva who abolished this institution of 
socalled second line of rulers. 

The last inscription of Sivadeva is dated in Saka 535 (A.D. 
^>13.) In all probability Sivadeva was living in Saka 537 (A.D. 
515 or Year 41 of the new era. His son Udayadeva succeeded 
him in that year. ‘According to the Chinese history the date for 
Udayadeva corresponds, to 615-620 A.D/ 36 In terms of the 

34. Classical Age, p. 86 

35. Gnoli, R., Cp. cit. Nos. XXIV and XXVII 

36. Regmi* D. R. t Op. cit p. 94 
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new era these dates correspond to the year 41-46. Udayadeva 
finds mention as a vuvarftja in the inscription of AmSuvarma 
of the year 39 (A.D. 613) when Sivadeva was still living. 
We find last mention of Amsuvarma in the year 45.( A.D. 
619). 37 Most probably Udavadeva reigned until that time 
peacefully under the protection of Amsuvarma. But soon 
after his death his younger brother* 3 Dhruvdaeva dethroned 
him in about 623 A.D. We find inscriptions of Dhruvadeva 
dated in years 48 and 49 i.e. A.D. 622 and 623 x 

It is also possible that Udayadeva was killed and his son 
Narendradeva was compelled to leave the country for at least 
20 years to come. 

Thus between Udayadeva and his son Narendradeva there 
ruled Dhruvadeva and Bhimarjunadeva from A D. 620 A.D. 
to 640-41. These two kings were assisted by the successors 
of Amsuvarma, Jushnugupta and Visnugupta. Either these 
two were a party with Dhruvadeva and Bhimarjunadeva or 
they were neutral in the royal struggle. In either cases they 
had to face the wrath of Narendradradeva who at the time 
of his raid not only demolished the old ancestral Licchavi 
palace Managriha but also abolished his institution of second 
parallel royalty. 

Afer Narendradeva the Licchavi history is clear upto 
Jayadeva II who was his grandson and the son of Sivadeva II. 

Licchavi coins 

Somehow or the other the Licchavi kings did not issue 
the coins in their name. We find mention of only two kings 
on the Licchavi coins, i.e. Manadeva and Gapa (Guna) deva. 
Manadeva was the first Licchavi king who started the tradition 
of writing inscription on stone etc., and, Ganadeva was the 

37. Gnoli. R.. Op. cit. No. XLV1II 

38. cf. Classical Age. pp. \36-37 ‘Chinese sources give us some 
interesting information about him. They tell us tb it the father of 
Narendradeva i.e. Udayadeva, was removed f>om the throne by 
his yo inter brother. N iren lradev.t fled to Tibet and with the 
help of the Tibetan king recovered his paternal throne’. 
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father of Siva dev a I* The legends on both the type of coins 
is significant. These are Manaiika and Gunnixka , he. the 
.seal of Msna (deva) and the seal of Guna (deva). We cannot 
take Mananka and Gunanka as personal epithets of these 
kings because in that case it should have been in nominative 
as it is in the class II silver coins of Chandragupta II of 
Gupta dynasty* 39 On the ether band we know definitely that 
the names of these kings were Maria deva and Guna (Gaoa) 
deva respectively* In that case anka should only mean the 
seal or the Lancchana- It appears that these two types of 
coins were commemorative in nature. It is mysterious that 
out of about sixteen Liechavi kings we find coins in the name 
of only two kings. The other fact that increases the mystery 
is that we find coins issued in the names of secondary rulers 
like Am&uvarmI and Jisnugupta ere- which led the scholars 
to speculate about their separate status or their independent 
nature. The third thing which strikes the scholars is the 
abundance and vast variety of Pasupati coins. So far no 
satisfactory explanation has come to light of these anomalies 
consequently the history of this period remains unexplained 
and confused. 

It appears that the Liechavi rulers of Nepal for some 
reason or the other were abstaining themselves from issuing 
coins in their own names. It may be because of some 
superstition or because the kingdom was dedicated to 
Lorg Pa&upath The latter reason seems to be the primary 
one and the first as second ary, A reference to the inscriptions 
issued under the advice of Amsuvarma without the mention 
of the ruling king will show that they never fail to mention 
the words 'bhagavatapasupa ti Bhatf&raha p&dtLnudhyato 4Q or 
pad&nugrahitQ f 1 Amsuvarma successors Jisbnugupta and 
Visiiugupta, also though mention the name of tbe ruling 
Liechavi king, always adopted this formula. These inscriptions 
of the Liechavi period show that Bhcttarda was the title 

39. cf« Altekar, A. S<, Coinage of the Gupta Empire, p. 154 

40. Gnoli, R., Op. ci£., Nos. XXXV tud XLII1 

41. Jhid, Nos* XXXV l —XXXIX and LI—XLII & XLIV 
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reserved for the supreme ruler. We have already noted that 
mahdrUjUdhirUja was not the title for the supreme ruler 
because 5;vadeva conferred this title to his Samanta 
Arasuvarma 53 . Thus there were, perhaps, two supreme 
rulers in Ancient Nepal, one the God Pasupati and the other 
his incarnation in the form of the Liechavi king. Even during 
our times the king in Nepal is regarded the incarnation of 
god Pasupati, and until the great revolution of 1950 he was 
an object of worship only and had little say in the administra¬ 
tion. The point we want to emphasise in that during the 
Liechavi period the king was regarded the incarnation of 
god Pasupati or the kingdom was dedicated to the god; king 
was ruling on his behalf* If we understand this we can 
explain the vast variety and types of Pasupati coins. 

During first few generations the Liechavi kings did not 
feel the necessity of issuing their own currency* Perhaps 
the need was not felt because of the undeveloped economy* 
But in the last quarter of the sixth century a.d., in the time 
of ^ivadeva I, Nepal was perhaps having increased trade 
intercourse with India on the one hand and with Tibet and 
China on the other. This compelled the rulers of Nepal to 
issue their own coinage. 

We cannot be sure as to who was the first ruler of Nepal 
to introduce coinage there. On stylistic grounds the 
MlnShka 13 coins are the earliest and they are nearer to the 
Gupta gold coins. The goddess on the reverse of this Msnahka 
coin seems ro be a degenerated imitation of the reverse of a 
gold coin of Samudragupta, 41 Similarly one of the Pasupati 
coins bears a Vase of flowers with streamers’ on the reverse 
resembles the Zofdf appearing on copper coins of Chandragupta 
II. 46 Furthermore the seated figures on the Liechavi coins 


42. Ibid, No. XXXIII 

43. Walsh, p. 1 No. 1 

44. JNSI Vol. XXXII. pt. II, pi. VIII. No. 9 

45. Walsh, pi. I No. lOpsge 678 
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also bear a close resemblance to those on the Gupta 
coins* These are enough to suggest the source of origin 
of Nepal coins of the Licchavi period. It will appear more 
reasonable if we keep in mind the time of these coins. The 
suggestions of their origin from Kushana or Yaudheya coins 
are less likely. 

The Mananka coin illustrated by Walsh 46 is a class in 
itself. There are some other Man&nka coins illustrated by 
S.M. Joshi 47 which, however* do not appear so much different 
from other coins of the period. The goddess seated on the 
reverse of one of these coins 48 does not seem much different 
from that on the Vaisravarta coin or Gunanka coins. T^here 
are some indications which show that these coins can be 
linked together. The figure of the cow on the Kamadohi coin 49 
of AmsuvarmS closely reremble to that on the Vaisravana 
coin 60 . In the same way the figure of lion on the manSnka 51 
coin also resembles the lion one of the AmsuvarmE s 5 ^ coins 
The seated figures and the cow figures on all Pasupati coins 
can also be studied with this view point to find out that there 
cannot be a difference of more than a century among all 
these coins. 

Mr. D, W. MacDowall has done a study of these coins 
on the basis of their weight standard. According to his 
observations ‘the differences in weight between the groups 
is due entirely to a series of successive reductions in the 
weight standard. The heaviest coins are those of A miu- 
varman which are struck to a standard of 11.14 gms. Those of 
Mananka have a closely similar but slightly lower standard 
of 11,13 gms. Coins of Gunanka fall into two groups, one 


46. I&’d, pi, 1 No, 1 

47. His plate page 5 Nos. 1-—4 and plate page b Nc* 1 

48. Ibid, Pi ate page 6 No, 1 
4g. Walsh, pi- IX, No. 2 
50. Ibid . pi. II, No, I 

51- Ibid, pL II, No. 6 
52, Ibid- pi. II, No. 4 


Introduction 


xix 

at 12 gms and the other ranging between 7 and 10. This 
second group is far too heavy to be a fractional denomina¬ 
tion and is clearly the result of a del iberate reduction in the 
weight standard. Coins with the name of Pasupafi range 
from 3 to 10 gms.; hut even in this group all the coins seem 
to have been intended as a single denomination and not as 
fractional*, 63 

MacDowall does not want to part with the belief that 
Nepal coinage was direct inheritor of the Kushana coinage. 
He observes that ‘the weight standard of coins of Amiu- 
varman (11-14 gms) seems to be derived ultimately from that 
of the main Kushana cooper denomination which Kanishka 
struck at between 16 and 17 gms*. and which Himshka struck 
at 15-16 gms. in the earlier part of his reign' 61 He fails to 
apply the principle of weight reduction to connect the two 
sets coins i.e. Kushana copper coins and the Licthavi coins. 
This reductions in weight was to adjust the trade and 
commerce relations, Jt is in most cases gradual. The gap of 
time between the two sets can well explain the reduction in 
weight from 11-16- gms, to 11-14 gms in the time of Arfisu- 
varml, i.e, late 6th century A.D, or the beginning of 7th 
century. It is mo*t unlikely that 1 A msuvarman’s coins would 
be struck to a standard 2-3 gms lighter to make them approxi¬ 
mately equal in weight to any worn specimen of kanishka 
and Huvishka that may still have been in circulation. 65 

Thus it seems proper to think that it was during the time 
of the Licchavi king Sivadeva I and his Samanta, MabsrsjS- 
dhiraja Arhsuvarma a necessity of issuing currency was felt 
in Nepal for the first time. According to Mac Dowell’s 
frequency tables 55 the mean standard of and also the earliest 
ones are one Vaisrave^a, three Amiuvarma A. and two 

53. JNSU Vol, XXI, pi. I, p. 39 

54, Ibid, p, 40 

55. Ibid. 

56, Ibid. pi. II, No. 1 
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ManSnka coins in 14 gras standard. In the 13 gms standard 
fall one Amsuvarman A, three Amsuvarman C, nine Mannfrka 
and one Gupanka A coins. In 12 gens standard there are 
two Aihsuvarraan A, two Amsuvatraan B t four Amsuvarrmn 
C, eight Msnank and three Gunanka A coins. These can be 
regarded as the best representative weight groups of the time 
of AmsuvarmS, Thus MaoSnka and Gunahka coins are in 
all probability commemorative issues in the time of Arnsa¬ 
vanna he. Sivadeva I. The Vaisravana coins may be taken 
to represent the present King Sivadeva I who was ruling 
over N^pal at that time. Arasuvanna s coins fall in II, 10 
and 9 gras, standard groups also which include Maaatika and 
Vaisravana types. 

This is a unique example where the main line of kings 
are never mentioned by name in their coinage and on tile 
other hand the secondary administrators found place on them 
by name. Perhaps the coinage was not so strictly associated 
with royalty in that time. The Vakstakas in Central India, 
never issued coins where as their northern contemporaries, 
the Guptas, issued currency in abundance. But it may appear 
difiicut to believe that those who appear on coins were not 
the primary or supreme rulers of the country and supreme 
monarch fails to mention his name. 

The mention of the title methfirajadhimja in the inscrip 
tion for his Samanta Aihsurvarma by the Supreme king Siva- 
deva I and appearance of tnis title on the cions associated 
with his personal name makes one to think shat perhaps the 
former never deserted the latter. It seems that during the 
old age of the king Amsuvarma was granted the power to 
issue coins in his own name. There are reasons to believe 
this. The inscriptions issued in his own name from KaiTa- 
4akHfa bhavana Amsuvarma never styles himself as bkattc f- 
rakamaharaja which was the title of the Liechvi kings 
throughout. He always styles himself as mah3s5manta. 
Secondly, though he does not name the ruling king in these 
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inscriprisns he very often names the crown prince Udaya- 
deve as dutaka. From the later inscriptions and Chinese 
tradition we can infer that this Ud ay a deva can be no other 
person than the father of Narendradeva the Licchavi king. 
Thirdly, the use of new era in all probability was to comme¬ 
morate the event of the accession of his lord Siva deva I to 
the throne. This was perhaps to show his gratitued and 
loyalty to the king who was not only his lord hut relative 
also 57. As the most talented personality of his time 
Am^uvarmS wished to contribute his share by establishing 
same, traditions for his king and country , These were the 
currency and the era. Both the traditions were new to the 
country but he lived long enough to get these firmly 
footed. Both these traditions were continued by the succe¬ 
ssive rulers. The new era was carried over by Narenclra 
deva also who was so revengeful that he not only demolish¬ 
ed the old Mangraha* the royal palace and lived for some 
rime in the Kail Dakota-bhavana but also abolished the 
institution of secondary royalty. Had the era been estab¬ 
lished as a result of revolt on the part of Amsuvarm, as 
it is presumed, it could never had been used by the success¬ 
ors of Sivadeva I. In all probability the relations between 
Sivadeva and AmSuvarma never strained and the adminis¬ 
tration passed over from Amiuvarma to Jisnugupta very 
peacefully. The way Amsuvarma finds mention in the insc¬ 
ription of the time of Dhruvadeva oE and Jisnugupta m 
the year 48 suggests very cordial relations. This never 
happens when the change of powder take place by force or 
by way of revolt- 

All these arguments only support the fact that relat¬ 
ions between Sivadeva I and his Samanta Amsuvarrca 
were cordial and hit the theories of a separate kingdom 
of the latter. But perhaps no satisfactory explanation can 
be given to justify the issue of coins in their own name by 


57. pi. II, No. 6 

58. cWS7, Vol.XXI, pJ. I, p. 39 
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Arfiiuvarma and his son and successor Jisnugupta who 
were not rulers of the country, though the latter is known 
through only one coin to his credit, But as the estabhs e 
traditions were existing in his part of the world, including 
India, during those days coinage was not so firmly attach¬ 
ed with royalty. There are several kings and some dynasties 
in India who never cared to issue coinage. Perhaps the 
Licchavis also did not attach much importance to this. 
But when such a necessity was felt and enthusiast Aihsu- 
varma pressed the matter he was perhaps granted permission 
to issue coins. However the indigenous coinage was intro¬ 
duced in Nepal and at first it was in the name of, as the 
analysis of Mac Dowell goes, Vaiiravaija. Then some 
coins were also issued to commemorate some past Licchavi 
king like Manadeva and Ganadeva. But the main bulk of the 
coinage was issued in the time of Sivadeva I in the names 
of PaSupati, Manadeva, Canadeva and Amsuvarma. Though 
the Pasupati coins were started during the reign of Siva¬ 
deva I under the inspiration of Amsuvarma these were 
continued throughout the reign period of the Licchavis. fins 
is evident from the frequency Tables of Mac Dowell 1 * as 
their weight standard ranges from 11 gms to 3 gms. 


59. JNSI, Op. ct't. pp. 52-53 
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THE COINAGE OF NEPAL. 

By E. H. WALSH. 

IJ1HE coins which are dealt with in the present paper 
fall under three divisions. First, the coins of the 
Early Licchavi Suryavaihsi dynasty, whose capital was 
at Managrha, the present Kathmandu, und those of the 
Thakurl dynasty who were ruling at the same time over 
the western portion of Nepal, with their palace at Kailasa- 
kutabhavana, situated in another pitrt of the same city. 1 
Second, the coins of the three Newftr Malla dynasties; 
who reigned contemporaneously over the three kingdoms 
of Bhatgiion, Kathmandu, and Patan, or Lalitapur. Third, 
the Gorkha dynasty, founded on the conquest of Nepal by 
Prthvi Narayana in 1768 A.I)., and which continues to the 
present time. 

Several of the coins now illustrated have appeared 
previously. The early coins, of the Stryavaihsi dynasty 
of Licchavi kings and of the Thakuri dynasties (Plate I), 
have been described by Professor Benda) 1,* and have been 
described and illustrated in Cunningham’s “ Coins of 
Ancient India, s and by Mr. V. Smith and Dr. Hoeml 


* Fleet: “Early Chronology of Nepal,” i„ the /.aoma Am unary, 
VO : XIV ’ **0* and ‘‘The Early Gupta Inscription*,” Corpus 
scrtpltouHM IiulicaruM, vol. iii, appendix, p. 189. 

‘“On some Nc f; alese Coins in the Library of the German Oriental 
society : A*ttthrift dtr Dtut«nh*M Mor.jtntur.»livMa iit*U»chnjt ISHo 
vol. xxxvi, p. 651. J 

J Sir A. Cunningham : “Coins of Ancient India,” 1891, pi. x »i. 
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in the Proceedings of the Asiatic Society of Bengal/ but 
apart from the fact that some further varieties are now 
figured, the coins of these earlier dynasties, which have 
been already figured, have been included in the present 
paper so as to bring together what has been written on 
the subject, and because the subsequent silver coinage of 
the Newar Malla dynasty, though differing from them 
entirely in character, shows its continuity by the adoption 
of many of their symbols. 

Of the seventy Malla coins shown on Plates II to VI, 
eight are illustrated by Marsden 2 and seven in the recent 
‘•Catalogue of Coins in the Indian Museum, Calcutta,”* 
by Mr. Vincent Smith, but the remaining fifty-five are, as 
far as I know, now illustrated for the first time. In the 
case of the coins of the present Gorkha dynasty, shown 
on Plate VII, five have been illustrated by Marsden, and 
one, amongst those given in the recent Catalogue of Coins 
in the India Museum. But the other seven, I believe, 
have not before been illustrated. 

The coins shown, of the Suryavamsi and Thakuri 
dynasties, are in the British Museum; as are alto those 
of the present Gorkha dynasty. The coins of the Malla 
dynasties are partly from my own collection and partly 
from those in the British Museum. The coins from the 
British Museum -are in each case noted in the list. The 
square double mohar of Pratapa Malla (PI. II, Fig- 1*) ' 3 
in the collection of Dr. Hoernle, who has kindly allowed 
me to reproduce it. 

I have to thank the authorities of the British Museum 


i proceeding* Asiatic Society of Bengal for May, 188T. 

* Marsden ; ‘ Nuittismata Oriental.. ” (1825), pL xlix ; vi*., PI. U, 

Fi*. 4. - Marsden Mcxvii •• PI. II, Pig- T = mcxxih ; PL HI, F,g. * = 
ucxx: PI. I v , Pig- 2 = 5 = Mcx ’> F, S- 4 ~ Mcxu > Fl *' 7 ~ 

***'»Vincent A. Smith, “Catalogue of Coins in. the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta*' (1908). vut. i, pi. .xxviii ; Marsden. op. cit\ pi. t. 
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for allowing me to have casts from their coins of the 
thirteen early coins, figured on Plate I, as also of fourteen 
of the coins of the Newar Malla kings, which arc shown on 
Plates II to VI as follows: PI. II, Figs, 1 and 11 ; PI, IIJ, 
Fig. 3; PI. IV, Figs. 1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, and 13 ; PI. v' 
Fig. 7; PI. VI, Fig. 9; and the thirteen coins of the 
present Gorkha dynasty given on Plate VII; *nd to 
thank Dr. Hoernle for letting me have a cast of the 
square double mohar of Pratapa Malla, in his collection 
(PI. II, Fig. 14). The remaining fifty-one coins of the 
Newar Malla kings, forming Plates II to VI. are from 
my own collection. 

As already noted, the coinage of Nepal falls under 
three main divisions. First, the early coins of the 
contemporaneous dynasty of Suryavarhsi Licchavi kings, 
whose capital was at Kailasakitla, 1 and of Thakuri kirn* 
with an adjacent palace at Managrha; second, those of the 
Malla dynasty of Newar kings which commenced with 
the conquest of the country by Jayasthiti Malla in 
1380 a.d., and whose coinage colninenced in 1556 A.O. 
and continued until the Gorkha conquest; and thinl, those 
of the Gorklia dynasty founded by Prthvj Narayana 
Saha’s conquest of the country in 1708 A.D., and which 
continues to the present-time. The second period of the 
Newar kings also falls into three subdivisions; namely, 
the kingdoms of Bhatgaon and Kathmandu into which 
the kingdom was divided by Yaksha Malla on his death 
circ. 1460 a. i)., and the kingdom of Piitan or Latibapur, 
which was divided from that o r Kathmandu dunnn the 
reign of Sivadeva, at the beginning on the sevwit anth 
century. 

The present kingdom of Nepal dates only from the 
Gorkha conquest of Prthvl Narayana in 1768. The 


i 


1 Ple«t, “Early Chronology of Nepal”: Indian Antiquary, vol. xiv. 
p. 350. 
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kingdom of Nepal, to which the earlier coins and those 
of the Newar Malta dynasties belong, was practically 
the small area comprised in the Nepal ^ alley and the 
mountains which surround it. The valley itself is 
comparatively level at an elevation of about 4,500 feet, 
the bed of a former lake, and its extent is about twenty 
miles from east to west, and fifteen from north to south, 
though both length and breadth vary considerably owing 
to the spurs running down from the mountains. W ithin 
this area too, and within a few miles of each other, 1 were 
Bhatgaon, Kathmandu, and Patan, the capitals of their 
respective Malla kingdoms, and also the earlier Licchavi 
capital of Managrha, and jointly the capital of the 
Thakuri kings with its palace of Kaila£akuta, which, as 
all their coins come from the immediate neighbourhood 
of Patan and Kathmandu, and their inscriptions are found 
in the immediate vicinity of Kathmandu,, probably occupied 
the same or an adjacent site. 11 

Nepal in this restricted sense formed part of the empire 
of Asoka, but had ceased to form part of that of Samudra 
Gupta in the fourth century a.d. About 640 a.d. it 
seemed to liave been subject to Harsha Vardhana, as 
his era, which dated from 606-7 a.d., is found on in¬ 
scriptions in the country at that time. 3 His suzerainty, 
however, lasted only a few years, and at the time of his 
death, in 048 A.D., Nepal was a dependency of Tibet, which 
it continued to he until 880 a,1)., when the institution of 
the Newar Era shows that the Newar kingdom had then 
succeeded in throwing oft' the Tibetan suzerainty, and had 
become an independent kingdom. 


r patan is only two miles south-east of Kathin'inila, and Bhatgaon 
nine miles to the east of it and eight miles from Patan. 

“Fleet, “The Early Gupta Inscriptions”: CW/mm liinrtjdionHm 

Indk'irnm, vol. iii. Appendix, p. IS!). . 

a Fleet, “ Inscriptions of the Early Gupta Kings and then- Successors ; 
Cor pm IkneriiAiomm ladkarmn, vol. iii, Ap|jendix, p. 1S9. 
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The history of Nepal, as given in the native chronicles, 
commences with the creation of the world, but is chiefly 
concerned with gods and mythological personages, until 
the time of Ne Muni, from whom the country is said 
to derive its name. This sage, having come to Nepal 
from the south, persuaded the people that there Mould be 
no Ksatria Rajas in the Kali Yuga, and installed as king 
one of the Goala settlers, who £fre said to have come 
into the country shortly before, with Krsna. 1 There 
were eight kings of this first Gupta dynasty, when, as 
the last king, Yaksa Gupta, had no issue, an Ahir 
from the plains of Hindustan came mid ruled over 
the country-. This Ahir dynasty continued for three 
generations, when the Kiratis came from east and 
conquered the country. There were twenty-nine kings 
of the Kirati dynasty, when they were- conquered 
by the Somuvaih&s, who ruled the country for live 
generations. The last of the Somavaihisi kings, having 
no children, 0 appointed as his successor one Bhfimi- 
vannan, a Ksatria of the Solar race of Rajputs of the 
Gautama gotra, who had been one of the followers of 
Sftkya Siihha Buddha of Kapilavastu, and had remained 
in Nepal after his departure.” s The Varhsavali gives the 
names of thirty-one kings of the SuryavaiiuH dynasty, 
the sixteenth of whom, £iva Deva, is the first whose date 
can be fixed. His date has been fixed from his inscriptions 
at 635 a.d, ; as also that of Artriu-vannan, Siva Deva’s 
minister, who founded the contemporary dynasty of 
Thakuri kings The subsequent kings of these dynasties, 
with their dates as fixed from inscriptions, are given by 
Dr. Fleet * as follows, the serial, number being that which 
they occupy in the Vaihsavali:— 


1 Wright: 14 History of Nepal,’ 1 p. 11)8. 

* Wright t op, cit., p. 114. 

:| Fleet : CorpttM irwcri^ionnm Miparufti, vol. iii, p, 178. 




THE COINAGE OF NEPAL. 


6 


Liccjiavi SuryavambI Dynasty. ThakcrI Dynasty. 



A . D . 



A . D . 


ie 

635 

Sivadeya. 

1 

635 

Ariiduvarman. 

17 

654 

Dhtavadeva. 


654 

Jisnu Gupta. 

18 


Yp^hadeva. 



Udayadeva. 

19 


^ ankaradeva . 



Narendradova 

20 


Dharinadem. 


725 

Sivadeva II. 

21 

705 

M&nadeva. 

12 

75) 

Jayadeva II 

£2 

733 

Mahldeva* 




23 

754 

Vasantascna, 





The fact that AiiiSu-varman was reigning between 
640 A.D. and 650 A.D. is also proved by the narrative of 
the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang, 

The succeeding names of the Licch&vi dynasty are given 
in the Yaihsavali as follows :•— 4 

24. Uday&deva. 

23. MAnadeva. 

26. Gmiakamadeva-varman. 

27. Si vadeva- varman. 

28. Nare ndrade va vannan. 

20. Blrimadevu. 

30. Visnudeva-varonan. 

31. Visvadeva-vannan. 

The names of the Thfikurl dynasty as given in the 
Yaih^avali differ altogether from those given above for 
that dynasty. Professor Sylvain L4vi, however, assigns 
an earlier date to the above Lieehavi kings. He considers 
that there is not sufficient evidence to show that they 
were subject to Samudra Gupta, but that the word 
pratyanta ("frontier States'), amongst which Nepal is 
included, in the panegyric of Samudra Gupta has been 
misunderstood, and means, not a subject state, but an 


1 Wright: **History of Nepal,” p. 313. 
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independent state forming the boundary of the empire. 
He therefore considers that the dates in their inscriptions 
are either in a Lieehavi era of their own, which commenced 
in 113 A.b. f or are in the 6aka era, and fixes the date 
of Manadeva as between 497 and 524 a.d. on the former 
hypothesis, or between 464 and 491 A.D. on the latter, 
and considers that in his time the kingdom was not 
partitioned. 1 

At the time when the coinage of Nepal commences, there 
were, thus, reigning from a joint capital at Kathmandu 
a dynasty of Lieehavi kings, who are styled in their 
inscriptions Licchavikula and in the native chronicles 
SilryavaihSa, who used the Gupta era, reigning over the 
eastern portion of the country, and of Thakuri kings, who 
used the Harsha era, reigning from a joint capital over the 
western portion. 4 

The coins of the first period have been described by 
Sir A. Cunningham in “Coins of Ancient India by 
Professor Bend all, who has described the specimens of 
these coins in the library of the German Oriental 
Society; 4 and by Mr. V. Smith and Dr. Hoenile, who 
have described specimens of these coins in the Pro¬ 
ceedings of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 5 

A coin of the same type as that shown on PI I, Fig. 5, 
is figured by Professor Rapson in his “ Indian Coins” 0 
and a specimen of the type given in PI. I, Fig. 10, is 
figured in “The New Catalogue of Coins in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta ” (ph xxviii, fig, I), For convenience of 

1 Sylvain L*vi : *• La N4pal,” pp. 113-116; Lcroux, Paris, 1903. 

a FI*©t, op. qfit., p, 190. 

3 Sir A, Cunningham : “Coinsof Andwt India”{189J), p. 112et 
and pi. xiii. 

4 Zritoehrift far DtuUckt it 3forgetUtinditcktit Cfoe/frdtqft, Leipzig, 18S2, 
vol xxxvi, p. 651. 

* P.A.S.B. for May, 1887, and March, 1888. 

* Indian Coins,” by E. J. Kapson : Gnmdriu far inao*Ari*ch*n 
Philotoyk und Alttrtamekanfa, vol. ii, p. 32, and pi. v, fig. 10. 
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reference I give below a Table showing the specimens of 
the early Nepal coins which liave been previously described, 1 
These early coins are large copper pieces of varying 
weight, but with the exception of coins No* 1 (197 grains) 
and No, (i (249 grains), they approximate to a standard 
of 11 punas, or 180 grains, the weight of the pan a 
being 144 grains.- As noted by Sir A* Cunningham 


1 Tillilc for reference to early Nefml corns previously described;— 
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* The Indian ‘handful, 1 derived from pdnt, ‘the hand,* “wu* 

u handful of cowrie shelle usually reckoned at SO* This tern pun is 
still u?*ed in Bengal where a pan of cowrie shells consists of 20 gaiufas, 
or 1 20 fours 1 of cowries. By repeated trials I have found that SO cowries 
form a very fair average handful But the /lawn was also a copper coin 
of SO rat* seeds in weight (144 grains} and HO cowries in value*' 
(Cunningham, C*A,I„ p. 1), 
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and Professor Rapson, 1 they bear a resemblance to the 
second class of Yaudeya coins, which is probably due 
to a common origin from the coins of the Kusanaa 
Their symbols of the standing humped bull and the 
standing lion with its tail curled over its back are also 
found on the Fajanya coins of the second or first century 
B.C. 2 The standing bull and standing lion on two of those 
coins are exactly the same as on the Nepal coins* The 
conclusion that the Nepal coinage was derived from that 
of the Kusanas is borne out by the fact that Kusana coins 
have been dug up in the neighbourhood of Kathmanelft 
which would seem to show that these coins were either 
current in Nepal in early times, being brought by 
merchants, or were brought by pilgrims. X have two coins 
of Wema Kadphises (85-120 a*d*) and one cf Kanishka 
(120-150 a*d*), which were dug up at Kathmandu* which 
were sent me by Colonel Pears when resident in Nepal 
The seated figure of a deity on a lotus-seat, and also the 
seated figure of a aeity or kiilg on a throne with one leg 
hanging down, were also probably copied from the KusAna 
coinage* In some coins of Huvishka* the seated figure 
is so like that on Manahka's coin (PL I, Fig* Ij as to 
at once suggest the connection* The seated figure of the 
deity or king with one leg hanging down, and the trident 
on long straight shaft with battle-axe to left, as on coins 
of Fasupati (PI* I, Fig* 2), also have their prototypes in 
the Kusana coins of Kadphises II * and uf Huvishka, the 
humped bull standing by itself in coins of Kadphises* T* 
and the elephant in coins of Huvisnka, though with 
a rider on its back* The elaborate symbol of a trident on 
the revere of the coin of Jisou Gupta, resembling the 


1 E* J. Rapson, op. oit., p* 32. 

a 11 Catalogue of Coins in Indian Museum, Caleutto 1906, vol 1, 
p* 179, pi* xxi, figs* 11 and 12. 

3 C.C.I.M.C., vol* i, p* 82, semi 47, and pi. xuj, fig* 6* 

4 Ibid*, p. 68, serial 3, and pi, xi, fig. 6* 

5 Ibid., p* 67, serial 17, and pi* xi, fig* 4* 

j*r* a.s* 1908. 
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Florentine Giglia, appears to be a form of the “ nandipada 
tritiula" the two hoofs of the bull Nandi forming the 
pedestal at its base* A simple design, the parts of which 
are essentially the same though unelaborately formed, but 
in which the two hoofs clearly appear, occurs on a coin 
of Raja Kurauda Sena, 1 one of the early kings of Ayodhya 
(between 150 B*C* to 100 a*d*), with a standing bull on 
the reverse, similar to the bull on the Nepal coins* The 
seated figures also bear a close resemblance to those on 
the Gupta coins, The vase of flowers with streamers 
which figures on the coins of Paiupati (PL I, Figs* 12 
and 13) occurs on copper coins of Chandra Gupta II 
(about 375-413 a*d*), where it bears the same shape as 
that of the ordinary brass lota, and the resemblance 
suggests that the Nepal coin was copied from that coin. 

The names which appear on the coins are as follows:— 

Mananka. (Coin No* 1 ; PL I, Fig* L) 

This name does not occur in the list of kings given 
in the YaiftS&valL But it would appear to be the same 
as Manadeva, whose date, as already noted, is given by 
Dr* Fleet as 705 a*d*, and by Professor L6vi as either 
497 a*D. or 404 a.D. Professor Bendall* thought that 
it was probably another name, or biruda, of Ahriuvarman, 
But he based this opinion on the supposition that the 
legend on the obverse is Sri Bhagini, and suggested that 
the explanation of the legend is to be found in inscription 
No* 7 of the series of inscriptions published in The Indian 
Antiquary , voL ix, p* 171, in which King Artriu-varman 
proclaims that his sister (Bhagini) BhogadevI has dedicated 
a linga to the temple of Fa^upati The legend on the 
obverse, howevei', is clearly not Bhagiji€> but Bhoghil, 
1 the enjoyable one,* which probably applies to the goddess 

1 CC.LM.C. t voL i, p. 150, serial 14, and pi xix, fig* 15* 

h Zeit*chrift iter Dent when MorgenWndiachtn voL xxxvt, 

p 651 * 
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seated on the lotus, as Dr* Hoernle supposes* 1 Professor 
Sylvain Levi 2 points out that the term Bhogini was used 
for the wives of kings other than the principal wife, the 
Mahisi, but thinks it unlikely that such a title would 
be used as the name of a person, or placed on a coin, and 
also considers that it is the name of the goddess* In 
any case there appears to be no sufficient reason to suppose 
it to be a coin of Aiiriu-varmaris, or Manahka to be his 
biruda. Dr. -Hoernle reads Manahka, f the Mana-marked/ 
as a biruda, of Manadeva, 'the lord of Mana/ a name 
which in both cases was taken by him owing to his 
belonging to the family who ruled from the palace of 
Managrha. Professor L6vi, 3 on the other hand, takes 
the word to apply to the coin 'bearing the mark of 
Mana/ viz. M&nadeva* 

GunAiStka, (Coin No* 2 ; PL I, Figs* 2 and 3*) 

(' Bearing the mark of Gui^a. 1 ) This would appear to 
be a coin of Gun&k&madeTa, who, according to the 
VaiiiMvali, was the twenty-sixth king of the Licehavi 
dynasty* Professor L4vi reads Gun&hka (similarly to 
M&n&hka) as meaning money bearing the mark of Guna 
(-kftm&deva). The coins of this name bear a seated 
goddess on the obverse and an elephant on the reverse, 
The coin No* 2 is the only type of these Early Nepal 
coins which is not surrounded with the characteristic of 
dots, but has a plain convex band in place of it* 

Yaisravana* (Coin No* 4; PL I f Fig* 4*) 

This name does not occur in the list of kings given in 
the Yariisavall. Cunningham suggests that as the name 
is a patronymic of Kuvera it might possibly be a coin of 
Kuvera Deva, the ninth king of the SCuyavartili dynasty* 
But, as he observes, this would place the date of the coin 

P*A,S.B* for March, 1888, 1 M Le N4pa!>” voL ii, p. 107* 

3 4 ‘ Mivnaiika; (tnonnaic) 4 la marque de M&na Le N6pal, voL ii, 

p* 106* 
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too early, as it is of the same nature as the others and 
the Gupta characters of the inscription a^e of the same 
date* It is probably, therefore, the name of a god, as in 
the case of the coins of Fasupata, and its date cannot be 
fixed. These coins bear a seated figure on the obverse 
and the divine cow f ‘ Kamadelii ” (or Kamadhenu) on the 
reverse, as in the coins of Aihsu-varman. 

Kamadhenu is connected with the legendary history 
of Nepal, as given in the VaiiiMvalf, in the following 
manner:—Mahesvar appeared in the shape of a deer in 
a grove near Kathmandu, and disclosed himself in the 
form of light which pervaded the seven firmaments abovt, 
the earth and the seven firmaments below. On seeing 
this Brahma went upwards to see how far the light 
extended, and Vi*ou went downwards for the same 
purpose. Having returned from their journeys they met 
near a village oi; the hill south of Kathmandu, and on 
comparing notes Vimu said that he was not able to find 
the limit to which the light extended, whilst Brahma 
declared that lie had gone beyond it. Visnu then called 
for witnesses, and BrahmH produced Kamadhenu, who on 
being asked to declare the truth corroborated Brahm&’s 
assertion with her mouth, whilst she shook her tail by 
way of denying it. Visr^u then, seeing what was the 
truth, uttered a curse on Brahma, to the effect that hia 
image should nowhere be worshipped, and on Kamadhenu, 
that her mouth should be impure, but he] tail sacred. 
Having done this, he remained in that place with the cow, 
hut Brahma disappeared. 1 

AMSU"V,iEJtAS. (Coins Nos. 5-7 ; PI. I, Figs. 5-7.) 

This king, who was the founder of the Thftkurl dynasty, 
reigned from 635 to 654 a.D. His coins bear on the obverse 
a winged lion with raised paw. The lion on his coins 
differs from that on Mananka’s coin in being winged, but 


1 Wright, p. H2, 
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there is an unwinged lion similar to Manahkas on the 
obverse of one type of his coins (Fig. 7). On the obverse 
of another type of his coins (Fig. 5) is the divine cow 
' f Kamadehi" and ou another (Fig. 6) is the title, Maha- 
rajadhirajasya, round & central sun. 

Jiyyr Gupta* (Coin No. 8; PL I, Fig. 8.) 

This king was the son and successor of Aihsu-varman. 
His date is also fixed, by inscriptions, at 654 A.D., which 
is corroborated by the narrative of Hiuen Tsang, His 
coin bears a wingeo bull with, raised paw on the obverse, 
but it differs from the lion on his father s coins in having 
the tail hanging down and not curled over the back. The 
reverse is an elalx>rately ornamental form of the trident. 

Pasupati. (Coins Nos 9-20; PI. I, Figs. 9-13.) 

There is nothing to fix the date of these coins. They 
are of six distinct types, four of which are shown on the 
Plate. On the obverses are a recumbent bull, a standing 
bull with crescent, a trident with an axe attached to its 
shaft; on the reverse of these coins are various forms of 
a sun with rays. There is also another type (Fig. 12) 
with a seated crowned figure, apparently a king, on the 
obverse, and a vase of flowers on the reverse, which 
resembles coins of the Guptas, and would appear to have 
been copied from them. There is also another type 
(coin No. 10 ; not illustrated! on the obverse of which is 
a recumbent bull, as in Pi. I. Fig 9, and on the revenue 
the ornamental form of ** nanf^mda trihda ** found on 
the reverse of Jisnt Guptas coin (Fig. 8). This is 
interesting, for as it appears to be the only coin of 
Pa£upati bearing that revem whereas there are several 
examples of the other tyoes, it suggests that the reverse 
of this coin, which is unusual for the Pasupati coins, was 
copied from that of Jisnu Gupta, and thus shows that these 
coins are subsequent to his date. 
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The number of these early coins which have been found 
is not large. Cunningham 1 mentions that he obtained 
mast of the coins which he describes from Colonel Warren, 
who collected them in Kashmir. According to his list 
there were about a hundred legible coins and thirty- 
seven that were unnamed. Cunningham himself also 
had twenty-three coins that came from Benares, and 
twenty which he obtained at Gaya by purchase in the 
Bazaar, or at Buddha Gaya in the small votive stupas* 
The Gaya coins were, as he says, no doubt found by 
workpeople at Buddha Gaya, and were no doubt votive 
offerings of pilgrims from Nepal. The coins described by 
Mr* V* Smith and Dr. Hoernle were from a collection of 
forty coins obtained at Kathm&n$u by Dr. Gimlette, the 
Residency surgeon*- Dr* Hoernle has a collection of 
eleven of these coins which he collected at Kathmandu, 
and 1 have seven from Kathmandu. There are 106 of 
these coins in the British Museum, but some of them 
are from Cunningham's and Colonel Warren’s collections, 
and are therefore included in the numbers already given. 
The number of specimens of each type of coin in the 
British Museum is given in the list of these coins* 
Cunningham, writing in '1891, says: fl The coins of 
Pasupati are by far the most numerous, as they form 
about half of the known specimens of the early Nepalese 
coinage* The coins of Am4uvarma form about one-fourth, 
and the remainder are nearly equally divided between 
Manahka, Gunaiika, and Jisnu Gupta*" 4 To the latter 
should be added VaiiSravana* 


3 C. A, I., p. 114. 

* Of these, & ooin of M&n&fika (Pi* I, Fig* 1) and the three coins of 
Aihau*vwmtin (PI* I, Figt* 5-7) were made over to the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal, and are now in the Indian Museum at Calcutta* There wai> 
only one specimen of Am»u-var man's coin (PI. I, Fig. 6) amongst the lot* 
Thro® specimens of Man&hka and five of Am4u-varmau, which were then 
retained by Mi 1 * V* Smith, are now in the Bibliotheque Nationals, Paris 
(V* Smith, C.C.LU.C.. vol* i, p 283}* * C*A*L, p* 115* 
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I have not ascertained the number of these coins in the 
Bodleian Collection, or those in the Cambridge Museum, 
or the Museum of the Biblioth&que Nationale at Paris* 

COINS OF THE MALLA DYNASTY OF NEWAR 

KINGS* 

The coinage of the New&r kings is of an entirely 
different character to the previous coins of Nepal already 
noticed* With the exception of one king of Kathmandh, 
Jaya PrakaSa (1736 A*d*), who coined gold as well as 
silver, the coinage is entirely a silver coinage* It is 
based on a mohar of the weight of six masas, a broad 
bean used in India as a weight* Cunningham notes that 
the masa averages 14'6 grains, 1 and the weight of six 
masas is therefore 87'6 grains* The inohars, with the 
exception of lighter coins of one or two kings, vary in 
weight between 80 and 90 grains, and ^the fractional 
coins based on them show a corresponding variation in 
proportion* Half inohars, quarter mohars, eighth inohars, 
and in the case of one king, Jaya Prakasa, a sixteenth of 
a mohar and a do-dam, 1 or thirty-second part of a mohar, 
were also coined* The value of the mohar was eight annas, 
and two of them were equivalent to the Mogul rupee. 

Although there is one specimen of a double mohar, 
the square coin of Pratapa Maila, shown on PI* II, Fig* 14, 
the fact that there are no other coins of this value, and 
that the square form does not occur again, leads to the 
conclusion that this specimen must have been a medal, or 
a nimr. Kirkpatrick distinctly says that the sicca, or 
double mohar, " has been known in this countiy only 
since the time of Prthvi Narayan.” * 

The Vamsavall (Native Chronicle), translated in Wright's 
« History of Nepal,*’ says that Ratna Malla (the first king 
of the separate kingdom of Kathmandu), “ having brought 

1 14 Coins of Ancient India, 1 * p* 2* 

Kirlqiatvick, op* cit*, p* 217* 
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copper from Tamba Khani, Introduced pice (paisa) into 
the currency instead of swkichas” (viz. quarter mohars, 
worth eight pice), but I have not heard of any copper coins 
of the Mallas, and the chronicle probably refers to the 
" dumpy pice/ 3 lumps of copper, which were used in Nepal, 
as, until recently, in India. 1 

The mohar w as first coined by Mahendra Malla, King 
of Kathmandu, who reigned in 1566 A.D. In the Yaih^a- 
vail it is recorded that: “ He went to Dihli with a present 
of a swan and hawks for the Emperor, who, being much 
pleased therewith, granted him permission to strike coin in 
his own name, in weight six mashas. He struck this coin 
and called it Mohar, and made it current in every part of 
his country,” 2 

Professor L4vi thinks that this story of Mahendm 
Malla a visit to the Emperor of Delhi is open to suspicion ; 
as the reign of Mahendra Malla fell between 1550 and 
1570 a.d., when the throne of Delhi was violently shaken, 
Huiuayun had lieen defeated by the Afghan Slier Khan 
in 1531*, and had fled from the country, Sher Shah's 
successors were weakened by internal wars. Humayun 
returned and took Delhi in 1555, and died six months 
after. His son Akbar was a minor, and did not exercise 
personal rule until the close of 1560, and then passed 
seven years in putting down the seditions which broke out 
in all parts. 3 

But however this may be, what made it possible for 
Mahendra Malia to strike a silver coinage was the fact 
that lie made a treaty with Tibet, by which he supplied 
the coinage of that country, and obtained from Tibet the 
silver for the purpose. This privilege, besides supplying 
Nepal with the silver for its own coinage, continued to 
be the source of an extensive annual revenue to Nepal, 

* Wright: “History of Nepal ” (1377), p. m 
a Ibid., p. 907. 

B Levi j “ Le Nepal," vol. ii, p- 240. 
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from the royalty it obtained on the coins that were 
supplied from it for currency in Tibet. 

This privilege of supplying the currency of Tibet was 
at any rate subsequently shared by the kingdom of 
Bhatgaon, and, in fact, became the' monopoly of that 
kingdom ; for the coin of Bhupatindra Malta of Bhatgaon 
(PI. II, Fig. 3) was current in Tibet, and while the last 
coins of this early pattern, of Kathmandu, are those of 
Pratapa Malta, a.d. 1641, and of Patau, those of Sri Nivaga, 
a.d. 1661, they continued to be coined by Bhatgaon up 
to the end of the Malla dynasty. The earliest examples 
of the Malla coinage of the three kingdoms respectively 
are that of Laksminara Siiiiha of Kathnmmlu, undated 
(PI. II, Fig. 9); next, that of his successor, Pratapa Malla, 
of date 1641 a.d. (PI. II, Fig. 10): of Jagatprnkasa of 
Bhfttgaon, of date 1642 a.d. (PI. II, Fig. 1) ; and of Siddhi 
Xarasiihha of Patau, of date 1031 A.n. (Pi. V, Fig. 1). 
These coins arc all of the same design. This shows that 
the kingdom of Bhatgaon in its coinage, and subsequent !y, 
on its formation, the kingdom of PiVtan, adopted the design 
which was probably adopted from the tirst by Jaya 
Mahendra Malla for the Tibetan coinage, and at the sam 
time for the coinage of Nepal itself. It will thus be seen 
that although the Nepal-Tibet coinage was commenced by 
Jaya Mahendra about the year 1556, there are no examples 
of his coinage nor of that of his successors, Sadasiva Malla, 
Siva Deva, or Hariharasiiiiha, the earliest being that of 
Laksminava Sirhha and his contemporaries Jagutprakasa of 
Bhatgaon and Siddhi Narasiihha of Patan. Even these are 
earlier than any coin that I have come across hi Tibet, 
where the earliest coin I have found is that of Bhiipatindra 
Malla of Bhatgaon, of date "1096 (PI. II, Fig. 3), and 
of that I have only found two specimens, and these were 
considered rarities. 

Marsden notes that the Gorkhi king Prthvi .N&riyana 
called in all the previous coinage of the Malla dynasties, so 
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that even in his own reign it was difficult to obtain any 
<tf the money of his predecessors, but this would not 
account for the disappearance of only the coins of the 
earlier kings, while specimens of the later ones remain, 
nor for their disappearance in Tibet, Although the quantity 
coined at first was probably small, it is still difficult to 
account for this entire disappearance of the earlier 
coinage. 

In a paper on the coinage of Tibet, which I read before 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal/ I suggested that the 
cliaractera around the margin of these coins, which no 
Newitr or Tibetan understands or can account for, might 
be intended for an imitation of the characters on the 
Beni of the Dalai Lama, which they to some extent 
resemble. The Dalai Lama’s seal is the official symbol 
of the Tibetan Government, for whose circulation they 
were intended, and I thought that for this reason it was 
not unlikely that the seal might be represented on a coin 
intended for the currency of Tibet. 

At the time of reading the present paper, however, 
Professor Rapsou pointed out that, if looked at upside 
down, they bear a close resemblance to the Arabic characters 
oft the coins of the Mahomedim kings of Bengal, I think 
there is no doubt that he is right, and the resemblance 
to certain coins oE Ghiyus-ud-dm Mahmud Shall, who 
wtta king of Bengal from 152(1 to 1537 A.ix, is so striking 
as to suggest that these particular coins were copied 
by Muhendnv Alalia for his mohar* I give below for 
comparison a copy of coins Nos. 147 and 149, in the 
Catalogue of the Coins of tile Kings of Bengal in the 
British Museum, together, with a copy of the coin of 
iviksminara Sbhlia. the earliest of the coins of KathinMdfi, 
which ia shown on PL II, Fig. 9:— 


* E. H, C, Walsh, **TIk' Crime* of Tibet’t Mmoir* A.&R, voLII, 
Nik 2. f». 1L 
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f 2 3 

1. Coin No. 149, Viewed upside down, of 4 Gliiyiis-utbdin MuJmiOd Shiifi, 
date 034 a.h. - 1327 .4. a 1 

*2, Coin No. 147, of Ghiyfl*-ml-dln MuinniUl Shfdi, date 933 a.ii. - 
3526 A.D f 

3. Coin of Lakpmbiuru Siirdnt of Kuihnimidit. 


or iiiuntn L,om* m the AJuKeum, by Stanley 

Lane Poole, 1885* \h 14, 

KINGS OF BENGAL. 

XLIX* Ohti/(7f-ud*dhi Mahmud ShAh III. 
tPartial rule, A f u. 933-0 = a. d. 1528-32; a. h, 030-44 * A, t». 1532-37. ) 

No. ‘ " 


Mint and 
Date. 


147 


NasratAbacl 
933 


Dksckiption. 


Gbv. 


140 


Muhammad- 

fd Hid. 




Stiiier, 

Bev - JiiU\ ill 

O 

j)\ ,rr *j UaL.. 

J*v lj-a } 

Id each centre, *imdl circle— 

L5 6 '" 

* ^ 

Plate vii, At Htf. Wt. Itjtf, 
Same, but iU tmntpo*ed from liesrinniiig of rev. n> 
end of oliW ; inscription differently zirraiiircd, 
und mint and date lift* jLU**-*, 

3%te viL I.O.C. M. HG 
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The resemblance of the Nepal coin to both the coins of 
GlriyAs-ud-din referred to is most striking, and especially 
to No. 140, from which the circle of dots round the 
margin of these coins would also seem to be copied. 
The territories of the Bengal kings were conterminous 
with Nepal, and their coins no doubt found their way 
into that country and were familiar there, which accounts 
for their being imitated by Mahendra Mai la when he 
instituted his coinage. 

The enclosure of the inscription within a square area, 
on these first Malla coins, was also probably copied from 
the coins of the Bengal kings, and occurs on the coins 
of Muhammad Shah,Ghazi x =s A.i>. 1552“!554, and GhiyftH- 
ud-dln Bahadur Shfth* 1554-1560, 

The following is an extract from the paper which I read 
before the Asiatic Society of Bengal on the Coinage of 
Tibet (Memoirs A.S.B., voL ii, No. 2, pp. 11-23) 

Kirkpatrick, in the account of his mission to the kingdom of 
Nepal in 1793, writes: u Tn« silver eight-anna piece, now called 
Mohr and Adhceda, was formerly denominated Mehnder-Mulie, a 
after the Prince who first struck it, and by treaty established it in 
the neighbouring kingdom of Tibet; this prince would appear to 
liavo been one of the successors of Hur Bing Beo, and of the 
dynasty of Khatimmdu, which city is said to have exclusively 
enjoyed for some time the privilege of supplying Tibet with coin, 
a privilege the more singular as it wax from this very country that 
Nopal obtained her silver bullion. The origin of this practice is 
ordinarily referred to the superstitious reverence in which the 
valley of Nepal, and, more especially, the north-west parts of it 
(Highl celebrated for their sanctity), has been wont to be held by 
the spiritual sovereigns of Tibet; but, whatever may have been 
the, cause of it, there is not a doubt that the present Nepal 
Government made the departure of the Tibetans from ancient 
usage in this respect, the pretext for the war which it waged 

1 Catalogue of Indian Coins in the British Museum; “ Kings of 
Bong*' Ml, j>l, vii, fig. 133. 
a Ibki», p 33. pi. vii, tig. l.VV 
* Mohendm Malla, 13*W a.ix 
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about four years ago against the confederated Lanins; as evidently 
appeals from a memorial transmitted to me from Nopal on tins 
subject, an extract of which is given in Appendix No, IT. 

“The Mehnder-Mulie exhibited anciently a representation of 
Lehassa on one side, and, on the reverse, the name, titles, and 
emblems of the reigning sovereign of Khatmandu. Since the 
conquest of Nepal by Purthi Nurnin, no allusion to Lehnssu hus 
been preserved, the Mohr bearing on one side tho following 
inscription: Sri Sri Sri Bun Behauder Shah Dewu, and, on the 
other, Sri Sri Goorknath Sri Bhowaui, with the year of the Soka 
and certain emblems allusive to the Hindu superstition, os the sun, 
moon, Triaool, of Mahadeo, etc/’ 1 

With reference to this statement of Kirkpatrick’s 
Professor Levi 2 says that a coin figured in the Mimio 
Apostolica Thib*tana 3 simply bears on the obverse tho 
effigy of the king, and on the reverse a horse standing 
towards the left and turning back his head. I have 
referred to this coin, which m figured on p. 202 of the 
Missio Apostolica, It is clearly a coin of the Yueh-ti, 
and is an imitation of the -coins of the Indo-Scythians, 
and, allowing for its being a larger size and for elaborate 
drawing, is similar to a coin figured by Sir A, Cunningham 
on plate xiii of vol. ix of third series of the NumisnaUic 
Chronicle. As the Missio Apostolica Thihfstana ia not 
generally procurable, I give below a tracing of the coin 
referred to, together with Cunningham’s coin which it 
resembles :— 


1 41 An Account of thq Kingdom of Nepal, being the substance of 
observations made during & mission to that country in the year 17&V' 
by Col. Kirkpatrick, London, William Miller, 3811, pp. 217, 218, 

2 L^vi : 41 Le Nepal,” vol. ii, p. 247. 

3 “Missio Apostolica Thibetan a Seraphica. Day is neue durch 
Pkbstlichen Gewalt Indem Grossen Thibetan ische Keich. Von don am 
EP. Capucineren aufgerichtet© Mission und iiber Dolche von H. P. 
Francisco Horatio della Penna, etc.” Milnchen, 1740, 
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Fits. 1* Tracing of coin given on p. 202, Mimo ApotfoHc* ThU^tnna* 
Fio, 2* Yuehdi coin, figured by Sir A. Cunningham* 1 


From the above, it is clear that the coin referred to is 
not the original Nepalese coinage for Tibet, and is not 
in fact a Tibetan coin at alb It appears at the foot of 
a plate of what purports to be an example of Tibetan 
writing (“Thibetaner Sehrift”), but which is actually 
a Christian invocation and the Lords Prayer, written in 
Hindi! This shows the value of the plate as regards the 
coin also, to which I do not find any reference in the text, 
and, as Grnrio della Penna could not have made such 
a mistake as to show Hindi writing as an example of 
Tiljctiui, the whole plate has, I think, been edited into the 
book by the compilers, who evidently in Europe did not 
know what either the writing or the coin was, but thought 
them suitable material to illustrate an Oriental book* 

The originally exclusive privilege of the Raja of KhutmandQ 
to coin for Tibet, mentioned by Kirkpatrick, did not long continue, 


1 The coin ia described ft* follow*; “Pl. i, fig- 4, 0 5 in., Al t 2H gr¬ 
it ode copy of h 1 Ivor drachma. Diademed howl of king to L with 
moustaches. Native legend of five characters l>ehhi<i the heud, as hi 
No. 3. Rev* ; Horae's head to L with ihmk letter w. N-B. —These 
coins are very rare, but there arc number* of very rude copies hi two 
different eb-es.” — Xitmiamatic Chronkh t «#r. HI, voL ix (iSSIfb pi. xni, 
fig. 4- 
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but was also shared by the kingdom ol Bluitgaon, by the lime of 
BhQpatTndra Malta, whose coins were current in Tibet, where they 
are known as argi dr tig-pa y or * number six,’ from the last 
figure of their No war date, 816 ; while those of Jay a Hayujitu 
Kalla, the* lust king of Bhutguon, are still current. 

. The reason for the discontinuance of this coinage was*, that 
it became so debased under the later kings of Bhutguon that 
when the Gorkhns conquered the country they would not continue 
coining coins for Tibet if they had to exchange at par with the 
debased coins then in circulation, and the dispute over this question 
was made the pretext of the war between Nepal and Tibet in 1768, 
Kirkpatrick publishes an “ extract from a Memorial of the OourA 
of Khatmandu, relative to the? origin of the War with Tibet,” 
which gives a full account of the dispute. I give below the portion 
which veiates to the coinage:— 

“ In ancient times there subsisted a close union between the 
Rajahs of Nepaul and Bhoat (i.e. Tibet); when the pure Mehmler- 
mulli of the coinage of the, former country was the current 
money of the latter. During the respective reigns, however, 
of Rajah Jy Purkaush Mull, the sovereign of Nopal, and of 
Rajah Runjeet Mull, the ruler of Bhatgong, the Mcdmdor mulli 
became much debased, the consequence of which was that at the 
period Nepal passed into the possession of the Goorkhu, Bhoat 
was full of this base coin. The Maharajah (he. Pirthi Norum) 
immediately put a stop to this improper practice, sending at the 
same time a friendly deputation to Bhoat for the purpose of 
stating the mischievous consequences that would ensue wore it 
persisted in, and of engaging the Lamas to revert to the ancient 
usage by giving circulation only to a pure currency, 

“ To this representation the rulers of Bhoat replied that the 
amount of base Mehnder-mulli then in their country was very 
considerable; that the suppression of it would consequently be 
attended with great loss to their people; and that, therefore, they 
coukl not agree to the introduction of the pure Mehnder-mulU 
proposed by the Maharajah, but must desire that the Ooorkhas 
would continue to supply them with the adulterated coin, 

“Nine or ten years elapsed in this, ncgociation between the 
two governments without their being able to fix on any plan of 
accommodation. At length the Gdorkha envoy proposed that, 
as they could not stop the circulation of the base coin witli which 
they had been supplied, they should, at least, establish a just rate 
of exchange between the base and pure coinage, to the end that 
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the merchants of either country might stand in their commercial 
transactions on the same footing as formerly* The Bhootw, 
however, would by no means consent to such a regulation; but* on 
the contrary, absolutely directed that the base and genuine money 
should be considered* in all negotiations of trade, as one and the 
same; the consequence of which was that for three or four years 
there was no sort of traffic carried on between the two countries* 
The circulation of the Nepaulian coin accordingly ceased (i.e. in 
Tibet). The Goorkha, nevertheless, continuing to retain his 
friendly disposition towards the Bhootiae, endeavoured to prevail 
on them to depute some respectable person to the common 
boundary, there to meet and, in, concert with deputies from 
Nepaul, derise some arrangement for the mutual benefit of the 
two states, as, without a speedy adjustment of the matter, it was 
evident that the trade of the two countries must bo inevitably 
ruined. The Bhoolias, however, were so far from listening to this 
reasonable proposal, that they, on the contrary, sent word 
tauntingly to the Goorkha that they had constructed a new road 
through the plain or valley of Tingri; that they were establishing 
a post on the common frontier; and that they had assembled an 
armj of 125,000 men, and that, if the Goorkha wished for war, 
he was welcome to advance/ 11 

The profits made by the Nepal Government on the silver 
coinage for Tibet are said by Kirkpatrick to have been a lakh of 
rupees annually. 3 He adds : “It is to be observed that all silver 
brought into Nepaul f rom Tibet, in the way of commerce, must ho 
carried to the mint at Khatmanda, no silver bullion being allowed 
to pass into Hindustan, In exchange for his bullion the merchant 
receives Nepa.nl rupees, the Government deriving a profit of twelve 
per cent, from the transaction, four per cent, being charged on 
account of coinage and eight arising from the alloy of the rupee. 

11 With respect to gold, it has usually been a monopoly in the 
hands of Government, who obliged the traders from Tibet to sell it 
at the mint at the rate of eight rupees per tolah, whence the 
Tick salt 3 retails it sometimes at the advanced price of fourteen 
rupees per tolah/ 14 

5o, altogether, the New&r Government made a large profit out of 
their monopoly of the coinage for Tibet. 

Since the Goorkha conquest, Nepal has not again coined for 


1 Op. di, pp, 339-40. 

* A NcpdJerM official. 


a Op, cit. p p 21L 
4 Opt cit>, pp 211-12, 
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Tibet, though, since the conclusion of the war, the Nepalese- 
Gorkha mohars have passed freely current in Tibet along with the 
Tibetan eurrency and are called cM-tang or * tang-ka* for cutting/ 
Owing to those being the tang-ha that is generally subdivided. 

The coin of Jaya Ranajita (PL II, Fig. 5) is known in 
Tibet as the. nag tang, or ' blaqk tang-ka/ There are 
a large number of these coins stili in circulation, and 
many years of grease have made them black enough to 
deserve their name. A large number of these coins are 
also still current in Bhutan. 

That the mohars of this first type were the design 
coined primarily for the Tibet coinage, and were con¬ 
sequently continued for that purpose, is supported by the 
fact that we find other coins of an entirely different device 
and character struck by the same kings, and even in the 
same year, reserved, no doubt, for the currency within 
Nepal, An example of this are the coins of Jaya Ranajita 
Mafia of Bhatgfion (Nos. o and 6; Pl, II, Figs. 4- and 8); 
of Fratapa Malla of Kathmandu (Nos. 11 and 12; PL II* 
Figs. 10 and 12); and Srinivasa Malla of Ffttan (Noa, 53 
and 54; PI. V, Figs. 3 and 4). 

Besides the silver coinage there was until recently a 
copper currency of rough unstamped lumps of copper, 
called dhebua , corresponding to the 'dumpy pice* that 
were formerly current in India. Four of these dhebuds 
make a gayda, and 25 gmidas are equal to one rupee; m 
that 12 J gandaa or 50 dfwbwds were equal to the mohar. 
With the exception of Jaya Prakaia Malla, none of the 
New&r kings coined silver coins of less denomination than 
the half mohar (called suM, auki, or siki) and the quarter 
mohar (called do-ant), and as 6£ gandm or 25 dhebnm 
were equal to the mkd, and 3 gandas or 12 dlwbuas equal 
to the do-dni, the copper currency was in accordance with 
the silver coinage. As regards Jaya Prak&4a Mafia’s coins 
of smaller value, they probably were never in general 
circulation. 


J.R.A.S. 1908, 
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The Gorkhaw, however, who adopted the Newar system 
of silver coinage, carried out its subdivisions to lower 
denominations, and there are thus under the Gorkhas two 
systems of currency below the mohar—the old New&r 
system of 1 Facia Ganda/ to which the Gorkhas sub¬ 
sequently added a coin called dy&k, equivalent to the 
Indian double pice; and the silver system of # Sohra Ganda/ 
The two systems are given below* 


The Pads Gamla System. 

1 mohar = 2 suka, sukl, or sikb 

I sukii, etc* — 2 do-iinl = gan^as of copper ^heouas 

or 25 <Jhobua9* 

I do-iinT = 3 gancjoe of copper dhebuaa or 12 ^hebuas. 

I do-ilrh - 6 dyaka (double pice), a Grorkha coin. 

1 dyak = 2 «Jhebuas (JVWdr), 2 paisa (Gorkha). 

1 ^kebua — 4 (copper) dams* 

1 (copper) dam 

or paisa dam = 2 phoka dams, or chun dam3* 


The Sohra Ganda System. 


1 mohar 

1 Buka, etc* (j mohar) 

1 do-anl (J mohar) 

1 ek-uul (£ mohar) 

1 adba-anl (V*r mohar) 

1 paisii mohar (- t V mohar) 


2 buUm, sukl, or sikt. 

2 do-finl* 

2 ek-ani* 

2 adha-anl* 

1 paisa mohar (silver picc). 

2 do-dam (the silver leaf), also 
called adba-paisa* 


The value of the silver anna is nominally six copper 
pice, but the exchange value in practice seeing to vary at 
certain places, as I have heard from Nepalis that it is equal 
to seven copper pice* 

In the lists of Newar and of Gorkha coins I have called 
the mika, do-anl , ek-tini, etc., by their fractional part of 
the mohar* 

To‘ follow the coinage of the Malla dynasties it is 
necessary to give a brief sketch of the history of the 
three kingdoms of Bliittgaon, Kathmandu (also known as 
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Kantipur), and Patan (also known as La-litapur)* In 
Table I, I have given contemporary lists of the kings of 
each of the three kingdoms* The names of the first 
seven kings of Bhatgaon and also the first eight kings 
of Kathmdndu, whose coins are not known, are taken 
from the Vaihsavali, and correspond with those given by 
Professor Bendall in Table II of his “Journey in Nepal" 1 
and Table II of his " History of Nepal and surrounding 
Kingdoms*" * 

The subsequent names for the three kingdoms are fixed 
by their coins, in addition to the Vaihsavali* Those for 
Bhatgaon, viz*, Jagatprakasa, Jitamitra, Bhupatindra, and 
Ranajita Mallas, are as given in Professor Bendail’s tables, 
but I have made certain additions to the kings of 
Kathmandu and Patan which do not appear in those 
tables, and which I therefore give below. 

Kathmawd il, 

1. I have * added the names of the thirteenth king 
Juya Mahipendra and the fourteenth Jaya Parthivendra, 
which do not occur in Professor Bendall's tables* The 
Vaihsavali states that Pratapa Malla had four sons— 
Parthivendra Malla, Nrpendra Malla (also called Mahipa- 
tindra Malla), and Chakra vartindra Malla. By the 
advice of a Swann he “ left his throne for a time to be 
filled in turn by his four sons . , * Chakravartendra 

reigned onjy for one day, but the othei three sons reigned 
for their three years*” 

The reigns of Chakra vartindra and Nrpendra are 
known, that of Parthivendra is now shown by liis coins 
(PL III, Figs. 2 and 3), and, as the statement of the 
Vaihsavali is thus correct as regards the other three 


1 “A Journey of Literary and Archeological Research m Northern 
India/' by Cecil Bendull, Cambridge, 1886. 

* “History of Nepal and surrounding Kingdoms/ 1 by Cecil Bend&ll; 
J.A.S.B., vol* Ixxti, pt. I, p. L 
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sons, it may also be taken to be correct as regards the 
remaining one, Mahipendra Malla. 

2. Professor Bendall shows Jyoti Prakasa Malla, the 
twentieth king, in brackets, as not having reigned; and, 
referring to a coin bearing his name of date 1749 a.d., 
notes: “ [coin struck apparently in a rebellion—see Wright, 
p. 224].” Jyoti Praka£a’s coin (No. 49; PI. IV, Fig. 15), 
however, bears date 866 N.s., corresponding to 1746 a.d., 
which shows that coins were struck in his name both 
in 1746 and in 1749 AS). Jyoti Prakasa was the infant 
son of Jay a Prakasa, aged 24 years, whom the nobles, 
being discontented with Jaya Prakasa, set up as king 
under the regency of his mother, Queen Dayavati, and 
drove Jaya Prakftia from the kingdom. The Varhlavali 
says that he spent two and a half years in exile, when he 
received a miraculous sword from a devotee at Gujhesvari, 
which enabled him to return and regain his kingdom. 1 
It is thus clear that Jyoti Prak&sa reigned under the 
regency of his mother for that period. 

The Vaihsavali gives the name of his regent mother as 
Lkiyftvatl. I do not, however, find any coin bearing this 
queen’s name, os would be expected if she had been 
regent. But there is a coin of Janani, Jaya Laksmi Devi 
(No. 50; PI. VI, Fig. 12), which bears date of the same 
year, which would seem to be the title of the queen regent. 

P&tan. 

3. Siddhi Narasiihha is shown by Professor Bendall as 
the first king of the separate kingdom of Patan. I have, 
however, shown the division as dating from Hariharasiihha, 
as the Vaihsavali states that he “went to rule over Patan 
in the lifetime of his father Sivasiihha,” and although, on 
succeeding his father subsequently, he ruled over the two 
kingdoms, P&tan as a separate kingdom had already been 
constituted, and was regarded as such. This is also shown 


1 Wright, p. 224. 
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by the fact that, although on his fathers death Harihara 
sirtiha succeeded in ousting his elder brother Laksmi 
Narasirhha from the kingdom of Kathmandu, it was 
Laksmi Narasiihha who succeeded to that kingdom as 
the son of 6ivasiriiha, while Hanharasimha’s son, Siddhi 
Narasiihha, succeeded his father as ruler of the separate 
kingdom of Patan. 

4. I have added the name of Jaya Indrs Malla, the 
fifth king. His name does not occur in the Vaihs&vali 
or in Professor Bendall’s table, but the date on his coin 
(No. 61; PI. V, Fig. 11) is 826 N.s., corresponding with 
1706 a.d., which places him as the successor of Jaya Yoga 
Narendra. 

5. The name of Jaya Loka Prakasa does not occur 
from his coin, but is given in Bendall’s table. The date on 
his coin (No. 62 ; not illustrated) is 827 N.s., corresponding 
to 1707 a.d., on which his name occurs together with that 
of Yogamati Devi. He was no doubt a minor son of Yoga 
Narendra, and reigned under the regency of his mother 
Yogamati; for there is an inscription which records that 
Yogamati Devi dedicated a temple in memory of her 
deceased son Loka Prakasa. 1 

6. I have added the name of Vira Narasiihha, the 
seventh ruler. His name does not occur in the Vaihsavali 
or in Wrights table. His coin (No. 63; PI. V, Fig. 12) 
bears date 829 N.S., corresponding with 1709 A.D., and as 
his name also occurs jointly with that of Yogamati Devi, 
he was also, no doubt, anothei minor son of Yoga 
Narendra, who succeeded on Loka Prakasa’s death, and 
for wiiom his mother ruled as regent. 

7. I have shown the name of Jaya Vira Mahindra 
or Mahindra Siiiiha Deva of Kathmandu as the eighth 
ruler, as the Vaihsavali states that he also ruled over 
P&tan, and he is consequently shown as the fifth ruler 


1 Inscription No. 22. Indian Antiqu «rjr, vol. ix, p. 192. 
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in Bendall’s table. The statement of the Vaihsavali as to 
Vira Mahindra’a reign over Patan, however, appears to be 
doubtful. The Yaihs&vali says: “After him (viz. 
Yoganarendra) Mahipatindra or Mahindra Siihha Malla 
(Raja of Kantipur) became also Raja of P&tan . . , 

On the 11th of Bhador Badi N.S. 842 (a.D. 1722) Mahindra 
Malla died. Jaya Yoga Prakasa succeeded him.” * From 
the coins of the preceding three rulers, however, it is quite 
clear that Vira Mahindra did not, as stated, succeed Yoga 
Narendra, and from the coins of Hrdi Xarasiihha, 1715 a.D., 
jt is also quite certain that he did not reign till 1722 a.d. 
and that he was not succeeded by Jaya Yoga Prak&ia. 
The statement of the Vaihsavali is, therefore, incorrect 
on every point, and so it is very doubtful whether Vira 
Mahindra ever reigned over Patau at all. If he did, it 
was between Vira Narasimha and Hnli Xarasiihha. 

8. I have shown the name of Hrdi Xarasiiiiha as the 
ninth ruler. His name does not occur in the Vaihsavali 
or in Bendall’s table. His date, from his coins (Xos. (14 
aqd 65; PI. VI, Figs. 1 and 2), is 835 N.s., corresponding 
to 1715 A.D. 

9. I have shown Raiiajita Malla of Bhatgaon as the 
thirteenth ruler. His name is not shown in Bendall’s 
table. The Vaihsavali says that Rajya Prakasa Malla 
“ wa s a pacific man and worshipped a number of Saligrams. 
The six Pradhans, taking advantage of his simplicity, 
deprived him of his eyesight. He did not long survive 
this, and after his death the Pradhan of the Dhalachekacha 
caste brought the Raja of Bhatgaon, Ranajita Malla, and 
made him Raja of Patan also. After a year's reign, 
however, the Pradhans drove him away, when he had 
gone to bathe at Sankhamula,” - 

10. I have shown Jaya Prakasa of Knthiiuu.ida as 
the fourteenth ruler. The Vaihsavali says that after the 


1 Wright, p. 248. 


Wright, p. 230. 
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expulsion of Rarjajita “the Pradhans made Jaya Pmkftfo, 
the Raja of Kantipur, Raja of Patan also, and he ruled 
over both cities , . * Jaya Prakasa ruled for one 

or two years; but the Pradhlns were afraid of him, and 
one day, when he went to Tekhu-dobhan to bathe, they 
expelled him. They then installed as Raja a grandson 
(daughter's son) of Visnu Malla, named ViSvajita Malla, 
who reigned for four years. The six Pradhans were soon 
displeased with him, and, in order to get rid of him, thty 
accused him of adultery with one of their wives, and 
killed him at the door of Taleju 1 

Almost all the Malla coins, except those of the Tibet* 
coinage, bear the sword (khadga), the emblem of sovereignty, 
which is generally combined with a garland* The other 
non-religious symbols are the mace and the lion. The 
remaining symbols are all religious. Of these, the one 
most generally found on the coins is the trident of Siva, 
and the others are the Asta Mail gala 2 (the eight Buddhist 
signs of good luck); the shell, Sankha ; the holy water 
vase, Icalafa, or kumbha ; the vase for offerings, with cover 
in form of a &tiipa ; the discus, cafcra ; and the double¬ 
drum, (lamaru, of form like an hour-glass, used in tantrie 
worship. 

With the exception of tbe trident, these symbols are all 
of them common to both the Hindu and Buddhist religions, 
though the interpretation given to them differs according 
to the religion* 

The trident (trifada) appears on the reverse of the 
coins of the earliest type, in the small central circle, which, 
as already noted* was imitated from that in the coin of the 

1 Wright, pp. '250, 25L 

a The Af(ti Mangold are (1} Mat*ya f the two golden fish; (2) Catra, 
the umbrella of sovereignty ; (3) Sttlnkhn, the hollowed conch shell for 
blowing as a trumpet; (4) a lucky diagram, also known as 

“Buddha's entrails”; (5) Dmja t the banner of victory; (G) KaJami, 
of holy water; (71 Pctdma, the lotus ; and (8) tirtfarf, the wheel of 
the law* 
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Bengal king Ghiyas-ud-din Mahmud* On these coins it 
always bears the same form, with two streamers attached 
to the shaft. All the rnohars of Bhatgaon are of this 
pattern, except the mohar of Kanajita Malla {PL I, Fig, 6), 
which he copied from that of CaKravartindra Malla of 
Kathmandu* On the mohars of Kathmandu, subsequent 
to those of the early type, the trident appears with plain 
shaft without streamers, though on one of the smaller 
coins, a quarter mohar of Riipamati Devi, the consort of 
Pratitpa Malla (PI. II, Fig* 11), it follows the earlier form, 
and has small streamers* In two coins of Jayn Prak&fo 
Malla (Nos* 37 and 38; PL IV, Figs* 7 and 8) the trident 
has flowers springing from its shaft. In the kingdom of 
Patan Buddhism was much stronger than at Bhatgfton and 
Kathmandu, and consequently the Sivaite emblem of the 
trident does not appear on the coins of the early type, its 
place being taken in the coins of Siddhi Narosiriiha by the 
lion which forms the rebus of his name (PL V, Figs, 1 
and 2), and in the coin of Srinivasa by the legend which 
is continued on the reverse of the coin (PI. V, Fig. 3)* For 
the same reason the Sivaite emblem of the double-drum 
(tfemant), which occurs on these coins of Bhatgfton and 
Kathmandu, is omitted from the Patan coins, its place being 
taken by the Buddhist emblem of the lotus flower* The 
trident does not also appear on the earlier coins of Yoga 
Narendra Malla* It first appears on his coin of 1700 a*d*, 
a coin of an entirely different character to his previous 
ones, which bore only Buddhist symbols, and it then appears 
on the coins of all the subsequent kings, except those of 
Hrdi Narasuftha Malla* 

The double-drum (cktviani), which is also a Sivaite 
emblem, and which occurs on the coins of the early type 
of Bhatgaon and Kathmandu as already mentioned, does 
hot appear on those of Patan. 

The A*ta Mangala, the eight Buddhist signs of good 
luck, do not appear on the coins of Bhatgaon which 
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adhered to the early type. In Kathmandu they first 
appear on the coin of Bhupalendra Malla (No* 20; PI, III, 
Fig. 4), and, after that, are the standard device for the 
obverse of the mohar of every succeeding king (PL III, 
Figs* 5-12, and PL XV, Figs* 2-0 and 15), with the exception 
of one coin of Jay a Jagajjaya Malla (No* 31; PL 1 V r , Fig, I )* 
They do not occur on any of the coins of Patan, and 
although Yoga Prakasa Malla copied the device of the 
circle surrounded by eight petals (No* 08; PL VI, Fig* 3), 
the petals contain the legend, aa on the reverse of the 
Kathmandu coins* 

The vase of holy water (hilakt) appears on the quarter 
mohar of Bhupatindra Malla (PL II, Fig. 5), and on the 
half and quarter mohars of Ranajita Malla of Bhatgaon 
(PL II, Figs* 6 and 7)* Also on the mohar of Parti n vend ra 
Malla of Kathmandu (No* 17 ; PL III, Fig* 2), and of 
Srinivasa Malla of Patan (No* 54; PL V, Fig* 4), 

The vase of offerings, with cover in the form of 
a stupa, appears on the quarter mohars of Jaya Mahmdra 
Malla (No. 27; PL III, Fig 10) and Jaya Jagajjaya 
Malla (No* 30; PL III, Fig. 13) of Kathmandu, and on 
the mohars of Yoga Narendra Malla (Nos. 55 -58; PL V, 
Figs, 5-8); of Jaya Indra Malla (No* 01; PI. V, Fig* 11); 
Vim Narasiitdia Malla (No. 03; PI* V, Fig* 12); avid the 
quarter mohar of Jananl Laksmi Devi (No, 50; PI, VI, 
Fig. 12) of Patan* 

The sin'll (mrnkhQ) is a symbol peculiar to the coins of 
Kathmandu* It only appears on one coin of Patan, 
n mohar of Yoga Narendra Malla (No* 57; PL V, Fig. 7), 
and on one coin of Bhatgaon, the mohar of Ranajita Malla 
(No. 8 ; PL II, Fig* 8), which is copied exactly from the 
mohar of Cakravartindru Malla of Kathmandu (PL If, 
Fig* 13)* M* Terrien de La Couperie, writing on the 
silver coinage of Tibet, says that the coins of the three 
Nepal kingdoms f ‘ were generally-distinguished by a shell 
for Bhatgaon, a trisul (trident) for Patan, and a sword 
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for K&thmfu)<Jm” * This, however, is quite incorrect. The 
shell does not occur at all on the coins of BMtgion with 
the one special exception noted; the trident is conspicuous 
by its absence from the early type of coins of Patan, 
and did not appear on the subsequent coins until much 
later than at Kathmandu; and the sword, which was the 
Newar emblem of sovereignty, is common to all the three 
kingdoms, and, in fact, the earliest coins on which it 
appears are those of Pfttan (PL V, Figs. 1, 2, and 3). 

The discus of Vi*nu ( cakra ) appears on the coin of 
Cakravartindra Malla of K&thm&ndfr (No. 15; PL II, 
Fig. 1 3), and may have been adopted partly as a rebus 
for his name. It appears together with the shell, an 
association which may he due to the fact that the 
cairn and the shell each supported on a pillar appear 
as symbols in front of the temple of Cangu Narayarja. 3 
It similarly appears on the coin of Ranajita Malla of 
Bh&tgaon, which, as already mentioned, he copied from 
Cakravartindra’:* coin. The cakra also appears on 
a pedestal in a form similar to that which it bears 
surmounting the pillar in front of the temple of Cangu 
Nftmyana, of which it is probably a representation on the 
quarter mohar of Jananl Kumudini Devi of Kathmandu 
(No. 39; PL IV, Fig. 9), and the moliars of Jaya Indra 
Malla and Vira Xarasirtiha Malla (Xos. 01 and 63; PL V, 
Figs. 11 and 12). 

The mace (gada) appeal's on the coin of Cakravartindra, 
and on its copy of Ranajita Malla, and also on the half 
mohar of Ranajita Malla (No. 7 : PL II, Fig. 7 ) t where its 
head lias been developed into a flower in a very artistic 
manner. It also appears, in combination with the shell, 
on coins of Yoga Narendra Malla of Patau (Nos. 56, 57, 
and 58; PL V, Figs. 6, 7, and 8). 

1 Terr it o de I 41 Cotqicrie, ‘ 4 Silver Comuge of Tilioi"'; Numismatic 
Chronicle, 3rd series, vol. i, p. 340, 

* Professor Levi givtft ah illustration of this temple: “Le Nepal/* 
vol. i, p.231. 
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The equilateral triangle, known as vapdetra, which is 
a conventional representation of a drawn bow, appeal's 
on the reverse of the coin of Cakravartindra and its 
copy of Ranajita Malla (Nos. 15 and 6; PI. II, Figs. 13 
and 8), and on Ranajita Malla s half mohar (PL II, Fig. 7), 
and on the reverse of the inohars of Jaya Praka&i Malla 
(Nos. 35 and 36; PL IV, Figs. 5 and 6). Equilateral 
triangles also appear on the coins of Srinivasa, Yoga 
Narendra, and Vira Xarasiihha of Patan (Nos. 54, 56, and 
63; Pl. V, Figs. 4, 6, and 12), but in this ease they appear 
to be merely to form geometrical designs. The triangle 
(trikoiia) is also the special symbol of the Newar goddess 
Gujheswarl, which may account for its use on these coins. 

The Svastika, Fly-foot Cross, appears only on the 
coins of Yoga Narendra Malla of Patan (Nos. 55, 56, and 
57 ; PI. V, Figs. 5, 6, and 7). This design of the double 
svastika no doubt suggested to the Gorkha conqueror 
Prthvi Narayana Saha the design for his mohar,. which 
has remained the standard design of the Gorkha coinage 
(PI. VII, Fig. 1), and which was copier] by his brother 
Dala Mardana Saha when king of Patan (No. 75 ; PI. VI, 
Fig. 13). 

The remaining symbol found on the Newar coins is the 
lion, which appear^ as a rebus for the name * Sirhiia 1 on 
the coins of Siddhi Narasiriiha (Nos. 51, 52; Fl.V, Figs. 1,2) 
and Hrdi Narasimha of Patan (Nos, 64,65/PI. VI, Figs. 1,2). 
It is of the same design, facing left with the tail curled 
over its back, as the lion on the coins of Maimnka and 
Aihsu-varman, from which it is no doubt copied. 

Besides the use of religious symbols, the kings of 
Patan inscribed the names of the national deities on 
their coins. Only two of the kings of Kathmandu, Jaya 
Vira Mahmdra Malla and Jaya Prakasa Malla, fedlowed 
this practice, and no names of deities appear on the 
coins of Bhatgaon which adhered to the early type. 
The names of the following deities occur on the coins 
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of Fatan and of Jay a Vira Mahindra Malla* and Jaya 
Prakttsa Mai la of K&thmftnclm 

The name of Lokanatha appears on the coins of Yoga 
Narendra Hal la (Now. 55, 30, 57, 58, and, together with 
the name of the goddess Taleju M&ju on coin Xo. 60); 
of Jaya Indra Malta (Xo, 61); of Vira Xarasiiftha Malla 
(No. 63) ; of Jaya Visnu Malta (No, 67) ; of Rajya 
Prak&sa Malla (Now. 69, 70, 71, 72) ; and of Visvajita 
Malla (K os. 73 and 74) of Patau, It also appears on the 
coin of Jaya Vira Mali indra Malla of Kathmandu (No, 24). 

The name of the goddess Kalunamaya, or Karunamaya, 
appears on the coins of Queen Yogamatl and Loka Prak&Sa 
Malla (Xo, 62); of Hrdi Narasimlia Malla (Nos. 64, 65); 
of Yoga Prakaea Malla (No. 66) ; of Jaya Yisnu Malla 
(No, 68); and of Dala Mardana Saha (Xo, 75) of Patau, 
and on a coin of Jaya Vira Mahindra of Kathmandu 
(Xo. 25), 

The name of the goddess Taleju Maju appears, together 
with that of Lokanatha, on a coin of Yoga Xarendra 
Malla of Patau (No, 60), and together with that of the 
goddeas Kumar! Maju on a coin of Jaya Praka&v Malla 
of Kathmandu (Xo. 36). 

The name of the goddess CJujhcswarl appears on a 
quarter mohar of Jaya Prakasa Malla of Kathmandu 
(No, 45), and, together with that of Pasupati, on another 
quarter mohar of tins king (Xo! 40). The latter coin is 
peculiar, as it only hears the name of these two deities 
without the name of the king or queen, and is the 
only example of this in the Newar coinage, although it 
occurred in the ancient coins of Pasupati, 

A feature of the Newar coinage is the inclusion of the 
names of tire queen consorts on the coins. Besides the 
names of the queens who were regents for their minor 
eons, m Jannni Jaya Luksim Devi (No, 50), regent for 
her son Jyoti Praktlsa Malla, and Yogaumtl Devi (No, 62), 
regent for her son Loka Pmkfisa Malla, and again (No. 63) 
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for her son Vira Xarasiiiiha Malla, the names of the consorts 
of the reigning kings frequently appear on the coins. 
In the K&thm&ndu coins the queens 1 names only ipj>eiir 
on the quarter mohar (rfo-«nt)- These arc Pupa mat! 
Devi, queen of Pmtfipa Malla (No. 14) : Rajya Lak&ml 
Devi, queen of Parthivendra Malla (Xo. 19): Mahindra 
Laksrnl Devi, queen of Jaya Vira Mahindra (No. 27) ; 
and Knnmdini Devi, queen of Java Jagajjayn Malla 
(Xo. 30), In the Patau coins the queens names occur on 
the mohars, as follows: Yoga LtfksmI Devi and Narendra 
Lakismi Devi, together on the coin of Yoga Narendra 
Malla (Xo. 35) ; Narendra Laksmi Devi and Prntapa 
LakemI Devi, together on another of the coins of the 
same king (Xo, 56) ; also Yoga Laksml Devi, singly on 
another coin (Xo, 37) : and Bhagavatl Devi appears on 
the coin of Jaya Indra Malla (Xo. 61), 

A characteristic of the coins of the Kathmandu dynasty 
is the use of flowers as a decoration on the coins of 
several of the rulers. The first coin decorated with flowers 
is the mohar of Prat a pa Malla (Xo, 12) and his square 
double mohar (Xo. 13), the mohars of Cnkmvurtliidm 
Malla (Xo. 15), Jaya Nrpendru Malla (No. 16), and 
Parthivendra Malla (Xo, 18). After that the mohars 
assumed a more or less fixed type, but in these the 
device was itself based on a flower, being the petals of 
the lotus flower on the obverse and its leaves on the 
reverse. The Xepalese as a race are very fond of 
flowers, and even the poorest use them as personal 
adornment. 

The Malla kings did not generally inscribe titles on 
their coins, but only their mimes. The following kings, 
however, inscribed titles on their coins: Java Srinivasa 
Malla of Pittan took the title ** Xopalelvara '* (No, 54), 
which was also assumed by Jaya Blmpalendra Malla 
(No. 20), and also by Jaya Jngujjaya Malla (No, 23) of 
Kathmandu, as “ Nepfileivara Kfijendra.” 
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Bhupalendra Malla also assumed the title of “Girindra 
ltaja R&jendra,” Lord over the kings of the Hills (No. 21), 
and the title was also assumed as “NepAle4vara Girindra” 
by Jaya Bh&skara (No. 22) and Jaya Vira Mahindra 
(No. 26). The title of “ Kavindra,” King of Poets, as 
Already noticed, was assumed by Pratapa Malla (No. 12) 
and by Bhupalendra Malla (No. 21). The title of “NepAla 
ChuilAmani,” Jewel on the Crown of Nepal, was assumed 
by Yoga Narendra Malla of Patan (No. 58) and “NepAleS- 
vara Ohu<jAmani ” (No. 59), and Bhupalendra Malla of 
KAthmAmlft subsequently uses the title as " Chudamani 
Samr&t ” (No. 21), the Jewel on the Crown of the Empire. 

Yoga Narendra Malla of Patan uses the title of 
“ SaihgitArnnava - Paraga,” skilled in music (No. 55), 
referring to his proficiency in that art. 

The general characteristics of the Malla coinage have 
now been considered, but there are one or two coins which 
call for individual notice. 

The design of the moliar of Cakravartindra, 1669 A.D. 
(No. 15; PI. II, Fig. 13), has been already alluded to. The 
device of this coin is supposed by the NewArs to have 
been particularly unlucky, and to have caused Cakra- 
vartindra s death. The Yaihsavali says: " The inscription 
on Cakravartindra s coin, devised by the Svami, consists 
of a triangular Banastra (bow and arrow), Pas (noose), 
Ankus (the iron hook for driving an elephant), Kamal 
(a lotus), Chiinmr (a yak’s tail), and Saihbat 789. This 
device caused his death.” To this Dr. Wright adds 
a footnote that “ a bow and arrow are ominous of death, 
but nevertheless the water in which such a coin is dipped 
possesses the quality ot causing a speedy delivery in 
child-bed. These coins, which are very rare, are still used 
for this purpose. 1 This is, as Dr. Wright remarks, the 
general belief with regard to this coin, and I was told of 


1 Wrijrht s History, )>. 220. 
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this virtue when I obtained my specimen of the coin. 

It is curious tiiat, with such a belief as to the unluckiness 
of this coin, Ranajita Malla should have copied the 
device. 

Jaya PratApa Malla imitated the Persian inscription on 
the coins of the Moghul Emperors with a floral decoration 
of the field. His coin which bears this device is dated 
775 x.s. or 1755 a.d. (No. 12; PI. II, Fig. 12). 

The upper line of characters on the reverse appeal's to 
be intended for the commencement and last portion of 
“ ShAh ‘Alanigir,” from whose coins PratApa Malla would 
therefore appear to have copied them. This introduction 
of Persian characters, which the minters failed to correctly 
imitate, is characteristic of PratApa Malla, who prided 
himself on his extensive knowledge, and composed a prayer 
to Svayambhft, in which he introduced Persian and various 
other characters, and had inscribed on a Rtonc at that 
temple. It was after composing this prayer that Pratapa 
Malla assumed the title of 11 Kavindra ” King of Poets, 
which appeal's oil this coin. PratApa Malla s device of 
this coin was copied by Jaya Nrpendra and Jaya Parthi- 
vendra (PI. Ill, Figs. 1 and 3), and two lines of meaningless 
imitation Persian characters appear on the reverse oi 
mohars of Jaya BliAskara, Vira Mahindra, Jaya Jagujjaya 
Mallas of KathuiAmUi, and were also adopted by Jaya 
Yisnu and RAjya PrakAia Mallas of PAtan on the ob\erse 
of their coins (Nos. 67 and 69). 

Jaya Bhupalendra (1682 A.D.) also assumed the title of 
Kavindra (No. 21). He originated the device of eight 
lotus petals surrounding a central circle, with the 
mail gala within the petals for the obverse, und a similar 
arrangement of eight leaves for the reverse, which 
remained the standard device for the coins of the sub¬ 
sequent rulers. 

His design, as modified by his successor Jaya Bn Ankara 
Malla (No. 22: PI. Ill, Fig. 5), was copied by the Government 
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of Til jet for their coinage when Tibet gave up obtaining 
their coinage from Nepal, mid with the substitution of 
a floral design tlie central circle on the obverse, and a wheel 
within the central circle on the reverse, is the “ Oak-dun 
initial,” which has continued to be the standard coinage 
of Tibet up to the present time. 

The latest molnirs of Jaya Visnu Malta of Patan 
(No. 67), and all those of his successor Kajya - Praka^a 
Malta (Nos. 69 to 72), bear on the reverse the name of 
Vim Yoga Narendra Halim The reason of this would 
appear to be because Yoga Narendra Mai la, who from 
grief at the death of his son and heir relinquished the 
kingdom and went away as an ascetic, was supposed to 
be still living, and the government of the country to be 
curried on by his successors on his behalf. The Yam£avall 
ways; " He told the minister that as long as the face of his 
statue remained bright and untarnished, and the bird on 
its head hod not down away, he would know that the 
Itfljii was alive, and should cherish and respect his memory. 
For this reason a mattress is still every night laid in 
a room in the front of the Darbar, and the window is left 
open.’' 1 To this Dr. Wright adds a footnote that this is 
still done, as the face of the statue remains bright, 

Rfijya Pmkfisa Mallar Jaya Visiju Malta's successor, also, 
for the same reason, inscribed the name of Ylra Yoga 
Narendra Mai la on all his coins (Nos. 69 to 72 ). In coins 
Nos, 69, 70, and 71 the reverse is the same as Jaya Yisnu's 
coin No, 67 , but in coin No. 72 the device is different, 
which shows that the insertion of Yoga Narendra Malla’s 
name was not merely due to a continuance of the reverse 
of Jaya Yisiuis coin. 

1 Wright, p. 248. 

* Rujya ProtAsa Malta was the younger blather of Java Frnka4a 
Malta of Kilthnuluilfl, by whom lie wna expelled from the country, as 
the aepoya wanted to make him king instead of Java Fruka4a» As Jaya 
Yisnu Malta had no aou be api*uuted Riijya IVukfista as bis successor, 
which was accepted by the people (Wright, p. 24$). 
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THE GORKHA COINAGE. 

The following is a brief sketch of the history of the 
Gorkha dynasty. All references to Gorkha coins which 
follow are to the serial number in the list of Gorkhti 
coins, which form a separate series to those of the 
Newar coins which have been already considered. 

The Gorkhas claim to be descended from the Rajputs 
of Chitor, whose dynasty commences from Rsiraja 
Bhattaraka, about the year 80 A.D. According to their 
history, after the taking of Chitor by Ala-uddin in 
1289 A.D,, one part of the survivors went and settled 
at Udaipur, and another, under Mamnatha Rana, settled 
at Ujjain. Mamnatha Raima younger son Mica Khun, 1 
however, with his followers, migrated to the Himalayas 
and settled at Noakot, 2 where they made themselves 
masters of the neighbouring territories. 

In 1559 a.d. they again divided. Dravya Saha, a 
younger son, obtained the sovereignty of the town ana 
territory of Gorkha, forty miles west of Kathmandu, 
from which the Gorkhas have taken their name. Intent 
on pushing their conquests eastward, Dambara Saha 
(1633-1642 a.d.) invaded the territories of Pratapa Malla, 
but was repulsed. Nara Bhupala Saha (1716-1742 a.d.), 
the father of Prthvi Narayana, taking advantage of the 
internal dissensions between the Nepalese kingdoms, again 
invaded Nepal, but was stopped by the Thakurs of 
Noakot 3 and forced to retreat. 

On his fathers death, Prthvi Narayana came to the 
throne at the age of 12, and at once proceeded to 


1 He is the 36th Ruja in the Genealogy (Wright's “ History of Nepal,’ 1 
iv 276). 

- Not the Noakot near Kuthmamlb, but another far to the west, 

* Viz. Noakot in Nepal {Wright, 197}. 

j.r.a.S- 1908. 46 
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attack Noakoi, 1 which belonged to the kingdom of 
Kathmandu- He was, however, repulsed by Jaya PrakAla 
and forced to retire, but succeeded in hie second attack 
eight years later (1750 or 1751)? At this time he also 
went to reside with Ranajita Malla at Bhatgaon, where 
he became a dose friend of Ranajita's son and heir Vlra 
Narasirtiha Malla, and where he continued to reside for 
several years. He there stirred up the seven illegitimate 
sons of Ranajita Malla, with the promise that he would 
obtain the kingdom for them, to conspire against Yira 
Narasimha, whom they eventually contrived to poison; 
the VaihaHv&li, euphemistically, records that ** he died 
suddenly/ 1 Ranajita Malla called in Prthvi NArAyana 
to assist him in his quarrel with Jaya Praka^a, of 
Kathmandu* Prthvi Nftrayana seized the opportunity 
to attack Klrtipur, a town on an eminence about three 
miles south-west of which was subject to 

the kingdom of Patan, and which, from its position, was 
considered impregnable. The king of Patan did not 
attempt to defend it, but Jaya Praka^a went to its 
assistance and defeated Prthvi .Narayana, who was forced 
to retire. The people of Klrtipur then asked Jaya 
Prak&£& to become their king, and the nobles (Th&ris) 
assembled to make the town over to him. He, however, 
insulted them and had one of their number imprisoned, 
in revenge for which the}' handed over several places in 
the kingdom of Kathmandu to Prthvi N&rftyana, who 
also again laid siege for several months to Klrtipur, but 
was obliged eventually to give it up, He then attacked 
the king of Lamji, a neighbouring state, and after several 
battles concluded an agreement with him and returned 
towards' Klrtipur? The three Nepalese kingdoms then 
attempted to combine against their common danger and 

1 Noakct in Nepal. * Wright, pp. *34, *25. 

* Levi, 4 ‘ U Nepal/' voL ii, p. 271. 
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attacked Prthvi Narayana, but after a protracted siege 
Klrtipur was given up to Prthvi Narayana by the noble 
whom Jaya Prakafo had insulted and imprisoned. Prthvi 
N&rayana then invested Patan, but the advance of the 
British troops under Captain Kinlock into the Terai 
(1767) caused him to withdraw. On Captain Kinloek's 
expedition having to retire on account of malaria and 
difficulty of communications, he laid siege to Kathm&ntfu, 
which he finally entered .with scarcely any opposition 
on the 29th September, 1768, during the festival of the 
Indrajatra; when most of the inhabitants were feasting 
or drunk, ■ Jaya FrakaSa sat in tfie temple of Taleju 
watching the fighting. At last, seeing that all was lost, 
he spread gunpowder on the steps of the temple and 
fled to Lalitapur, and taking the king Teja Narasiihha 
with him, took refuge at Bhatgaon. 1 This gave Prthvi 
N&rayana both Kathmandu and P&tan, and he then 
turned his attention to the 4own of Bh&tg&on, which 
he succeeded in entering through the treachery of the 
illegitimate sons of Ranajita Malla, whom he had won 
over, as already mentioned. Ranajita was allowed to 
go to Benares ? where he ended his days, Jaya Prak&£a 
was taken, at his own request, to Palupati, where he 
died from the results of a wound he had received in the 
taking of Bhatgaon, and Teja Narasiihha was imprisoned 
at Laksmipur until his death, and thus the three Malla 
kingdoms came to an end in 1768 a.d. 

Prthvi Narayana was succeeded by his son Prat&pa 
Shtiha Saha, who reigned for three years, 1775-8 A.D? 
He was succeeded by his son Rana Bahadur S&ha, who 
was an infant, and whose mother, RAjendra LaksmI Devi, 
governed as Regent. Prom the death of Pratfipa Siihha 


1 Wright, p. *32. 

“ The brief sketch of the history of the GorkhA dynasty which 
follows is taken from Professor Levi's " Nepal," which is fuller and more 
complete than that given in Wright's History. 
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Saha* the Gorkha dynasty has been a succession of minor 
kin^s and regencies. The king 1 has been merely a nominal 
ruler, the real government and power being in the hands 
of the Prime Minister. In 1795 Ran a Bahadur S&ha, 
having attained majority, decided to reign himself, and 
arrested and imprisoned his uncle the minister. He had 
been married to Lalita Tripura Sundari, a daughter of the 
Raja of Gulml, a neighbouring hill state* He, however, 
neglected her, and married a slave-girl, who appears from 
coin No* 35 to have assumed the title of Raja RAjesvari 
Devi* The name of Lalita Tripura Sundari does not 
appear on the coins of this reign, though it appears on 
coins of Ins successor Rajendra Vikrama, together with 
that of Rajendra Laksmi* He also married Rajendra 
Laksmi Devi, the daughter of a B rah mall, by whom he 
hau a son, Girvana Yuddha Vikrama Saha* Being 
a Ksatriya he could not marry a Brahman, and this and 
other acts of impiety so aroused the people against him 
that he was obliged to resign the throne, and his infant 
son Girvana Yuddha Vikrama Saha was appointed in 
1800 A.D* with his mother Rajendra Laksmi Devi as 
Regent, mid Damodar Pande as Minister; as the senior 
queen Lalita Tripura Sundari resolved to accompany her 
husband into exile* Rajendra LaksmI's name occurs on 
the coins both during the reign of her husband, as consort 
(No* 21) and as Regent for her son (No* 34). 

In 1802 Tripura Sundari, tired of the ill-treatment of 
her husband, returned to Nepal, and was welcomed by 
the people, on which Rana Bahadur Saha also returned, 
and assumed the government again in his son s name, 
until he was assassinated in 1807* Girvana Yuddha died 
in 1810* 

His minor son Rajendra \ ikrama Saha succeeded him 
under the regency of his grandmother Rajendra Lak&mi 
Devi* Her name as Regent during this reign occurs, 
together with that of Tripura Sundari Devi, on coins 
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Nos. 64 and 05, and by itself as “ Regent ” on coin No. 

In 1832 the old queen TripurA Sundari died. 

Rajendra Vikrama had two wives, the first related to 
the Fancies and the second to the Tliapas, the two rival 
factions in the state, who devoted their influence to 
assisting their respective parties. In 1846 Rajendra 
Vikrama and his queen were expelled, and his minor 
son Surendra Vikrama Saha was appointed as Regent 
with Jang Bahadur as his Minister* Rajendra Vikrama 
subsequently returned to Nepal and was imprisoned, 
where he died in 1847, and Surendra Vikrama then 
succeeded to the throne under a regency* In 1881 
Surendra Vikrama died, after a purely nominal reign of 
34 years, and was succeeded by his grandson, a child 
of six years, PHhvi Vira Vikrama Saha, who is the 
present King. 

PrthvI Narayana, on his conquest of the country, 
adopted the Newar system of coinage leased on the 
standard of a silver mohar, and with the same fractional 
parts* The design of his mohar (No. 1; PI* VII, Fig, 1), 
which has continued to be the standard design ever since, 
was also taken from the Newar coins, the design of the 
obverse, a square divided by a svoMika having probably 
been suggested by the coins of Yoga Narendra Malla of 
Patan (PL V; Figs. 5, 6, and 7) combined with the small 
central circle containing a trident with streamers on the 
current coins of Ranajita Malla (PL II, Fig. 5) with which 
PrthvI Narayana was familiar, owing to his long residence 
with Ranajita Malla at Bhatgaon* The reverse is also 
a copy of the obverse of a coin of Yoga Frakasa Malla of 
Patan (PL VI, Fig. 3), and is similar to several of the later 
coins of both Kathmandu and Patan; even the two 
horizontal Hues in the central circle being reproduced from 
the meaningless imitated Persian characters on those coins. 

In the half mol j ars {mho) and quarter inohars {xuH\ 
too, the designs of the Newar coins were followed, and the 
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tittine symbols, the sword and wreath as the emblem of 
sovereignty, the trident, the offering vase in form of sVWpa 
(PL VII, Fig, 3), and the cakra on pedestal (PL VII, Fig. 8), 
were adopted. The lion, as a rebus for the name " Shftha/' 
was also used by Pratapa Siriiha Saha (No. 17; PL VII, 
Fig, 6, and others of his coins), The Malla coins from 
whieh the different Gorkha coins were taken are noted in 
the List of Gorkha Coins, The Gorkha coins also bear 
the symbols of the Sun and Moon; as the Gorkhas claim 
to be descended from both the Solar and Lunar races. 

In the gold coinage, however, the Gorkha kings 
introduced coins of new denomination and of new designs, 
some examples of which are illustrated (PL VII, Figs. 4, 7, 
and 9). The copper coinage of Surendra Vikrama Saha 
(PL VII, Fig. II), and of Prihvi Vlra Vikrama Saha 
(PL VII, Figs, 12 and 13) are new, with their devices, 
and in the latter a new 7 symbol is introduced in the 
PdcluH (footprints of Visnu) and the crossed KuJchrw, 
the national Gorkha weapon* 

The names of deities also appear on the coins, though 
here the name of Gorkhanatha, the patron deity of the 
Gorkhas, is the one that is borne on all the mohars. But 
the name of Lokanatha also appears on some mohars of 
PrtlivI Narayana (No. 3) and that of Guhyesvarl on that 
of Pratapa Siriiha Saha, the name being spelt on the 
Gorkha coins with hy instead of jh as on the Newar 
coins (No. 12). In the latter mohars, however, the 
only names that appear are those of Gorakhanatha and 
Bhavani. 

The Newar era was, however, abandoned. The coins 
of the Gorkha kings are dated in the Saka era, and 
the copper coins of Prihvi Vlra Vikrama Saha in the 
Sam vat era* 

The Gorkha kings all bear the title of Saha Deva. 
The title of Saha (Shall) is said to have been conferred by 
the Emperor of Delhi on Jagdeva Khan, the forty-first 
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king of the Gorkha dynasty, tor some service that he 
rendered to the emperor, and has been borne by all his 
successors* 1 

The different denominations of the Gorkhft silver coinage 
have already been considered* The gold coinage, however, 
comprises spme further denominations. With the exception 
of Bakla, which is equivalent to two mohars, and of the 
gold mohar, which is known as * PatliL 1 (thin coin) or 
‘ Majhaw&la ’ (middle coin), these gold coins, are not in 
general circulation* The.smaller denominations are only 
minted on special occasions and for special purposes. For 
the names by which they are known, I am indebted to 
His Excellency Maharaja Sir Chandra Shamsher Jang 
Eana Bahadur, G.C.SJ., the Prime Minister of Nepal, who 
has kindly given me the information* 

The gold coinage is nominally based on the standard 
of the tola (= 180 grains), the mohar being held to be 
the equivalent of half a tola. In the coin.s of the previous 
Gorkha kings which I have weighed, however, the actual 
weights are less than that standard, as will be seen from 
the weights given in Table IV of Gorkha coins. But 
I have not Weighed any coins of the present reign. 
Their value generally fluctuates with the market price 
of gold* The different denominations are as follows:— 


Duitola Aswrfi, wade of 2 tolas of gold 

= 3 60 grs. 

, actual weight 350 grs. ; coin No. 10. 

Baklu „ 

j* 

i 

it 

= 180 „ 

tj 

it 

170 grs. t coin No. 40. 

Patla or 








Majhaw&la 

n 

i ■„ 

if 

= 90 




Kuku As&rfI 

1J 

l „ 

ti 

H 

it 

it 

41 or 42 gr.; coins 








Nos. 25 and 47. 

Sukl ,, 

it 

h 11 

ft 

= 22 5 „ 

ft 

rt 

21 grs. ; coin No. 22. 

Am ,, 

ti 

in 

it 

» H 75 „ 

it 

*t 

11 grs. ; coin No. 27. 

Adham „ 

>i 

*iV 

it 

? 5-9 »» 




1 Mi ,, 

rt 

. TIhC T) 

it 

= 2 95 „ 




Diim ,, 

i j 

rii? t* 

it 

= 7 „ 




FhokS, IMm 

t t 

iVs ji 

tt 

= 35 a 

a 

it 

*3 to *35 gr. ; coin 








No. 77. 



I 

1 Wright’s History, 

IK 276. 
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A list of the different coins of the Gorkha dynasty is 
given. It is complete up to coin No, 33, for the coins 
of the British Museum, and after that, I believe, contains 
most of the succeeding coins, though, owing to my leaving 
England, I had not the time to go through the remaining 
coins in the British Museum in detail; and the sub¬ 
sequent list is therefore compiled from the coins in my own 
collection, supplemented by those in the British Museum 
of which I hod kept note, including those described by 
Maraden and also, in the ease of coins Nos. 43 and IK), 
frotn the catalogue of coins in the India Museum, Calcutta, 
There may l>e other queens 1 coins, and also coins of other 
denominations than those contained in the list. But the 
present list will give a comprehensive idea of the Gorkha 
coinage until the catalogue of these coins in the British 
Museum is published. 


LISTS OF COINS. 

THE LICCHAVI AND THAKURl DYNASTIES. 
MANANKA or mAkadeva. 


So. 

Mktal 

W EIGHT, 

Size. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

1 

M 

Lion walking towards left, 

Goddess seated on a lotus, 


HIT 

with a flower in front of 

with the right hand raised 


1*0 

it. Over, in a ^straight 
line, legend At J/Si- 
.ndhkfi. (PI. I, Pig. 1.) 

und the fliigcrs spread 
out. The left hand rests 
on the hips. Legend, 6W 
\ Bhoffin l 


The above coin, given in the British Museum, is 
Cunningham b coin figured in “Coins of Ancient India/* 
pi. xiii, tig. 1. 

The British Museum has twelve specimens of tins type 
of coin and its varieties, which vary in size from *96 to 
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T05 and in weight. They vary considerably in workman¬ 
ship, in the size of the seated figure, which in one specimen 
occupies the greater part of the obverse and in another 
not more than one-third of the diameter, in the details of 
the design, and in the workmanship, some being so much 
more barbarous that they would appear to be subsequent 
imitations of the original coinage. Cunninghamspecimen 
is much the most perfect. 

Cunningham and Bendall give the “deity seated on 
lotus throne” as the obverse of this coin, and the lion 
as the reverse. I do not think this is correct. The lion 
is, I think, the obverse, as it occurs on the obverse of 
Amsu-varmans coins, PI. I, Figs. 5 and G (in which latter 
coin the obverse and reverse have, by mistake, been 
transposed on the plate), and on Jisnu Guptas coin, 
Pi. I, Fig. 8, in each of which there is no doubt, from 
the inscription, that the lion is the obverse. Cunningham 
describes the figure as “ lion walking to left towards lotus 
plant with flower and bird/ 1 I think neither of the 
objects is a bird. The upper one is a flower consisting 
of six petals round a centre, and the lower one appears 
to be a lotus leaf. Bendall (coins Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5) descril>es 
the figure as “lion pawing a vine-branch,” and mentions 
that Professor P. Gardner had called his attention to 
the Graeco-Indian coin of Agatliokles bearing a panther 
pawing a vine-leaf (Num. Chron. for 1868, vol. viii, pi. x). 
I do not think, however, that the object on the present 
coin is intended for a vine-branch. The upper object, if 
it were intended for a bunch of grapes, would be hanging 
down. Also grapes are not grown in Nepal, whereas 
flowers appear on many of these early Nepalese coins. 
I think there is no doubt that the object in front of the 
lion is intended for a lotus on a stem, from which a leaf 
also grows. 

The figure of the deity seated on u lotus on the reverse 
bears so striking a resemblance to a similar figure on some 











V 


I 
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of the coins of Huvishka as to suggest that it was copied 
from them. As already noted. Professor Bendall read the 
legend or the reverse of a coin of this type as &rl BJutgini* 
It is, however, distinctly &rt Bkoginl on this and the 
other specimens in the British Museum. 


No. 

Metal. 

Weight. 

She. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 



GUNANKA or guna teva. 

2 

JE 

185 

95 

Deity seated on a lotus, 
right hand held up. 
Legend below the figure. 
£rl Gundnka. 

Elephant facing to right 
(PL I, Pig. 2.) 

a 

M 

130 

*87 

Seated figure of king 
wearing crown ; both 
hands are raised and 
holding a flower. Legend 
above the figure, &rl 
Gundnka, 

Elephant to right, sur¬ 
rounded bv margin of 
dots. (PL I, Pig. 3*) 


The British Museum has twelve specimens of coin No. 2, 
which vary as greatly as those of Manarika, and two 
of the variety shown in coin Xo. 3. In some the reverse 
is surrounded by a margin of dots, and in one specimen 
there is a scolloped line within the dots, enclosing each 
dot in a scollop, and in others a plain circle within the 
dots. The seated figure also varies considerably. In some 
specimens the figure occupies the lower part of the coin 
and sits on a throne, not on a flower, and is crowned, 
and appears to be a king rather than a deity. 


4 


JE 

172 

10 


vaiSrayaxa. 

Seated figure, with right 
arm raised, holding a 
flower, left arm resting 
on thigh, a flower-pot 
to the left. The figure 
is crowned, and would 
appear to be a king. 
Legend, Vaiiratana. 


Cow facing to left, with 
calf underneath. Legend, 
K&madehi. (PL I, Pig. 4.) 
This sacred cow (Kama- 
dhenu) sprang from the 
churning of the ocean* 
and possessed the powei 
of granting wishes. 
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The British Museum has three specimens of this type. 
They vary very little. 


No. 

Metal. 

Weight. 

She. 

i ‘ 1 

Obverse. 

1 

Reverse. 

5 

M 

AMSU-VARMAN (Thaxuri Dvnasti\ 

Winged lion facing left, I Cow facing left, with calf 


170 

with foot raised. Legend 

underneath. Legend, 


1*0 

above, firyamtu Varma. 

] Kamadthi* (PL I, Pig. 5.) 


The British Museum has ten specimens of this type. 
r Chey vary very little 


6 

JE 

In the centre the sun sur¬ 


228*5 

rounded by rays. Legend 


1*0 

running round, M&ku- 
rfijudhtrfijo&ya. 


The British Museum has three s 

They do not vary in design. 

7 


Winged lion to left, with I 


155 

foot raised. Legend above, 


*95 

Sryamsu Varma . 


Winged Hon facing left, 
with foot raised. Legend, 
firyamsoh . (PI. I, Pig. 6. > 


raised. Crescent over the 
lion. (PL I, Fig. 7.) 

The British Museum has five specimens of this coin. 


Ornamental symbol. 
Fig, 8.) 


(PI. I, 


JISNU GUPTA. 

jF Winged bull to left, with 
174 5 fo refoo? # rai se d. Legend 
*95 above, SrlJimu Guptaiija. 

There is only one specimen of this coin in the British 
Museum. 

The figure on the obverse of this coin is described by 
Cunningham as a winged Hon, similar to the winged lions 
on the preceding coins. I think, however, that it is 
a winged bull. The shape of the head is quite different 
from that of the lions. The legs are thinner, and distinctly 
end in hoofs and not in paws. The shape of the quarters 
is square like those of a bull, while those of the lions are 
all round. The tail also is the tail of a bull and not of 
a lion. 
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No. 

Metal. 

Weight. 

Obveese. 

Reverse. 


Size. 




pa Sup atx. 


9 

M 

Recumbent bull to left. 


105 

Legend above, Pasupatu 


*85 



Sun in the centre, sur¬ 
rounded by ravs. (PL I, 
Pig* 9.) 

The British Museum has five specimens of this coin. 
They vary in the size of the sun and the shape of the 
rays round it, but otherwise are similar. 

10 | JE Similar to obverse of the Symbol similaf to that on 

obverse of coin No. 8 (PL I, 
Fip;. 8), but smaller and not 
in high relief. 

There is only one specimen of this coin in the British 
Museum, which is Cunningham’s coin No, 9. 

Ill j£ Humped bulb standing to Sun, with rays in centre. 

97*5 right, w ith ere sc e n t ub o ve. li o und i t le gen d Paiupa t L 

\ -90 (PL I, Fig* 10.) 

There are nine specimens of this type in the British 


1 

Similar to obverse of the 

! 119 

"95 

preceding coin. 


12 

JS 

Similar to the preceding 


49 

coin, but of half the 


'75 

weight and value;. 


Similar to the preceding. 


There are ten specimens of this coin in the British 
Museum, ranging from 43 to 48 grains in weight according 
to their condition, and from 75 to ‘80 of an inch in size. 
They are all much wool 

Similar to reverse of the 
preceding coin, but with 
a crescent with a <lot inside 
it between each character 
of the legend Pa&apati. 

Large sun in centre, sur¬ 
rounded by rays, similar 
to reverse of coin No. 9, 
(See PI. I, Fig. 9 above.) 

There are two specimens of this coin in the British 
Museum. 


13 

JE 

Humped bull, standing to 


174 

left, with crescent above. 


*85 


14 

JE 

Humped ball, standing to 


152 

left. Over it legend in 


95 

one line, Pasupati. 

\ 
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l. 

Meta i. 
Weight. 
Size. 

Obverse, 

Reverse, 

*5 

JE 

Trident, with an axe at¬ 

Sun surrounded by rays. 


163 

tached to th« shaft of it 

Round it legend JPa»upt(tL 


■9 

on the left, and some 
ornament hanging from it 
on the Tight. Legend , 

J PaittjMtii. 

(£i. I, Fig 11.) 


There are two specimens in the British Museum. 

r 18 

JE 

Trident, but with no axe \ 

Sun surrounded by curved 


.— 

or ornament attached to 

rays of the following form 


■85 

the shaft. Legend as in 
the preceding. 

No legend. 


There is 

one specimen only in the British Museum. 

17 


Design similar to obverse 

Design similar to obverse 


_. 

of coin No. 11 (Fig. 10). 

of coin No. 11 (Fig. 10), 


10 

Legend, PaSu ' and two 
dots in the place of the 
other two characters. 

Legend, Pali and two dots 
occupying the place of the 
other two characters. 


There is one specimen in the British Museum. 

18 1 

M 

Seated figure of king on 

Yase of flowers, with legend 


116 

*90 

a high - backed throne, 
wearing a crown, right 
hand raised, left baud 
bent and resting on 
thigh, flower to left 
\ springing from below 
foot, vase of flowers to 
j right. 

Pampati in one lino. 

• 

19 

M 

Seated figure of a king 

i 

• Similar to the reverse of 


146 . 

wearing a crown, with 

i the preceding coin. (PL I, 


*85 

his right hand resting on 
the knee and left arm 
bent resting on the hips. 

Fig. 42*) 

30 

M 

1 Seated figure of a king 

Ysse of flowers with an 


116 

wearing a crown, with 

ornamental scroll or it 


*9 

right hand raised and 
fingers extended, left 
t hand extended resting on 
knee and holding a 
flower. 

flowering branch on each 
side of it. Legend in two 
lines, PasupatL (PL 1, 
Fig* 13.) 
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THE MALLA DYNASTY* 

Kingdom of Bhatgaon, 


No. 

Metal* 

Weight. 

Date. 

Obverse. 

Reverse* 


Size. 

A.D* 




M 

85 

1-05 


M 

90 

11 


JAGATPRAKA&A MALLA. 


1632 Three-lined legend in 
scolloped square, Sri 
Sri Jagatprakdia Malta; 
above the square, figure 
of hand-drumfrfawirfru), 
and below, date 752 
ils* ; on Hither side 
imitation of Arabic 
characters upside down. 


Trtittla (trident) with 
ornamental scroll 
attached within cen¬ 
tral circle; above it 
sword with wreath; 
around, imitation of 
Arabic characters up¬ 
side down. British 
Museum. (PL II, 
Fig. 1.) 


JAYA JITAMITRA MALLa. 

1G63 i Three-lined legend in 


scol loped sq uare, Sr I 
Sri Jaya Jitamitra 
Malta ; ^ outside the 
square, imitation Arabic 
characters upsidedown 
as in the preceding ; 
date below, 783 n.b, 

JAYA RHOPATlNDRA MALLA. 


Similar to preceding. 
(PI. II, Fig. 2.) 


At 
80 
1 02 


At 

21 

'7 

(pieived 

coin} 


1606 


1606 


Three - lined legend m 
scolloped square, Sri 
Sri Jut/a BhftjtotJndra 
Malta Deva. Around, 
characters sim Oar t o 
preceding* Dute.SlOy.s, 

(Quarter mohar*) Dag¬ 
ger and wreath within 
two intersecting 
squares; above, two 
crescents^ and stars; 
legend, Sri Sri Jaya 
Rhupa-* 


Similar to preceding, 
(PL II, Fig. X) 


Vase of holy water, 
kalafa, with streamers. 
The ornament on the 
top of the vase is 
obliterated by tne 
piercing of the coin; 
above, two crescents 
and stars ; legend, 
tlndraMalladeva'* date 
below, StCx.s. (PI.II, 
Fig. b.) 


ll 
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1 


Jfo. 


Metal* 

Weight. 

Size. 


Date. 

A.B, 


Obverse* 


Reverse. 




iR 

035 

1*1 


6 


M 

84 

1*05 


7 


At 

4 id 

*92 


JAYA 11 AN A JIT A MALLA, 


1722 Similar to No. L Three- 
lined legend, Sri Sri 
Jay a Ranajita Math 
Deva ; below, date 842 
j N*S* 


Similar to No* 
(PI. II, Fig* 4-) 


1, 


1722 


In central circle, shell, 
lotus, and cakra ; on 
margin to r. u bow, to 
1* five arrows; floral 
ornaments /ound; 
legend, Sri Sri Jaya 
Ram-. 


In centre a triangular 
banastra (eon ventional 
bow and arrow); with¬ 
in it a (pdsa) noose 
and (dmittsfl) elephant 
goad; around it, to 
r. a chdmara (yak’s 
tail fly-whisk), tol. a 
lotus; flower orna¬ 
ments, Legend, Jita 
Malta Rev a. Date 
below, 842 N.s* (PI, 
II, Fig. 8*) Not*.— 
This coin is a copy of 
Jay a Cukravartin dra'M 
coin No* 15. 


1722 


(Half mohar *) Con¬ 
tinuous - lined figure 
forming five triangles 
on the sides of a 
pentagon; in pentagon, 
sword and wreath, two 
suns and legend Sri 
Sri ; in triangles, Jay a 
Raya Ji -; in spaces 
round, -ta Malta Reva * 


In Jaadifrei triangle 
vase of holy water, 
kata sc t with streamers 
and two crescents and 
dots. Round, date 
VaUtikha 15 Sam vat. 
842* (PL II, Fig. 7.) 
Note. — The obverse 
and reverse of this 
coin are transposed on 
the Plate* 


f 




8 


M 

(piereedl 

coin) 

21 

*67 


1722 


(Qu art er mol i ar*) Sim ilar 
to No* 4. Quarter 
mohar of ItHiiputlndm, 
Legend, Sri Sri Jay a 
Raya*. 


SiniHur to No. 4, 
Legend, -jita Malta 
Jkra\ date, 842 K*s* 

(in. II, Fig* X) 














































96 


THE COINAGE Of NEPAL. 


No. 

Metal. 
j Weight. 
Size. 

Date. 

a.d. 

Obverse. 

Revbbse, 

9 

JR 

No 

T- 

(Quarter.) Sword with- j 

Legend in three line*, 


(-) 

date. 

out wreath; two civs- ' 

(1) JHa, (2) Malta 


•5B 

i 

1 


cents and star s. Legend j 
in three lines, Sri Sri \ 
i Jay a Jta$4t-. 

Dt\ (a) ra. No date. 
British Museum. (Not 
figured.) 


Kingdom of Kathmandu. 

LAKSMlNARA. SIM HA. 


10 


M . No 
70-5 I date. 
1-05 


i 

! 

I 




Similar to re verst* of 
No. l p but with legend 
Sri in place of word 
and wreath. No date. 

(a IT, Fig. 9.) 

I 


In square a shell and 
two-lined legend, Sri 
ZafamI Nara Sim. 
Characters round the 
square similar to the 
obverse of No. 1. 

: Xote. — The obverse 
and reverse of this 
coin are transposed on 
the Plate for con¬ 
tinuity with corns 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 . 


PRATAPA MALLA. 


M 

3641 

Similar to the preceding 

77 


coin of Laksmtmiru 

L03 


Simha. Legend, Si'i 
Prato pa Mall a. Date, 
761 n*s. 

m 

1656 

Imitation Persian charac¬ 

87 


ters in two linos, in¬ 

1 02 


tended for * San Haiti '; 
in centre, trident; the 
ground covered with 
flowers. Legeud, Sri 

Sri Kcvlndra Jttyu. 


Similar to the pre¬ 
ceding coin of Laksmi- 
nara S b imha* (PL II ( 
Pig* 10.) MU.— 
The obverse and re¬ 
verse are transposed 
on the Plato, as in 
the preceding coin. 

Imitation Persian cha¬ 
racters in two lines* 
JahangirSltah; ground 
covered with Sowers. 
Legend, PraUlpa 
Math. Date, 776 s*s. 
(PL II, Fig. 12*) 
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No. 

Mttal. 
W ir. 

' iE* 

1 

Date* 

a,jd. 

Obverse, 

Reverse. 

18 

M 

171 

1*05 

1661 

(Double molier.) A 
square coin ; in orna¬ 
mental square sur¬ 
rounded by floral 
margin. Trident with 
legend, Sri 2. Raja 
Rdjrndra Jay a. 

In ornamental square 
surrounded by flora* 
margin ; sword and 
legend, Pro tup a Math 
Deva, Date, 781 n*s. 
(PL II, Fig. 14 A 
This coin* which is 
unique, belongs to 
I)r* Hoernle. It is 
perhaps a nimr. 


EC PAM ATI DEVI, 


14 


15 


i JR 

1649 \ (Quarter rnohar.) Tri- ; 

2L5 

dent; two crescents 

*72 

! and stars. Legend, 
Sri JUpamatl. 

1 


t 

JAYA CAKEAYAETINDIU 

At 

1669 | In central circle, sueil, 

82 

lotus, and cakra ; on 

L02 

margin, to r, a bow, to 

1. five arrows; floral 

1 

1 ornaments round. 
Legend, Sri * 2 Jmja 


Cakra Va-. 


Imitation Persian cha¬ 
racters in two lines 
on floral ground; two 
crescents and stars. 
Legend, Deoi. Date, 
7(J9*r.s. British Mu¬ 
seum* (PLII,Fig,ll,) 

MALLA. 

In triangular htindntra 
(conventionalbow and 
arrow) a noose and 
elephant goad; around 
it, to r. chdmara (yak*s 
tall fly-whisk), to L 
lotus ; and, on floral 
ground, legend rtln- 
dra Malta. Date, 789 
n.s. (PL II, Fig* 13.) 


JAYA NEPENDRA MALLA* 


IS 


JR 

1675 j 

Imitation Persian cha¬ 

80 


racters in two lines; 

10 

: 

| 

I 

in centre* trident; 
above, sun ; flowered 
field. Legend, Sri Sri 
Jay a Nrpmdn i. 

1 


Imitation Persian cha¬ 
racters in two lines* 
in centre, sword and 
wreath; above, cres¬ 
cent; flowered field. 
Legend, Malta Dev*. 
Date, 795 n.s (PI. 
Ill, Fig, 1.) 


190S. 


41 
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17 


IS 


19 


20 


JAYA PARTHIYENDRA KALLA. 

(Queen IIIjva LahsmI Devi.) 

Two intersecting 
squares. In centre, 
vase of holy water, 
kalasa, and wreath on 
alotus. Legend t Rdjya 
Lafomi Devi. Date, 
SO2 >\s. In the eight 
triangles, legend 
Mahdrdni Jagatmdtd. 
A round, in each of the 
outer angles, a flower. 
(PL III, Fig. 2.) 
Imitation Person eh a-. 
meters in two lines. 
In centre, shell to 1,; 
two crossed yak's tail 
fly-whisks; to r*, the 
symbol of the two 
golden Ashes. Legend 
on flowered field, 
Malta Beta* Below, 
date 800 K,s. British 
Museum, (PL III, 
Fig. 3.) 

Offering Vase and 
wreath. Legend in 
four lines: (1) #rl, (2) 
ltqiya % (3) Z.akmJ f (4) 
Bert. ' (Not figured*) 


JAYA BHCPALENDEA KALLA. 

Within scolloped octa¬ 
gon, sword and 
wreath, and legend 
Malta Beta. l)ute T 812 
x.s. Bound the figure, 
in eight leaves, legend 
Nep&Ukara Rujendra, 
(PL III, Fig. 4.) 


M 

S 682 

Two intersecting 

87 

1*05 


squares. In central 

octagon, legend Sri Sri 
Jay a JPdrthtvendra 
Malta Bsva, In the 



triangles round, legend 

i 

i 

1 


Ma-h G - td-ja-Ne - pd ~le - 
Nf’Vtj. In the angles 
outside the figure, the 
aeta - mahgala (eight 



emblems of the Bud¬ 
dhist religion;. 

M 

1680 

Imitation Persian cha¬ 

84 


racters in two lines. 

1-0 


In centre, trident; to 
l. T shell; to r., kalaia ; 
above, sun. Legend 
on flowered field, Sri 



Sri Jaya Piirthitendm. 

M 

No 

(Quartcr mohar.) In 

{-) 

date. 

centre, trident and two 

•70 


crescents and stars. 



Legend in five lines: 



(1) Srh (2) Jaya, (3) 
Parthi (4) vendra, (5) 



1 Malta. 


M 

1692 

Within circle, trident ! 

87*5 


and two crescents and 

1-07 


itars. Legend, Sri 2, 
faya lihupa tendra 

Malta. Bound circle, 
in eight lotus petals, 
the aba-maayah. 
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No. [ 

Metal. 

Wright. 

Sue. 

Date. 

i.D, 

Obverse, 

Reverse. 

21 

M 

1700 

Design similar to pre¬ 

Design similar to 


87 


ceding. Legend in 

preceding. In circle, 


10? 


circle, Sri 2, Vlra 

legend Sri Sri Aarl-; 




Bhdpdiendra. Bound 

in leaves round nvfra, 




circle, in eight lotus 

Chuddmant Sam nit. 




petals, OirIndia Udja 

Date, 812 k.s. (Not 




R&jendn i. 

figured*) 


JAYA BHASKARA MALI.A. 

n 

M 

1701 

Similar to coin (No. 20) 

In circlet imitation 


U 


of Bhupabmtlra. In 

Persian characters in 


1*07 


circle, legend $rf Sri 

two lines; in centre. 




Jaya Bh&ehara. 

sword and wreath. 





In circle,legend Hatla 





Beta. Date, 821 h.s. 





In eight trefoil leaves 





round, Nep&Ubara 





Girlndra. (PL III, 





Fig- 5,) 

25 

At 

1698 

(Quarter mohar.) Per¬ 

Persian characters in 


21 


sian characters in two 

two linen. In centre, 


(pierced 


lines. In centre, tri¬ 

shell* Legend, Malta 


coin) 


dent ; above, crescent* 

Beta. Date, 818 jr*s. 


*70 


Legend, Sri 2, Jaya 

(PL III, Fig. 6.) 




Bhu&hara. 



JAYA 

VlRA MAHINDRA MALLA. 

24 

M 

1709 

In circle,^ trident and 

In circle, sword and 


85 


legend Sr? Srf t and 

wreath, sun and moon. 


1*02 


date 829 n,s. Around, 

Around, in six scol¬ 




in six scolloped petals, 

loped petals. Sri Sr? 




legend Jaya Vira Ma~ 

Zokandtha nama (wor¬ 




hlndra Malta. 

ship to Loknath). 




m/m m 

(PL III, Fig* 7.) 

25 

At 

1717 

In circle, trident and 

In circle, sword and 


66*5 


legend Sri Sri Jaya 

wreath, and legend 


1*05 


Maklndra. Around, in 

Sith ha Beta. Date, 




leaves, aata-mangala* 

837 k.s. Around, in 





eight leaves, firl Sri 





Srt Jl aland may a. 





(PL III, Fig* ft*) 
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THE COINAGE OF NEPAL, 


No. 

Metal. 

Weight. 

Size, 

Date. 

a.b. 

Obverse. 

\ 

Reverse. 

26 

M 

82 

LG5 

1716 

In circle,^ trident and 
legend Sri Sri Ja y a 
Mahlndra, Around, in 
petals, aifa-mangold. 

In circle, sword and 
wreath, and Arabic 
characters. Legend, 
Simha Deva, Date, 
836 n,s. Around, in 
eight petals, Nep&lii* 
vara Girlndra. (PL 
IIL Fig. 9.) 

27 

M 

20-5 
■66 

1718 

(Quarter mohar.) Tri¬ 
dent, and two crescents 
and stars. Legend, 

$rl 2, Jaffa Mahlndra 
Simha Bern. 

Offering vase and 
wreath. Legend, Sri 
2la hmdra Lakx m ! . 

Date,838 n.s. (PLIII, 

‘ Fig. 10.) 


JAYA JAGAJJAYA, alias HAHlPATENDRA SIMHA. 
(Queen Kumudini Devi.) 


28 

At 

1732 

Incircle,trident; around, 


85 


mta- many ala, Similar 


1*1 


to Nos. 23, 22, 25, and 
26. Legend, Sri 2, 




Jay a Jagajjaya, 

! 

29 

M 

1738 

Design similar to the 


80 


preceding. Legend, 

Sri 2, Jayajjmja Malta, 


1-1 


30 

M 

1732 

(Quarter mohar.) Tri¬ 


196 


dent, and two crescents 


67 


and stars and crescent 
above. Legend, Sri 2, 
Jay a Jagajjaya Malta , 

31 

M 

No 

Within lozenge, trident; 


M 

date. 

around,, in four com¬ 


1*0 


partments and on 
field, legend Sri Jay a 




Mahlpa. 


Similar to No. 26. In 
circle, legend Malta 
Deva . Around, ill 
eight leaves, Nepdhi* 
vara Itajendra, Date, 
852 n.s. (PL III, 
Fig. 11*) 

In octagon, sword 
and wreath. Legend, 
&rl 2. Mahlpatlndra 
Malta , Date, 85 8 n . s. 
(PL III, Fig. 12.) 

Offering vase and 
wreath. Legend, Sri 
Kumudinl Bevl, Date, 
852 n.s, (PL III, 
Fig. 15.) 

Sword and wreath ; 
two crescents and 
stars, on flowered 
field. Legend in 
three lines, -tlnirm 
Malta Bern. No date. 
British Museum. (PL 
IV, Fig. 1.) 
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No, 


Metal* 

Weight. 

Size. 


Date. 

A.D. 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


JAYA FRAKA$A MALLA. 
(Queer Dowager (?}, KumuiunI DevL) 


M 

1756 

Design similar to 

825 


Nos. 20, 22, 25, 26, 
28, and 29. Legend, 
Sri 2, Jay a Praia m 

Math. 

1*07 


At 


Barbarous imitation of 

65'5 

1*10 


the preceding. 

M 


Barbarous imitation of 

70 

1 MO 


No. 31. 

At 

1753 

In scolloped octagon. 

82*5 


a trident, beneath it 

110 


a _ crouching lion. 
Legend, Sri 2, Jay a 
PrakCiSaMalta; around, 
in petals, ada-mahgala. 


Design similar to 
No'. 29, In centre, 
legend j Sri 2, Hakl- 
patlndra Malta. Date, 
876 n,s, (Pi, IV, 
Fig. 2.) The form 
of the figure 7, J_, 
on this coin and on 
coins Nos. 87 and 39, 
is unusual on the Mai la 
coins, and on other 
coins of Jaya Prakasa, 
viz. coins Nos. 38, 40, 
and 45, it is in the 
usual form, fl ■ 


Barbarous imitation of 
the preceding. Base 
metal. Marsden, 
British Museum. (PL 
IV, Fig. 3.) 


Barbarous imitation of 
No, 31. Marsden, si cxi. 
Very base metal. 
British Museum. (PI. 
IV, Fig. 4.) 


Within a circle a tri¬ 
angular b&ndstra : 
round it, within circle, 
sword and wreath, 
sun and moon, and 
date 873 N.s,; around, 
in petals, &n 2, 
MaMpatlndra Malta, 
(PL IV, Fig, 5,) 
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THE COINAGE OF NEPAL* 



37 


33 


$9 


40 


41 


M 

21*6 

*67 


JR 

42-2 

*9U 


M 


M 

18*6 

'70 


M 

21 

-72 


1755 


1753 


1756 


Out erse. 


1753 


1753 


Within pointed octagon, 
trident and legend, 
Sri 2, Jaya Pmkdia 
3falla> Around, in 
petals, axta-maftgdla ; 
between petals, legend 
Ntp&Ufoam and date 
873 *s, 

(Half mohur*} Within 
circle, trident and two 
crescents and stars. 
Around, infour trefoils, 
Sri 2, Jaya Pr«-, 


(Half mohar*) Within, 
scolloped lozenge, a tri¬ 
dent, with two flowers 
growing from its shaft. 
Around, four petals; 
within, petals; and on 
intervening spaces, le¬ 
gend Sri 2 } Java Prnhlia 
Malta * 

(Quarter mohar*) In 
centre, trident* Le¬ 
gend, Sri Janani Ku -* 


(Quarter m oh ar *) In 

centre, trident, above 
to L» figure of hand- 
drum (damaru). Le¬ 
gend, Sri 3, PaiupatL 

(Quarter mohar*) Tri¬ 
dent only* Legend, 
Sri 2, Jaya Prahti* 
Malta. 


Reverse. 


With in scolloped circle, 
triangle in centre, and 
round it legend Sri 3 
Taleju Mdju. Around, 
in petals, Sri Sri Sri 
Kum&rl ; outside 
these, legend Sri Met* 
hlpatindra Malta * 
(PL IV, Pig* 6.) 

Two lines intended for 
Arabic characters. In 
centre, sword and 
wreath* Legend, hdda 
Malta Bern i* Bate, 

875. Harsden f ncxiii, 
British Museum. (PL 
IV, Pig 7*) 

Within circle* sword 
and wreath* Around, 
in four petals, legend 
Beva , and date 873 
n.s* British Museum* 
(PI. IV, Pig* s.; 


In centre, cakra on 
pedestal* Legend, 
-mudinl Bevz * Bate, 
876 tf.s. Marsdeu, 
mcxit* British Mu¬ 
seum. (PI* IV, Fig* 9.) 

In centre, sword and 
wreath* Legend, Sri 
3, Gujh&tarl. Date, 
873 k.s* British 
Museum. . (PI* IV, 
Fig. 10.) 

Similar to preceding. 
(PI. IV, Fig. 11*) 
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No. 

Metal 

Weight. 

Bate. 

Obverse* 

Reverse 


Sue* 

A.B* 



42 

JR 

No 

(Sixteenth of a mohar.) 

Small crouching lion 

5-75 

date. 

Sword and wreath, on 
a pedestal* Legend, 

with tail raised for¬ 


•45 


ward oser body; 




Sri Jay a Prated-. 

above, legend -&a 
3lalh. British Mu¬ 





seum* (FLTVjFig.lS*) 

43 

M 

No 

(Thirty - second th of a 

The coin a thin leaf of 


2-75 

date. 

mohar.) Sword. Le¬ 

silver, and is only 

1 

'35 


gend, Sri Jaya Pm 

stamped on the ob¬ 
verse. (PL IV, Fig. 





H.) 




Gobi Coinage, 


44 | 

N 

No 

(AahrafL) An exact ; 
copy in gold of coin 

An exact copy of coin 


845 

date. 

No* 36, (Cf. PL IV, 


1*15 


No* 36* 

Fig* 6*) British 
Museum. 

45 

N 

No 

(Quarter ashrafi.) Tri¬ 

Sword and wreath 

21 

67 

date* 

dent, Legend, Jaya 
Praldia Malta. 

Legend, Sri Gvjhe*~ 
varl ; date, 873 h*s. 
British Museum (PL 







IV, Pig. 120 

46 

N 

No 

Same as silver coin 

Same as No* 42* 


5 0 

i date. 

No* 42. 



47 



Nothin g stam ped. Thin 

47 

N 

No 

Similar to the preceding* 


20 

date* 

gold leaf ; the obverse 


*45 



stamping shows 
through* 

48 

N 

No 

Same as silver coin 

Same as JNo. 43* 



date* 

No* 43* 



49 


JYOTI PRAKaSA MALLA* 


(CW» ttritfk during a rebtUtvn,) 


M 

1748 

Similar to No* 32 of 

m 


Jaya Prakafo* Legend, 

VI 


Sri Jytti Prahdia 



Mali*. 


Similar to No/ 32* 
Legend in octagon, 
Sri Sri M&hipatlndr* 
Malta, Bate, 866 
M (PL IV, Fig* 15*) 
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THE COINAGE OF NEPAL. 


No. 

Metal. 

Weight, 

Date. 

Obverse. 

Rktersr. 


Size. 

a.d* 


1 


50 


(JANANl) JAY A LAKSMI DEVl. 
(Queen Mother of JYoti PkakISa Malla.) 
(Coin struck in a rebellion.) 

Offering 
covering 


M 

1746 

(Qu arter mohar.) Tri - 

18 


dent with flower above, 

65 


and two crescents and 



dots. Legend, Sri 

1 


Jananf, 


vase with 
in form of 
stupa t and wreath, 
with ■ crescent above. 
Legend, Jay a Lafomt 
Devi . Date, 866 n.s, 
(PI. YI, Fig. 12.) 
Note .—This coin was, 
by oversight, omitted 
from PL IV, It is 
shown on the last 
plate of M&lla coins. 
The obverse is figured 
below the reverse. 


51 


i 


52 


KINGDOM OF PATAN OE LALITAPUR, 


SIDDHI NAltASIMHA. 


M ' 

1631 

Within central circle, 

85*5 


sword and ^ crescent. 

M 


Legend, Sn Sri Siddlti. 
Around, Invitation ; 
Arabic characters 
upside down, as on the 
obverse of coins No. 1, 

2, 3, 5, 9, and 10, but 
with a flower above in 
place of the sword and 
wreath. 

M 

1654 

(Qti arter moh ar.) Sword, 

20'5 , 


flower, and two cres¬ 

*7 ; 


cents and /lots. Le¬ 


1 

gend, £rl Sri SiddM, 


Within contra! circle, 
a lion to r. Around, 
imitation A rabic 
characters upside 
down, similar to 
those on the obverse 
of coins Nos. I, etc,, 
but with a flower to 
1., and above two 
crescents and dots, 
and legend Nam, 
making with the lion 
in the centre Nara - 
4 nmhaS Below, date 
751 N.s, (Pi. Y, 
Fig. 1.) 

Lion to r.; above 
legend, Nara, making 
with lion Nara* 
l simha. } Date, 774. 
(PI, Y, Pig. 2,) 
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65 



On vers k. 


Reverse. 


jaya shim\.^ malla. 


53 


54 


M 

1661 

81 


'96 


M 

1666 

?6 


1*08 



Characters as in No. 19, 
etc. In central circle, 
legend Sri Sri Jaya, 


Two intersecting tri¬ 
angles. In centre, 
sword and wreath, 
flower,and two crescents 
and dots % Legend, in 
centre, Sri Sri Jaya ■ 
inland in the six tri- 
ungfci. &rln it tisa Malta, 


Characters with flower 
to right as in No, 4lL 
Legend abort, SriNi-, 
within circle vfisa 
Malta , Below, date 
781 ir A (P1.V, Fig, 3.) 

In central circle two 
kalaia* with streamers, 
with staff between 
and two small indis¬ 
tinct ay m do 1». Roun d 
it a square figure with 
projections from the 
sides. In the four 
corners oi the figure 
two royal banners, a 
* trtkra, and a flower. 

Legend, Nepiihhara. 
i llato within circle, 
! 780*,*, (PL V, Fig. 4.) 


YOGA NAKENDBA MALTA. 


55 


M 

83 

98 


1688 


Figure formed of two 
interlaced svastikas. In 
tbe central square thus 
formed, sword; in the 
top and central squares, 
legcnd/5/** fl.ZoteidtfAif. 
Legend commencing 
from top loft comer and 
reading ^ horizontally 
across >Sr7 Sri Toy a 
Narendra Malta Dev<t. 
Outside tbe figure, 
legend Samyittirnnava- 
par ay a t tl Skilled in the 
flood of concerted 
music.” Note ,—This 
legend is misread In 
the recent Catalogue of 
the Coins in the India 
Museum, Calcutta, m 
Sarny] (which has no 
meaning) iundara ptir- 
aga, 44 Skilled ir the 
iUndava (dance or 
mantra)." 


T wo intersectin gquudrr 
laterals with concave 
aides. In central 
octagon bo formed, 
circle surrounded by 
eight petals, Inside 
circle, vase of offer¬ 
ings with cover in 
form of stupa, and 
wreath. In the eight 
triangles, legend Sri 
F i y* Lakstnl Der h 

fn the spaces outside 
the figure, legend P 
Narendra Lafami 
Devi, In bottom tri¬ 
angle, date 808 H.fi. 
(PI. V, Fig, 5.) 
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THE COINAGE OF NEPAL. 


No. 


56 


58 


Metal. 

Weight. 

Size. 


At 

•85 

102 


JR 

81*5 

102 


81 

M 



1686 


1685 


1686 


Obverse. 


Similar to the preceding. 


Similar to the two pre¬ 
ceding coins. 


Small square inscribed 
within a larger. Hound 
these, two intersecting 
squares. In the central 
square, sword. In the 
two central squares, 
legend 6r\ &rl $ri 
Lokanutha. Within the 
figure of the intersect¬ 
ing squares, crescent 
and sun. and legend 
Sri Sri Yoga Narendra 
Malta Jirra. Outside 
the figure, legem) 
Samgiturnnava-pui *ga 
^See coin No. 55.) 


Reverse. 


A rhomboid intersected 
by two equilateral 
triangles. In central 
rhomboid so formed, 
on pedestal, a vase for 
offerings with cover 
in form of ntupa and 
wreath; to 1. shell, 
to r. mace. Within 
the larger rhomboid, 
legend Sri Xarendr a 
Laknml Devi. Outside 
the figure and in the 
bottom triangle,legend 
•Sri Pratupa Laknml 
Devi. At bottom, date 
806 x.s. (PLY, Fig.6.) 
A smaller square, in¬ 
scribed withi: another. 
Within, mailer 
square, vase of holy 
water, kalaia , resting 
on a lotus; to 1. shell, 
to r. standard; be¬ 
low these, to 1. mace, 
to r. lotus. In tri¬ 
angles, to 1. vase for 
offerings, to r. stan¬ 
dard. Legend, Yoga 
Laknml Devi. Date, 
805 y.s. British Mu¬ 
seum. (PI. V, Fig. 7 .) 
Light pointed figure. 
In central octagon, 
vase for offerings and 
wreath, crescent and 
sun, shell and mace. 
Around, within the 
triangles, legend Sri 
Sri Narendra Laknml 
Devi. Outside the 
figure, legend Nejjdla 
Chadutaari. Date, 806 
N.S. (PL V, Fig. 8.) 
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No. 

Mktaj.. 

Weight. 

Size. 

Date. 

a.d. 

Obverse. 

' 

[ / Reverse. 

59 

M 

1700 

Iu centre, on pedestal, 

In centre, trident rest¬ 


82 


sword witli wreath; 

ing on lotus. Legend 


10 


above, flower, crescent, 

in five lines of the 




and sun. Legend in 

two inner columns of 




five lines, in inner 

characters, Sri &rl 




columns of characters, 

Vlra Yoga Narendra 




Sri &ri Jay a Yoga 

Malla. Legend in 




Narendra Malta. Legend 

four lines forming 




in four lines in outer 

outer columns, Ne- 




two columns, Samyl- 

pulesvara Chuddmani. 




tarnnava-pdraga. (See 

Date, 820 n.s! (PI. 




coin No. 55.) 

V, Fig. 9.) < 

60 

M 

16»7 

(Quarter mohar.) A 

Five - pointed figure 


21 


square with four tre- 

formed of a con¬ 


•75 


foiied petal8 round. In 

tinuous line. In top 




square, ^ staff, and 

three triangles and 




legend Sri Sri Yoga , 

centre, legend Sri 




and date 807 n.s. 

Sri tfri Lokanutha ; 




Legend formed by the 

around and in two 




central characters of 

lower triangles, 




the top and lateral 

legend Taleju Sa haya , 




trefoils, Narendra (in 

“Talcju’s aid.” (PI 




lower trefoil) Malla ; 

V, Fig. 10.) 




outer characters of top 





and lateral trefoils. 





Ihyu kara, “Have 





pity,” and letters pa-pa 





(or possibly yn-ya) in 





the lateral trefoils, and 





ga in the bottom tre¬ 





foil, the meaning of 





which is not clear. 




JAYA INDRA MALLA. 

61 

M 

1706 

In square, sword and 

In squsrc, figure with 


8.3 


wreath, with small 

circularly projecting 


1*02 


kalasa above ^ and le¬ 

sides, trident resting 




gend Sri Sri Isoka- 

on lotus; to 1. cakra 




natha outside, legend 

on pedestal ; to r. 




Sri Sri Jo on India 

vase for offerings witli 




Malla. 

cover in form of Unpa. 





legend, Sri Jikuqai ati 





D+ci, and date 8*26 


(«• V. Fig. II.) 


























THE COINAGE OF NEPAL* 


6& 


No* 


Metal. 

Weight. 

Size* 


Bate. 

A. Dp 


Obverse. 


Reverse* 


Vwi 


YOG AM ATI, (?/ Widow of Yoga Narendra, with her »od, 
Loka TraVaSa MALES. 

(Coin taken trom the Catalogue of Coins in the Indian Museum, Calcutta.) 
62 Mi 1707 


l 


jR j 1707 I ^ Square, with smaller 
82*5 | square inscribed dia¬ 
l-02 I j gonally, and, in centre, 

i a third square con¬ 
taining sword with 

wreath* Outer legend, 

1 tSrl 2, Jay a Lokap rakd Sa 
) Math Beta ; inner le- 

I gend, Sri Sri JTalund- 
J | mayaJ* 


; 14 Two interlaced equi¬ 
lateral triangles, wit** 
central scolloped com¬ 
part me nt, contaiming 
trident* Legend, Sri, 
$rl Toyamatt Berf ; 
date below, 827 n*s. 

! (- 1707 A.D*)*” 

1 C*CU.M*C., 1906, 

| vol* i, p. 288* 


YOG AM ATI, (?) Widow of Yoga Narendra, with her son, 
VIR A NA RASIM HA MALL A* 


63 


64 


M 

83 

102 


1709 


Square, with semi-ellip¬ 
tic ul figure on each 
aide. In square, dagger 
and wreath, crescent 
and sun, and legend 
A'? 2, Lnkandtha ; out¬ 
side and in the semi- 
elliptical figures, legend 
Sri Sri Vlra Naratfmha 
Mala Leva. 


An equilateral triangle 
inscribed within an¬ 
other ; in lateral tri¬ 
angles, in 1. cakra on 
pedestal, in r, vase of 
offerings; outside and 
in top triangle, legend 
Sri Sri Yhyamaii 
Devi, and date 829 
n*s* British Museum, 

(in* v, rig. 12*) 


HRDI NARASIMHA MALLA. 


/R 

85 

1*1 


1716 


In centre, circle sur¬ 
rounded by six tre foiled 
petals; outside this, 
quadrangular figure 
with projections from 
the sides. In circle, 
lion to 1* with paw 
ru i sod.. JLegend, in 
petals, Sri Sri Ilrdi 
Mara\ in centre, lion = 

1 Simha' : in corner* of 
figure, Maht Delta* 


Two intersecting equi¬ 
lateral triangles* In 
central figure, sword 
and wreath, crescent 
and nun* and pddukd* 
In petals and triangles 
of the figure, legend 
At Sri Karun&maya. 
Date, 836 x*s. (PI, VI, 
Fig* I.) 


1 
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No. 


Metal* 

Weight. 

Size, 


Bate. 

A.D* 


Orve 


65 


M 

83-5 

109 


1716 


Circle surrounded by 
six trefoiled petals; 
these again surrounded 
by six bifotled petals* 
In circle, lion to 1. 
with flower and stalk 
in front. Legend (in 
both series of petals 
together), Sri Sri Vira 
Hfdi -Vans (lion iu 
centre ») Sim ha, Mala 
(misspelt) Deva* 


Revehsi:. 


Circle snrroundea by 
six uni foiled petals, 
these again surrounded 
by six trefoiled petals. 
Legend (in both series 
of petals together)* Sri 
Sri Ka r uMi/i ay a Nam* 
and date 836 x*e* 
(PI* VI, Fig* 2.) 


JAYX YOGA PRAKaSA MALLA* 


66 


67 


JR 
83 5 
l l 


1712 ['Circle sun , ounded i by 
eight petals* In circle, 
trident and imitation 
Persian characters in 
two lilies^ Legend, 
(in circle) At $rlJaya 
IV, fin petals) -ga 
Frak&ia Malta Beta* 
Date, 832 s*s* (PLVI, 
Fig. 3.) 


Octagon with concave 
sides. In centre, 

resting on lotus, 
sword and wreath, 
crescent and sun, and 
flower on either side. 
Around, in eight lotus 
leaves, legend Sri 
Sri Sri Earundmaya 
(misspelt h for h)* 
(PL VI, Fig* 3.) 


JAYA V1SNB MALLA* 


M 

83 

1-07 


1741 


On reticulated surface; 
in centre,trident, imita¬ 
tion Persian characters 
in two lines, crescent 
and sun* Legend, Sri 
Sri Jaya Vi$nu Math 
Beta* Date, 861 ^*tf* 


Scolloped circle. \V it bin 
circle, sword and 
wreath on pcdeit&L 
and legend Ai At 
Sri d tk* Out¬ 
side the figure, leading 
across from fide to 


aide, legend At Jay* 

1 tty* Xarendr* 

;Pl* v; 


Vlr* I tty* 


Math IM ru* 
Fig. 4.) 
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THE COINAGE OF NEPAL, 


No. 

Mktal. 

Wkioht, 

SlZ«. 

Date. 

a.u. 

Obverse. 

Reverse, 

66 

M 

173 a 

Circle surrounded by 

In centre, sword and 


82*5 


four petals. In circle. 

wreath, imitation 


1*05 


trident; in petals. 

Persian characters in 




umbrella, mace, flower, 

two lines, two cres¬ 




and chakra. Legend, 

cents and dots, and 




(in circle) Sri Sri t (in 

trailing flowers. Le¬ 




petals) Jay a Vimu 

gend, Sri Sri Sri 




Malta Dcva. Date, 859 

Karundmaya . (PLVI, 




N.S. 

Fig. L) 


JAYA ItAJYA PRAKA&A KALLA. 


69 


741 


71 


Ai 

1756 

In centre, trident, imita¬ 

82 


tion Persian characters 

H 


in two lines, crescent 
and sun. Legend, Sri 
Sri Jay a Rtijya Pra - 
kdM Beta. Date, 856 
N,s, 

M 

1756 

Circle in centre, round 

62-5 


it a square with pro¬ 

105 


jections of double-key 
pattern. In-circle, tri¬ 
dent aud sun. Legend, 
(in circle) Sri 2, Jag a 
Jldjya, (in outer figure) 
Prakd&a Malta Bam. 
Date, 856 n.s. 

Ai 

1736 

T wo intersecting quadri¬ 

82*5 , 


lateral figures with 

108 

1 

1 

i 

concave sides. In centre, 
trident, crescent, and 
suit; outside, in the 
angles of the figure, 
the A#ta Ma again. 

Legend, ^in centre) *sVf i 
Sri Jay* Mil-, (round, j 
in triangles) Jg* j 

Praia so Malta Bcra. 
Date, 856 n\s. 


Design tia in No. 67 
of Jaga Vi*nu Mu v a. 
Legend, in scolloped 
circle, Sri Sri * rt 
Lokandth* ; outside, 
Sri Jay a Vira Yoga 
Narendra Mall a Bcva. 
(A very debased coin.) 
(PI, VI, Fig, 6.) 

Design similar to pre¬ 
ceding. Legend, (with¬ 
in scolloped circle) Sri 
Sri Sri Lokandtha, 
(outside) Sri Jay a 
Vira Yaga Nartndra 
MallaBtva. (PL VI, 
Fig. 7.) 


Design same as Nos, 
67, 69, and 70, 

Legend, (within scol¬ 
loped ^ circle) Sri 
Sri Sri Lokandtha, 
(outside) Sri Jay a 
Vira Yaga Narendrm 
Malta Bern. (Pl, VI T 
Fig, 8<) 
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No, 


72 


78 


Metjx. 

Weight. 

Size, 


M 

84 

1-2 


M 
82-5 
1.-08 


74 


M 

21 

70 


76 



Obverse, 


ICevkuse, 


1736 


Octagon surrounded by 
eight petals. In octa¬ 
gon, trident with cres¬ 
cent on the shaft. 
Legend, (in^ octagon) 
Sri Sri Sri Mara 
Siddhi, 44 The success 
of Kara, (in petals) 
Sri 2, Bdjya Praia ka 
Malta. Date, 869 x,s. 


Circle surrounded by 
eight petals. In circle, 
sword uud sword on 
pedestal. , Legend, (in 
circle) Sri Sri Sri 
Lalandtha, (in petals) 
2. Yoga Marettdra 
Malta . British Mu¬ 

seum. (PL VI, Fig. lb) 


JAYA VIsSVAJITA MALLA. 


1758 i Circle surrounded by six 
petals, which are again 
surrounded by six scol¬ 
lop ed petal s, 1 n c i rc k\ 
trident, crescent, and 
sun, and legend Sri 
Mara Sidd/ti; in petals, 
Sri Sri Jag a Viirajita 
Malta Deva. Date, 878 

N.S. 

(Q,u a rt e r in ol i ur *) Cire le 
surrou nde d by six 
petals, in circle. Le¬ 
gend, (in circle) Sri, 
(in petals) Vilvajita 
Mall a Bern. Date (in 
circle), 872 k.s. 


1752 


Circle surrounded by 
eight lotus petals. In 
circle, sword and 
wreath on pedestal, 
and legend Sri Sri 
Sri Lofoindtha ; in 
petals, Sri 2, 
Xarendra Mu Ha. (PL 
VI, Fig, 10.) 

Circle surrounded by 
six petals. In circle, 
sword and wreath, two 
c res cc n ts an d dots, u n d 
two lotus hurts ; in 
petals, legend Sri Sri 
Lohandtha. (PL VI, 
Fig. 11.) 


DALA MARDAJTA SAHA. 


vR 

85 

M2 


1078 


Small circle in centre ; 
round it a square 
divided by a svastika j 
in circle, trident aud 
two dots; outside the 
square, above, crescent 
and suu, to 1. flowers, 
to r. shell and mace. 
In square, legend Sri 
Sri /Mia Mat'd* a* Sdha 
/Mr a. lb dow', date 

888 !f.s. 


Circle surrounded by 
eigh t petals. 1 n ei rclc, 
sword and'wreath on 
pedestal crescent and 
sun, and two dowers ; 
in petals, legend Sri 
Sri Sri Kunwduitty* 
(H. VI, Fig. II) 
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THE COINAGE 01- NEPAL. 


LIST OF GH011KA COINS, 


No. 


Metal, 

Wkjout. 



OilYEttSE. 


REVERSE. 


PRTHVt JTARAYANA SAHA. 
(After seizure of territory at Noakot.) 


At 

1764 

(Mohar,) Square, with ! 

86*5 


openings in the middle ! 

lid 


of the sides, and with 
small circle in the 
centre, and divided into 
four compartments by 
the four urms of a 
svastik'a. In central 
circle, a tridont. 



Around the square ; 
above, sun, moon, and 
star; to L, cakra (dis¬ 
cus) and lotus; tor., 



shell and mace. In 
square, legend sal sftT 

P R '/ H V I XA RjYA X A 
sA If A DEV A.' Below, 
date 1676 (Baku era =* 
1754 a.d,). 

At 

1 TOO 

(As King of Nepal.) 

m 


(Mohar.) Similar to 

I'to 


the preceding. Date, 



1695 S. 


Similar to th© re vena 
of the Malla coins of 
Jay a Bhoskara (No. 
22 ; PL III, Fig. 5), 
VTra Mahtndra (No* 
26; FL III, Fig, 9), 
Juya Jagajjaya (No. 
28; PL III, Fig. II), 

kings of ; 

and th© obverse of 
coin of Yoga Prakitia 
of Patau (No. 66 ; PL 
YI t Fig. 3). Circle 
surrounded by eight 
petals. In circle, two 
straight lines, which 
represent the imitution 
Persian characters on 
the above noted Malta 
coins, sword and 
wreath. Legend, in 
circle, xRl sr! bjia- 
vlsT; in petals, SsT 

SRT &RI GORAKHAXA- 

tma, (Pl.VII,Fig, L) 
J Vote. —From the date 
this coin was struck 
by prthvJ xAhAyaxa 
otter his fh-st seizure 
of Nepal territories at 
Noako$ f and before ho 
conquered the country 
and took the capitals 
in 1786 a.d. 

Similar to the pre¬ 
ceding. 


THE COINAGE OP NEPAL. 


73 


No. 


3 


4 


6 


7 


Metal, 

Weight. 

Sue, 

Date. 

a.d. 

\ 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 

I 

JR 

1773 

(Mohar,) Similar to 

Similar to the pre¬ 

85 


the preceding. Date, 

ceding. But legend 

M 


1695 $. 

in circle, $r / sitl 
lokasAtha ; in pe¬ 
tals, SHI iitt O OR A K HA¬ 
SH'D A. (H&rsdea, 
mcvxvv.) 

M 

1771 

(Half mohar, or suka.) 
Imitation Persian cha¬ 

Imitation Persian cha¬ 

41 $ 


racters in two lines. 

*77 

! 

/ 

1 

racters in two lines. 
In centre, trident ; le¬ 
gend, SRl 3 P#TNVl 
XArA TA^A, 

In centre, sword and 
wreath, sun and moon. 
Legend, sIiia deva . 
Bat*, 1693 &. (PI. 
VII, Fw. 2 .) NoU.— 
i The design and sym¬ 
bols of this coin are 
similar to the mohar 
of JAVA XRPEXDRA 

XALLA (No. 16 ; PL 
, III, Fig. 1 ); and with 
the exception of the 
symbol on the reverse, 
to the quarter mohar 
of JAVA is HAsk A it A 

mail a (No, 23; PL 
Ill, Fig. 6). 

i M 

17 W 

(Double mohar.) Similar 

Similar to the mohar 

! 171 


to the mohar No. L 

No. 1 (Marsden, 

(-) 

1 

Date, 1633 S. 

mcxxxO* Note ,— This 


r 

Gold Coinage , 

is the first example of 
a double mohar. 

AT 

1768 

\ (Gold mohar or imtla.) 3 Similar to the silver 

85 


Similar to the silver 

mohar No, 1 (Mars- 

H 


mohar No, i. Date, 

den, mcxxvii). 


1690 & 

i 

1 X 

__. 

(Gold half mohar or sou- 

Similar to tho silver 

* 41'5 


kosuku.) Similar to 

half mohar No. 3 

(-) 


the silver half mohar 
No. 3. 

(tfarsden, ueixvig), 

J.U.A.S, 

1908. 


48 






































74 


THE COINAGE OF NEPAL. 


,0. 

Metal. 

Weight. 

Bate. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 


Size. 

A-D. 


8 

AT 

No 

(Gold eighth of mohar or 

Similar to preceding 


10 

date. 

Bon-ko-nnt.) Similar to 

(Marsden, nexxvix). 


C-) 


the preceding. No date. 

9 

j? 

3 


(Gold darn =» mohar.) 

(Marsden, aicxxx.) 


C-) 




10 

jr 

1771 

(Dnitole asarfr.) Large 

Circle surrounded by 


356 


gold piece. Similar to 

eight - pointed star. 


1-25 


mo bar No. 1* Date, 

Around, ornamental 

1 



1693 &. 

design between each 
point of the star. In 
circle, sword and dag- 
der. Legend, in circle. 





dpi 3, bhavXxF; in 
points of star, srI spI 

SPF Cr OP A KHA xX THA . 





(PL VII, Fig. 4.) 


u 


(QUEEN NARINDEA LAKSMl BEYL) 

Imitation Persian cha* 
meters in two lines. 
In centre, trident; 
above, sun and moon. 
Legend, hi d/tl bha- 
vAkL Bate, 1693 S. 
Marsdrn, iicxxxnr. 
(PI. YII, Fig. 3.) 


N 

1771 

(Gold sukiL) Offering 

22 2 


vase with cover in 

*63 


form of t£&pa t sur¬ 



mounted by umbrella. 

i 

Legend, ssf hi xa pix- 



DRA LAKSJfT DEVI. 


12 


13 


BRATAPA SIMHA SAHA (1774-1777 a.d.). 

Device as on No. 1, 
Legend, in circle, ml 

SHI GVHYESVAPl\ in 
petals, dpI srI inf 
g obakiia xX Tin , as 
on No L 

Device as on No. 4 t but 
with umbrella above. 
Legend, sXha dev a. 
Bate, 1697 S. This 
coin is similar to 
No. 17. (See PL VII, 
Fig. 5.) 


83 

1774 

Device as on mohar of 

1*15 


Prthvt Narayana Saha, 
Ho. 1. Legend, hi hr 

hi J*PA fX PA SI.V HA 
sXha dev a* Bata, 
1G9G S, 

M 

1775 

(Siika.) Device as on 

1 42 


No. 4, but with crouch¬ 

j *80 


ing lion to 1,, below. 
Legend, hT2, pbatXpa 

| 


(lion =*) Siiiiha. 


75 


THE COIXAGE OF NEPAL 


No. 

Metal. 

Weight. 

Bati, 

Obverse, 

Reverse. 


Size. 

a.d. 



14 

M 

No 

(BukL) None. 

Lion to L, with paw 


10*5 

date. 

(AnL) Sword, without 

raised and tail curled 


*53 


wreath. Legend, SrI 

over the hack, and 


| 


FPATX n A> 

i 

dower buds in front* 
Leger .si/r.i. ttara- 
i den, Moxixvmr. (PI. 
YII, Fig. 6.) 

15 

M 

No 

(AdhMri.) Sword, and 

> u ig stamped on 


5*5 

date. 

legend, ht prat A pa. 

revt. E : . Design simi¬ 


*35 


lar to Ifolla coin No. 





43, of JATA PRAKXSa 
HALL A. (PL IV, Fig. 
140 




Gold Coitiage 


16 

N 


(Gold mohar or patla.) 

Exactly similar to No* 




Exactly similar to 
silver mohar No. 12. 

12. 

17 

M 

1775 

(Gold suka.) Exactly 

Exactly similar to silver 


41*5 


similar to silver R uk5 

suka No. 13* Date, 


*77 


No. 13. 

1697 £. Mareden, 
mcxxxvi. (PL YH t 

Fig. S.) 

18 

AT 

No 

(Gold sukl.) None. 

Exactly similar to silver 
uni No* 14. Marsden, 


11*0 

date. 

(Gold anl.) Exactly 




similar to silver ini 
No. 14. 

itcxxxvm* 

19 

N , 

No 

(Gold adhani.) Same 
as silver sixteenth of 

Same as silver six¬ 


5 5 

dote. 

teenth. 


(-) 


mohar. 


20 

M 

1776 

(Dnitole asarfb) Device 

Similar to the duitole 


356 


as on No. 10. Legend, 

asarfi of PfthvT Kara- 


1-25 


hr hi pratXpa BikuA 

SAHA DEV A. Date* 

1698 

yana, No, 10. 
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THE COINAGE Of NEPAL, 


No, 

Umi. 

Weight. 

Date. 

OfiTEBiE, 

Revk&jie. 


Sl£E, 





21 


22 


f RAJENDRJL LAK3MI DEVI (at Queen Consort). 


JR 

1776 

(Suki.) Vase for offer¬ 

21*5 


ings with cover in form 

68 


of # iupa. Sun and 



moon. Legend, itefinf 


ILlJEXDXA LAKSMlDEVl. 


Device as Ob Mo. 10 cf 
Narindra LaksmI 
Devi* Bate, 1698 &. 


Gold Coinage . 


21 0 
■68 


1775 . (Gold suki,) Similar to I Similar to the pro- 
j the preceding. ceding- Date, 1607 S, 

1 Martaen, iicxl 


2d 


24 


25 


26 


27 i 


20 


KUfX BAHADUR SAHA (1776-1799 a.d,)* 


m 

84 

1*12 

1783 

(Mohar*) Device as on 
No. 1, Legend, inf 
ini inf it an a bamAdua 
si ha dev a* Date* i 
1705 k 

Similar to No. 1 

M 

169 

*97 

“ 

{ Double moh or) Si m ilar 
to the preceding. (Date 
not noted.) 

Similar to the pre¬ 
ceding (a small thick 

coin). 

JR 

41 

*86 

1790 

(Sukfi.) Device as on 
No. 4. Legend, inf inf 

MAX A BA III DVR. 

Device as on No, 4. 
Legend, sAha deva. 
Date, 1712 S. 

£ 

19 

*76 

- i 

1783 

1 

1 

(Suki,) Sword and 
wreath, two suns, ex¬ 
tents, and stars. Le¬ 
gend, inf njxA bahA- 
DUB Sjj/A LEVA 

Device as on No. H 
Legend, inf inf bha- 
tAnI. Date, 1785 k 

M 

11 

(-) 

No 
| date. 

! 

(Am.) 

Maraden, mcxui-hcx r i v 

tt 

5'4 

(-) 

No 

date. 

(Ailhiiui.) 

Marsden, sicxlii-xcx uv 


29 


M 

6 


No 

date. 


(Dfirn.) Minute coins 
of thin silver. 


Madden, wcxui-«c\ut 


THE COINAGE OF NEPAL. 


77 


Date* 

! A.n. 

1 

Obverse. 

Reverse. 


Gold Comage * 


1796 

(Du itole as arfI.) S quare 
surrounded by four 
petals at the corners 
and four outer petals 
at the sides. In outer 
petals: top* sword and 
wreath, crescent and j 
sun; to 1,, cal\ra and j 
lotus; to r* °hell and 
!nace. In corner petals, j 
floral device. In square, 
legend, ini ini inf ra xa 
bahAdvr rAha deva. 
Below, datt r 1718 &. 

Similar to No, 10. (PL 
VII, Fig. 7.) 

177B 

| 

(Gold mohar or piitla.) 
Exactly similar to silver 
mohar No. 23, Date, 

| 1700 k 

1 Exactly similar to 
silver mohar No* 23* 
Marsden, mcxlii- 
xcxuv. 

1778 

(Gold suku,) Exactly 1 
t similar to silver half 
mohar No. 25, Date, 

( 1700 k 

1 (Gold suki.) None, 
(Gold dim) None* 

Exactly similar to silver 
half mohar No* 25. 

1 


(Gold dam.) Minute 
pieces of thin gold leaf, 
weighing less than a 
! grain* 

; Marsden,¥cxm-MCxLiv 


Ho, 


30 


31 ! 


32 


33 


34 


JT 

358 

125 


AT 
85 5 

M 


N 

41 

(-) 


RAJENDRA LAK^MI DEVI* 

(As Qu* en Regent for her minor son Rapa Bahadur Saha,) 

Imitation Persian chn* 
racteTs m cwo lines, 
trident, and two cres¬ 
cents and stars. Le¬ 
gend, ini inf bha rAxL 
Date, 1700 1 Pl. 
VII, Fig, 8. Mrnsden, 

MCXLI (<l)* 


j JR 

1778 

(Quarter mohar.) Cahra 

22 


on pedestal. Legend, 

*67 


inf inf bAjendra 

LA KSMl 
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THE COINAGE OF NEPAL* 


No. 


Metal* 

Weight* 

Size* 


Date* 

a.b* 



Beveese. 


BAJA BAJESVARl DEVI. 

(? Slave-girl married by Rana Bahadur*) 

SimiIartoXo.il. Date, 
1711 6. Note.— 
There is a similar coir 
of date 1712* Mars- 
den mcxlv is a similar 
coin of date 1716 &.** 
1794 a*d. 

OIBVANA YDDDHA VIKBAMA SaHA (1799-1816 a*d.). 

Similar to No* 1 * But 
legend in circle* srT 
3 , bhavAkI. 


35 

JR 

1789 

(Sukl*) Device as on j 


21 


Xo* 11, without 

the ( 


■80 


umbrella above. 

Le- - 




gend, srI 2, 
rAje&varT deyL 

RlJA j 


36 

M 

1806 

(Mohar.) Device as on 


83-5 


Xo. 1 except legend in 


1-06 


place of crescent and 




sun. Legend: above 
square, ini sri srI ; 
within square, cJmvAwa 

YVDDHA YIK RAMA 8A HA ■ 

dev A, Date, 1728 ■ 

37 

M 


(Double mohar.) 

38 

M 


(Large silver coin similar 


255 


to the duitole asarfi.) 


1-25 


Device similar to Xo. 10, 
but no wattiha within 




the square. ’ Date, 
1725 6* 

39 

M 


(Half mohar.) 

40 

JR 


(Quarter mohar.) 

41 

M 


(Eighth of mohar.) 

42 

M 


(Sixteenth of mohar.) 

43 

JR 

Xo 

14 Svmtika with central 


Square. 

date* 

circle enclosing trident. 


34-4 


Legend, gIrvAxj 


■6 


YVDDHA VIKBAMA SA-HA 

beta. No date/’ Note* 
—The obverse of this 
coin is the same as 
the device forming the 
square on the mohar, 
and of the same si 2 e. 


Similar to No. 10* 


i{ Circle enclosing 
dagger (= s word) with 
wreath, and legend 
6bTbha yanI ; outside 
circle siu in each 
corner (pi. xxviii, 
1 l)/ T — Catalogue of 
Coins in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta 
(1906), voi. i, p. 291- 
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No* 


Metal* 

Weight. 

Size. 


Date. 

a.d. 



Eeveese. 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


49 


50 


51 


52 


85*5 

w 

AT 

356 

1*25 

N 

170 

■94 


AT 

42 

■75 


Gold Coinage. 
1799 (Gold mohar.) Similar 
to the silver mohar 
So. 36. Date, 1721 S. 

(Duitole aearfl.) Device 
ae on Xo. 10* 


1799 (Gold double mohar or 
b&kla.) Similar to the 
silver mohar Xo* 36* 
Date, 1721 S. 

''Gold suka.) Circle 
mirounded by eight 
petals. In circle, sword 
and wreath * In petals* 

legend inT &nl &nl 

QjnVAXA YVDDHA . 


J7 
N 

(QUEEN) 

N 
158. 

■70 

N 


(Gold sukl.) 

(Gold anl.) 

SXDDHI LAKSMI DEVI 
(Bakla, or gold double 
mohar.) 


eAjendba 


JR 

82*8 

D07 


1816 


(Gold sukT.) 

VIKRAMA SAHA (1 
(Mohar.) Device as on 
Xo* 1 * But with legend 
Sri above the square. 
Legend within square, 
Sri Sri Rujendra 
Vilram Sofia Bern. 
Date, 1738 H* 


Similar to the silver 
mohar Xo* 36. 
Marsden, jicxlvit. 

Similar to No* 10* 


Similar to the silver 
mohar Xo. 36* 
Marsden, ucxlvz. 

Small square, inscribed 
diagonally within 
large one. In centre 
square, trident; above 
outer square, crescent 
and sun* Legend, 
above square, vi; 
within square, krama 
sajia. Date, 1732 5. 
(PI* VII, Eig. 10.) 


1810-1814 a.b*)* 


816 


1847 a.d*)* 
Similar to Xo. 1* 
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THE COINAGE OP NEPAL, 


No, 

Metal, 

Weight* 

Size, 

Date. 

A.T>, 

Obveise. 

Ret ee si. 

,53 

M 


(Double moh&r.) 


o4 

M 

4 2 

’82 

1824 

(Suka.) Device as on 
No. 17, Legend, $rl 
$rT £?rT ifn/Vudfrff FV. 

Device us on No, 17* 
Legend, krama Sdha 
Beva. Date, 3 746, 

55 

M 


(Quarter mohar,) 


56 

M 

6 

52 

No 

date. 

(AnI.) Sword, crescent, 
und sun. Legend, $rl 
Mdjmdra Vi. 

Mac# 1 , Legend, hr am a 
Sdha Dew No date. 

57 

M 


(Adhfuil,) 


58 

i 

AT 


Gold Coinage . 
(Gold mohar.) 


59 

N 


(Duitole jmrfi.) Of 
mmv denomination as 

No, 10, 


00 

N 


(Bukin* or gold double 
tnohar.) 


61 1 

t? 


(Gold ankn.) 


62 : 

K 


(Gold suki.) 


63 

A T 


(Goid anl.) 


(QUEENS) LAK§MI DEVI and SUNDARl DEVI (1610-1832 a. dT) 

64 

iR j 


(Suki.) 


65 

M 1 


(AnT.j 


66 1 

1 

AT 


Gold Coinage. 

(Bakla, or gold double 
mohar.) 


67 ! 

AT 


(Gold iuki.) 


68 ; 

A r 


(Gold an!.) 



THE COINAGE OF NEPAL, 


SI 


Metal. I 
Weight, 
Size, 

Date. 

A,T>. 

Obverse. 

Reverse. | 

QUEEN 

(SAKRAJYA) LAKSMI DEVI. 

1 JR 

1824 

(Suki.) Vase for offerings 

Imitation Persia a cha¬ 

2<V6 


with cover in form of 

racters in two lines. 

•76 


Hupa f with flowers on 
either side* Legend, 
Sri Samrtljga Lalxmi 
Beth 

In centre, trident; 
above, crescent and 
sun. Legend, &rt $ri 
Bhutan !. D ate ,174GS. 
Note .—This coin is 
wrongly desciibed in 
the Catalogue of the 
Indian Museum, Cal¬ 
cutta, as t£ Humped 
bull r*” (C.C.I.MX., 
voL i, p. 291, and 




pi. xxviii, fig, 12)* 
From the plate it 
appears that a lump 
of ractul has stuck on 
to the coin, partly 
eoneenli & g the ti id en t, 
and this has been taken 
for a “ humped bull," 


No, 


69 \ 


70 


7t 

72 


73 


SURENDRA VIKRAMA SAHA (1&47-I8S1 a. a.). 


i M 
S5'2 

11 

i 

i 

1849 

(Mohar.) Device as on 
No. I, but with legend 
above the square, 
in place of crescent and 
son. Legend within 
the square, &ri Sri 
Surendm Vihrama fylha 
Beoa. Date, 1771 

Similar to No, t, 

# 

M 

1 

(Double mohar.) 


M 
: a% 

■8 

No 

date. 

(Suka*) Imitation Per¬ 
sian character io two 
lines. In centre, tri¬ 
dent- Legend, Sri $r2 
£rl Surendra Vi. 

Imitation Persian cha¬ 
racters in two lines. 
Legend, hrama Sdha 
Beta. 

M 

No 

date. 

(SukL)* 
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XHE COINAGE OF NEPAL. 




Beverse. 


(Am.) In centre, sword; 
above, crescent and sun. 
Legend, Sri Surendra F* 


(AdhanL) 

preceding. 


Similar to 


JR 

*35 
-30 to *35 


78 


79 


SO 


(Falsa.) 

ceding. 


Similar to pre- 


(Phoka dam or cun 
dam - vlxof a mohar*) 
Minute coins on silver 
leaf. Similar to pre* 
ceding. 


In centre, mace; above, 
two pellet*. Legend, 
krama Sdh* Dm*- 

Similar to preceding. 


Nothing on the reverse: 
these coins are so thin 
that the die of the ob¬ 
verse shows through. 


Similar 

ceding. 


to the pre- 


1816 


1847 


N — 


Gold Carnage. 

(Gold mohar.) Similar 
to the silver mohar 
No. 70. Bate, 1738 S. 

(Large gold coin.) 
Circle surrounded by 
triple lines, forming an 
eight-pointed star. In 
circle, sword and 
wreath; in the points 
of the star, pellet®; in 
the outer angles, 
above, crescent and 
sun; to L, eckra and 
lotus; to r., shell and 
mace. Legend, in 
circle, Sri Sri Surtndr* 
Vtkratna Saha Ihva. 
Bate below, 1769 S* 

(Bakin, gold double 
motor.) 


Similar to the silver 
mohar No. 70, 


Similar to No. 10* 
(PL Til, Fig* 9*) 


THE COINAGE OF NEPAL. 


S3 



Met ax. 

Date. 

a.d. 

1-- 

1 --- 

Ifo. 

WfiroBi* 

Size. 

Obvessf. 

Reverse, 

81 

N 

No 

(Gold sukii,) Similar 

, 

Similar to silver suka 


42 

*8 

date* 

to silver suka No* 72* 

No* 72. 

82 


No 

(Gold sukl,} 




date. 


83 



(Gold ani.) Similar to 
silver an! No. 74, 

Similar to silver (ini 
No, 74, 

84 



(Gold adhiml,) Similar 

Similar to silver No. 75* 




to sil ver No. 75* 

85 



(Gold pai, one thirty- 
secondth of a mohar.) 


86 



(Phokadiim or cun dam.) 



i 


Minute gold coins 
similar to No, 77* 



87 




88 


89 


90 


M 

20’5 

*75 


AT 


AT 


1847 


(Sukl.) Device as on 
No. II, Legend, Sri 
Traibkya Laksmi Devi. 


Gold Coinage. 

1849 (Gold mohar.) Bate, 
1771 S. 

i 

— (Gold sukL) Similar to 
silyer No. 87* 


Device ns on No. U, 
but with two crescents 
and dots. Legend, Sn 
i Sri Bhamni. Bate, 
j 1769 S. 


Similar to silver No, 87 . 


N 

21*2 

*74 


(QUEEN) suit A ‘ BAJA 

(Gold sukl.) Indian 
Museum* Calcutta. 
“ Temple » (should be, 
vase for offeringa with 
cover in form of stupa) 
H between flowers in 
centre; in field, legend 
Srt Sura Baja Zaksml 
Dttl," 


LAKSMI BEYL 

“ Central circle enclos¬ 
ing trident Legend, 
in field, Sri &rl 
Mavdnl, 1790. In 
mint condition* (PI, 
xxviii, 13.) ** 

C.C*LM.C* f p. 292. 
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THE COINAGE OF NEPAL* 


No* 



1' 

Date, 

Obverse* j 


1 


Reverse. 


m 


92 


M 

163 

W 


1676 


2E 
73 
9 

M 
17’5 to 20 
■52 


1873 


1671 


Copper Coi'iuige. 

(Dak aixtcenth of 

mohar*) In centre, plain 
square* Ornamental 
design in upper and 
lateral marginal spaces* 
Legend in square, Sri 
Sri Surendra Vikrama 
SdhttDeva* Date below, 
1798 S* 

(Paisa = thirty-secondth 
of mohar*) Similar to 
the preceding. Date, 
1795 §, 

(Copper dam.) Nodevice, 
Legend, &rl NtpdL 


In centre, plain square, 
ornamental design in 
surrou ndio g spaces. 
Legend in square, Sri 
l§rl &rl Nepal Sarkur, 
“ Government of 
Nepal/’ (Device 
similar to No. 88, tide 
PL VII, Fig. IV) 

Similar to the pre¬ 
ceding, (PL VII. 
Fig, 11.) 

No device. Legend, 
Sark&r. Date, 93 S* 


PftTHVI VIRA VIERAMA SAHA (1881 


9* 


95 


96 


M 

1883 

(Mohar.) Device as on 

82-5 


No. 1, but with legend 

102 


Sri Sri above in place 
of crescent and sun* ! 
Legend, in -square, Srf 
Pfih rl Viva Vikrama 
SOha Beta, Datebelow, 
1806 S. Note.— 'Phis 
is a smaller coin than 
his subsequent mohars. 
The side of the square 
is only '52 inch* and the 
legend is in smaller 
letters* 

M 

1899 

Similar to the precoding, 

85 2 


but larger square, and 

l 


legend in larger letters. 
Date, 1821 S* 

m 

1893 

(Four mohar.) Similar 

340 


to the raohar No. 94. 

1*11 


Date, 1817 S. 


A.D,)* The present king. 
Similar to No, 1, 


Similar to the pre¬ 
ceding. 


Similar to the mohar 
No* 94, Note.— This 
coin is *12 inch in 
thickness* 


THE COINAGE OF NEPAL, 


fits 


No, 

Metal. 

Weight* 

Date. 

Obverse. 


Size* 

A.D* 


97 

M 


(Double mohar.) Similar 


170-5 


to mohar No* 94* Date, 


1*08 


1811 S* 

98 

M 

1895 

(Suka,) Trident in jmall 


42'4 

' 

central circle* On either 


'85 


aide: above, crescent 
and sun; below, two 




flowers* Legend, Sri 
Sri Pfthil Vim Fi- 




hrama Saha Bern. 

99 

M 


( S u k I .) Vasc for offerin gs 


212 


with cover in form of 


*73 


etftjHi. Legend, Sri 




Pfthvi rim Fikram n 
Sfift a Dev a. 

100 

m 

No 

( AnL ) In centre, sword ; 


11-5 

date. 

above, to 1, crescent. 


'50 


to r, dot for sun. Le¬ 
gend, Sri Prthvi Vim 
FL 

101 

M 


(Adhani. ) Similar to the 


5*2 


preceding. 


*45 



102 

M 


^Paisu mohar.) In cctlft. 


21 


sword* Legend, Sri 


*4 


Prthvl Vim , 

103 

At 


(Phoka dam, or cun ! 


36 


dam.) Minute silver 


36 


coin, similar to the pre¬ 
ceding. 


Reverse. 


Imitation Persian cha¬ 
racters in two lines. 
In centre, sword and 
wreath* Ornamented 
with two groups of 
three pellets above 
and also below, and 
two of four pellets in 
centre. Legend, krama 
Saha Deva. 1817 S* 

Trident in small 
centra 1 c i relc * A bo vc, 
on either side, crescent 
and sun, > Legend in 
field, Sri j Sri BJutv&Hl. 

In centre, mace. Le¬ 
gend, krama Sitka 
A nr. 


Similar to tbe pe* 
croing* 


No device* The coin 
is so thin that the die 
of the obverse shows 
through. 


Similar to the pre¬ 
ceding* Note .—This 
coin in of name de¬ 
nomination a* No 77 
of Surendra Vikrasua 
Saha, 
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THE COINAGE OF NEPAL. 


No. 

Metal, 

WEIGHT, 

Size. 

Date, 

a.d. 

Obvlese. 

Reverse. 




Gold Coinage . 


104 

N 


(Gold mohar.) Similar 
to silver mohar No. 95. 


100 

N 


(Du it ole asarfl.) Large 
gold coin of same type 
as No. 10, 


106 

N 


(Gold siikiL) 


107 

N 


(Gold sukT.) 


lua 

N \ 


(Gold anh) 


100 

N 


(Gold adkanl.) 


no 

N 


(Gold pai.) 


in 

N 


(Minute pieces of gold 
leaf.) 


112 



Copper Coinage . 
(Dak ~ sixteenth of 
mohar.) Similar to 
paisa No. 113. 

Similar to paisa No, 113. 

113 

M 

76*5 
*87 

1804 

(Paisa — tnirty-secondth 
of mohar.) Device 
similar to dak and paisa 
of Surendra Vikrama 
Saha (PL VII, Fig. 11), 
but with crescent and 
sun and legend j SVt in 
place of ornament. 
Legend, as noted above, 
Sr7 ; in square, 5, 
Pfthil Vlra Vikrama 
Sdha Beta* Date below, 
1951 (Samvat). 

Plain square. In mar¬ 
gin : above, crescent 
and sun; on sides and 
below, ornamental de¬ 
sign, Legend : above, 
in square, Pabt- 
pati 2$at ha Nepal 
( “ Pa&rpati, Lord of 
Nepal ”). 

m 

M 

1 

(Dak sixteenth of 
mohar.) Device and 
legend similar to paisa 
No. 115. 

Similar to paisa No, 
115 (tide PI, VII, 
Fig. 13) 


THE COINAGE OF NEPAL. 


87 


No. 

i 

Metal, | 
Weight, 
Size. 

, 

Date, 

A.3>« 

Obvebse* 

Reverse. 

115 

M 

1893 

(Paisa ^thirty-seeondth 

Within circle, sur¬ 


82*3 


ofmohar.) Circle, sur¬ 

rounded by eight* 


*9 


rounded by eight- 

pointed star and orna¬ 




pointed star, within a 

mental border, as on 




scolloped border, con¬ 

the obverse, small 




taining crescent * be¬ 

central circle, con¬ 




tween each point of the 

taining trident. Le¬ 




star. Within circle 

gend around central 




two fadhrts (Gorkha 

circle, Sri 5, Bhavdnt 




knives) crossed, above 

(date, 1950 Samvat}, 




(footpftnts 

Gorkha Sarkdr, (PI, 




of Visnu), and around, 

VII, Fig, 13.) 




legend Srt 5, Prthvi 





Vlra Vikrama Saha 





Beta, 


116 



(Paisa — thirty-secondth 

Within rude wreath, 




of mobar;) Within a 

legend Sri 5 BKu- 




rudely -formed wreath, 

vtinl Nepal Sarkdr, 




legend Sri 5, Prthvi 

Date, 1953 Samvat. 




Vlra Vikrama Saha 

(PL VII, Fig. 12.) 




Pera. 

Note. — The obverse 





and reverse of this 





coin are transposed on 





the Plate. 
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TABLE XL—DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES i 


W THE coinage of nefai- 



THE COINAGE OF NEPAL. 


9t 



(cojtjittr) t88« 
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PLATS I. 



EARLY COINS OP NEPAL 









PLATE \\. 



KALLA COINS OF BHATOAON AMO KATHMANO0 


























































MAC LA COIMS 0<F KAtHMAMEHl {comtihuep ) 















1 



PLAT* V, 



M ALLA COINS OF PAT AN 


f 










V 


PLATE V{. 



MALL A COINS OF PATAN (CONTINUED.) 










PLATE VM, 



ggbkra com*. 







